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Shop Maple Lake Wine and
Spirits this holiday season

By Brenda Erdahl

It’s been said that the right drink can enhance
any meal and with the biggest meal of the sea-
son right around the corner on November 23rd,
now is the time to start planning.

Maple Lake Wine and Spirit’s off Highway
55 East in Maple Lake is the perfect place to
begin the search. The local municipal liquor
store carries a vast variety of popular, unique,
and locally brewed products, plus its knowl-
edgeable staff can direct you to the wine, beer
or bourbon that will go perfectly with whatever
dish you are serving.

If you are looking for something locally
brewed but unique and fitting for the season,
you might want to try Dangerous Man Brew-
ing’s Cranberry Cobbler Ale, General Manager
Ang Berthiaume said. This seasonal favorite is
brewed right here in Maple Lake at the Danger-
ous Man production facility. Their Cream Ale
is another popular brew as is their House IPA,
Peanut Butter Porter, and Coffee Stout.

If bourbon is your drink of choice during
the holidays, and you are looking for some-
thing unique, Makers Mark Private Selection
is hand-crafted bourbon made once a year by
Minnesota Municipal Managers and is only
available at municipal liquor stores, Berthiau-
me said.

Of course, wine is probably the most pop-
ular selection when it comes to pairing with
holiday meals which is why, on Wednesday,
Nov. 8, Maple Lake Wine and Spirits is hosting
a wine tasting that will feature wines specifi-
cally tailored to compliment your Thanksgiv-
ing Dinner. Patrick from The Wine Company
will share his knowledge on an assortment of
wines that pair well with some of the traditional
Thanksgiving foods like turkey, stuffing, and
the trimmings, Berthiaume said. Before you
leave, you will get to try some of the wines
he talks about and enjoy a few appetizers as
well. The event is open to the public. It starts
at 7 p.m. at the Maple Lake American Legion
and tickets are $10. Wine and Spirit Wine Club
members attend for free.

Since Christmas isn’t far off, Maple Lake
Wine and Spirits will hold another tasting on
Dec. 6. This one will feature wine, spirits, and
beers. Visitors will have the chance to sample
drinks from 10 to 12 different vendors, plus
there will be plenty of appetizers to go around
and prizes given away. The cost is $20 for non-
wine club members, and $10 for wine club
members.

“As long as our wine club members keep
attending our wine tastings, and continue order-
ing wines from the tastings, we can continue to
have these great events,” Berthiaume said.

Your hometown “muni”

Maple Lake Wine and Spirits isn’t just
another run-of-the-mill liquor store. It’s your
hometown “muni” owned and operated by The
City which means all the money you spend
here goes back into local projects and works
to keep city taxes low, but best of all, staff are
legitimately happy to see you and serve you.

“You’re not just a number to us. We know

you by name,” Berthiaume said.

In return, their dedication has earned them
the loyalty of their customers.

Berthiaume and Assistant Manager Kate
Heberling announced just this month that they
were able to donate a whopping $4,960 to the
Maple Lake Fire Department because of the
generosity of their patrons.

For three weeks this summer they held an
instore silent auction, and while high quality
items like a Blackstone Grill and a Summit out-
door chair and umbrella set may have initially
enticed, many customers went over the top in
their bids to make sure the fundraiser was as
successful as possible.

The entire campaign took place Aug. 1
through Sept. 11 with the auction held Aug.
23 through Sept. 10. Every year this event has
grown a little bigger, and the local fire depart-
ment, that uses the funds to purchase needed
equipment, is always very appreciative.

Dangerous Man beers are brewed in
Maple Lake and the municipal liquor
store carries their products, including
seasonal Cranberry Cobbler Ale.

Community minded

Wine and Spirits shows its community
mindedness in other ways as well. Right now,
and through the month of November, the store
is collecting donations for the local food shelf.
The holidays can be hard for families suffering
economic difficulties and that is where the food
shelf comes in. They provide enough grocer-
ies during the holidays to feed an entire family
healthy and flavorful Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas dinners. Food donations are always wel-
come, but cash goes further, Berthiaume said.

This year, for the first time, Wine and Spir-
it staff will host a silent auction to make their
efforts more impactful. Like the fire department
silent auction, it will take place in-house with
items donated from their vendors. Watch for
more information on when the silent auction
will take place, Berthiaume said.

Every fall, the liquor store also participates
in the local library fundraiser. This event is the
biggest fundraiser of the year for the all-vol-
unteer run Maple Lake Library and Wine and
Spirits contributes by offering a 10 percent dis-
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Assistant Manager Kate Heberling, left and General Manager Ang Berthiaume
donated $4,960 to the Maple Lake Fire Department this fall. The money was gen-
erated through an in-store silent auction and free-will donations by their patrons.
The local fire department will use the funds to purchase needed equipment. This
Blackstone griddle was one of the items up for grabs.

count on any wines customers buy to donate
to the event’s wine pull, plus, staff sees that it
gets to the fundraiser on time. Customers can
also donate cash and liquor store staff will pick
out the wine.

A great selection

Maple Lake Wine and Spirits continues to
offer a vast variety of items including many
Minnesota-made wines, liquors, and craft beers.
In addition to the Maple Lake made Dangerous
Man Brewing, customers will find wines from
Carlos Creek Winery in Alexandria, Millner
Heritage Winery in Kimball and Winehaven in
Chisago City plus rums, vodkas, and bourbons
from Little Round Still in Wadena.

The store of course carries all the popular
brands, plus a large selection of off-the-wall
drinks sure to spur conversation around the
dinner table such as pickle flavored vodka,
BBQ whisky, and Eggo brand waffles and
syrup cream liqueur. Plus, it’s that time of the
year for all the seasonal flavors to make their
appearance, such as RumChata Pumpkin Spice
cream liqueur and gingerbread and cookie
dough whisky.

Maple Lake Wine and Spirits has a “great
selection for a small, hometown liquor store
and customers like that we have such a wide
variety,” Berthiaume said.

Rewards program

To make shopping at Maple Lake Wine and
Spirits economical, Berthiaume and her staff
have a successful rewards program called the
Lucky Irish Rewards where every pre-taxed
dollar spent earns customers a point. When
they reach 500 points, they get a $20 in-store
credit.

Monthly specials on domestic beers, craft
beers and wines, makes shopping at Maple
Lake Wine and Spirits even more affordable.

Wine Club

It’s important to the staff at Maple Lake
Wine and Spirits to promote the communi-
ty which is why they organize a successful
Wine Club that currently has 225 members and
meets every six to eight weeks. In addition to
the wine and spirit tastings they hold, the store
has partnered with Kings 46 Wine Bar in Maple
Lake to hold a food and wine pairing twice a
year. The event is called “Big Wines and Small

Plates” and the next one is scheduled for Jan-
uary. Since Kings 46 can only accommodate
30 people, tickets do sell out fast, Berthiaume
said. Ask about it and purchase tickets at Kings
46 or Maple Lake Wine and Spirits.

Your business is appreciated

“We want to say thank you to all our cus-
tomers for shopping local instead of going to
the big box stores. We’re friendly, we know
you by name, plus, when you shop here, all the
proceeds go back to city projects. It stays local
and keeps city taxes low,” Berthiaume said.

Hours

The municipal liquor store is open Monday
through Thursday from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Fri-
day and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. and
Sunday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Holiday hours
will be as follows: Thanksgiving Day closed;
Christmas Eve from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Christ-
mas Day closed; New Year’s Eve from 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m.; New Year’s Day closed.

Maple Lake Wine and Spirits hosts
two wine tastings throughout the year.
In addition to sampling and learning
about a variety of wines and other
spirits, Monica at the American Legion
puts together a feast of appetizers for
attendees. Above is her buffet style
charcuterie board that delighted wine
club members last year.
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GET THE JUMP ON /

Area craft shows offer

unique handcrafted gifts
By Brenda Erdahl

66 The early bird gets the worm” is a
well-known English proverb that
historians trace all the way back to

the 1600s. Though the words might first have

been popularized hundreds of years ago, they

remain as true today as they were then, particu-
larly regarding holiday shopping.

Savvy shoppers have long touted the impor-
tance of starting early when looking for holiday
gifts for loved ones. Seasoned procrastinators
may never embrace early shopping, but oth-
ers who want to a less hectic holiday shopping
season can get an early start at these local craft
shows. Craft shows have the bonus of featuring
unique and often handcrafted items. Plus, many
offer food, entertainment and if it’s a fundrais-
er, your money will be going to support a good
cause.

Get your home ready for the season
with unique finds at local craft fairs.

Fall craft shows:

Holly Jolly Market

When: Nov 3-5 - Friday, 9 a.m. - 6 p.m., Satur-
day,9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Where: 8906 Quantrelle Ave NE Elk River.

This is an annual holiday event held at 101
Market just south of Elk River in Otsego. 30
plus vendors selling vintage, repurposed, prim-
itives, furniture, and holiday décor. Free admis-
sion and parking.

Holiday Craft and Gift Show

When: November 4 & 5, - Saturday 10 am. —4
p.m., Sunday 10 am.-3 p.m.

Where: St. Cloud River’s Edge Convention

Center

At this second annual Holiday Craft and Gift
Show the first 100 attendees get a rose. Admis-
sion is $3 and kids under five are free. 20% of
admission fees will be donated to local charity.
Over 100 Vendors will be at this event featuring
handcrafted items, unique gifts, jewelry, unique
clothing, wellness and skincare products, wood-
working, metal arts, local businesses, and lots
more.

Fall Craft Fair
When: Saturday, Nov. 4,9 a.m. -3 p.m.

Where: Monticello Community Center 505
Walnut Street, Monticello

This 36th annual fall craft fair offers free
admission, more than 70 vendors and is hosted
by the Monticello Women of Today. For more
details, email montiwtcraftfair.org.

Second Harvest Moon
Craft & Gift Show

When: Nov. 4, 10 a.m. -3 p.m.

Where: Howard Lake American Legion, 616
7th Ave, Howard Lake

Come one come all to this fun family friend-
ly event. There will be great food and drink spe-
cials as well as amazing crafters, makers, and
small businesses for you to start your holiday
shopping early. Stop in and see what goodies
are in store for you.

Elk Pride Craft Bazaar
When: Nov. 4,9 a.m.
Where: Elk River High School 900 School

Find holiday decor like this at a variety
of local craft shows throughout the area
this fall.

NOVEMBER 2023

The Maple Lake Chamber Fall Craft Fair in Maple Lake always has an assortment

of hand crafted décor and unique items.

Street NW, Elk River.

All proceeds of the booth rentals/spaces go
to the Class of 2024 Scholarships towards their
post-secondary education.

St. Timothy Shopping Extravaganza
When: Nov. 11,9a.m.—1 p.m.

Where: St. Timothy School on Division Street
west in Maple Lake.

Support the local Catholic School by shop-
ping a variety of vendors with holiday and reli-
gious craft and décor items plus much more.

Maple Lake Chamber Fall Craft Sale
When: Nov. 11,9 a.m. -2 p.m.

Where: Maple Lake Elementary School east of
the stoplights.

The Maple Lake Chamber of Commerce will
host its annual Fall Craft Sale featuring numer-
ous vendors selling hand-crafted and holiday
themed items, baked goods and more.

Designer Purse Bingo
When: Nov. 11, 10 a.m.
Where: Monticello American Legion Post 260

Doors open at 10 a.m., Bingo starts at noon.
A beautiful assortment of purses from your
favorite designers — Coach, Kate Spade and
Michael Kors; 50/50 raffles, food specials,
drink specials extra games at the end to give
you even more chances to win a gorgeous purse

of your choice. First come, first served. All pro-
ceeds will benefit the local communities around
Monticello (Vision screenings and glasses for
local youth, hearing exams for children, meals
on wheels for the elderly, Christmas Food Bas-
kets, firefighter chili feed, backpack program,
mattress donation, nursing home bingo, etc.)

St. Michael-Albertville fall craft show
When: Sat. Nov. 18,9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Where: 5800 Jamison Ave. NE, St. Michael.

Hosted by St. Michael-Albertville Women of
Today, this annual fall craft show features 250
vendors and is known as one of the best craft
shows in Minnesota. The event is a fundraiser
for the STMA Women of Today who use their
funds to give back to the community.

You might find something special like
these ornate wreaths at this year’s St.
Timothy Shopping Extravaganza in
Maple Lake.

Canadian Pacific Holiday Train will return on December 13

Find the full story and more like this in the 2023 Holiday Gift Guide!

By Brenda Erdahl

The Canadian Pacific Holiday Train returns to
Central Minnesota this year with stops in Buf-
falo and Annandale on Wednesday, Dec. 13th.

The 1,000-foot train with hundreds of thou-
sands of LED lights is scheduled to arrive at
the 5th Street NE railway crossing in Buffalo.

and at Downtown Park in Annandale near the
Harris Street West railway crossing. It will pass
through Maple Lake. For those wanting to catch
a glimpse of the bedazzling locomotive, First
Street on the south end of the Maple Lake Com-
munity Park is a good place to do it.

This is the Holiday Train’s 25th year of tour-

OFFICE PHONE: Annandale 320-274-8216 Clearwater 320-558-2271
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ing. Throughout the holi-
day season it makes stops at
large and small communi-
ties across the United States
and Canada supporting the
local food shelves by raising
money, food, and awareness for food insecurity.

While it’s a sight all on its own as it trundles
across the country with its 14 brightly lit rail
cars, each decorated with illuminated holiday
designs, it’s the show that will really fill your
cup with holiday spirit. At 6 p.m. in Buffalo and
7:30 p.m. in Annandale, the train will open its
side doors to a musical stage fit for a star — or
two stars in this case.

The real heart of the Holiday Train isn’t the
lights or the music. Its true purpose is to fight
hunger. Donations go a long way in helping the
local food bank provide groceries to families
in need in its three communities - Annandale,
Maple Lake, and South Haven. Donations over
the years have also helped the local food shelf
buy a used van and build a new building.

Holiday Train shows are free to attend, Cana-
dian Pacific only asks attendees bring a cash or
non-perishable food donation if they are able.

The Holiday Train is just one of many local
events happening in the Annandale, Buffalo,
and Maple Lake area this time of year. There are
dozens of opportunities that could be the start of
a new tradition for your family, from Christmas
in Maple Lake to the Main Street Holiday in
Annandale. If you are looking for something a
little more traditional, Pioneer Park hosts a vin-

Holiday train ¢
delivers joy and w1]1
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Dallas Smith and MacKenzie Porter will
step out to put on a holiday concert that
will warm the heart. Look for details on
this event and the many other Holiday
events the area has to offer in the 2023
Gift Guide set to come out Thanksgiv-
ing week in the Maple Lake Messenger
and Annandale Advocate.

tage “village Christmas” featuring wagon rides,
Christmas music, and roasted marshmallows.
Many events have opportunities for pictures
with Santa Claus.

For a complete list of all the area events, watch
for the 2023 Holiday Gift Guide, a supplement
to the Maple Lake Messenger and Annandale
Advocate scheduled to come out Thanksgiving
week.
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We'd love to hear from youl!

Email us at treasurer@maplelakechamber.com
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Deer Season

What Minnesota deer hunters can expect statewide

ore than 400,000 deer hunters
are preparing for the firearms
deer season that opens Satur-
day, Nov. 4. The season offers
opportunities to spend time outdoors with
friends and family, find adventure and put ven-
ison in the freezer.

Deer hunting is the primary tool used to
manage deer populations, and hunters help
keep deer numbers in line with population
goals across the state. Managing deer pop-
ulations contributes to the overall health of
Minnesota’s landscapes, natural systems and
economy.

The Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources’ wildlife managers report that there
should be good opportunities to harvest deer in
most areas.

Hunters should know the deer permit area
(DPA) number for where they plan to hunt prior
to buying a license and ensure they understand
chronic wasting disease regulations and sam-
pling options for that area. Hunters can find
these details using the DPA lookup tool on the
Minnesota DNR’s make a plan for deer season
webpage (mndnr.gov/deerhunt).

Deer hunters are required to have deer 1
year or older sampled for CWD in all CWD
management and surveillance zones during
the opening weekend of the firearms A sea-
son Saturday, Nov. 4, through Sunday, Nov. 5,
and during late CWD hunts Friday, Dec. 15,
through Sunday, Dec. 17. Additional informa-
tion about CWD requirements and sampling

options can be found at the Minnesota DNR’s
CWD webpage (mndnr.gov/cwd).

Southern deer report
Deer populations are increasing in southern
Minnesota, and deer fared well over the winter.

River floodplains offer some of the best deer
habitat and deer hunting in southern areas of
the state. Following several years without a
major flood, vegetation in these floodplains has
grown to the point of offering excellent cover
for deer — which bodes well for deer hunters.
Large areas of grass with embedded wetlands
are also prime deer habitat and if water levels
stay low, hunters will have easier access to this
type of habitat.

Hunters in the southern part of the state will
have increased opportunities to harvest deer,
following the 2021 public deer population
goal setting process. The goal-setting process
increased harvest opportunities in response to
growing deer populations in southern areas.

Central deer report

Deer populations remain robust and highly
productive in central Minnesota, and deer also
fared well over the winter.

Deer have been feeding on a bumper acorn
crop this year. If dry conditions persist, hunters
will continue to have easier access to wetland
habitat.

Hunters can harvest as many as three deer in
many deer permit areas in central Minnesota,
and as many as five deer in CWD management
zones. To help manage deer populations, wild-

Deer populations are robust in much of the state and hunting should be good this
season according to the Department of Natural Resources.

life managers encourage hunters to take advan-
tage of opportunities to harvest antlerless deer.

Hunters also should be aware that DPA 344
was redesignated as DPA 644 after CWD was
detected last year on private land near White-
water Wildlife Management Area. Additional-
ly, DPA 643 near Rochester has expanded to
include DPA 343 after on of this region, where
deer numbers are higher and not affected by
winter weather to the same extent as permit
areas farther north.

The highest deer numbers are expected in
areas of mixed habitat of open fields and forest.

By Brenda Erdahl

Millions of people recognize the ser-
vice and sacrifice of military veterans on
Veterans Day in November.

While Veterans Day is always official-
ly observed on November 11, this year,
because it falls on a Saturday, the federal
observation date is Friday, November 10.
Federal, state, and local offices will be
closed that day, there will be no mail ser-
vice and post offices will be closed. Many
banks will be closed as well.

Local service organizations often hold
programs in honor of the day. Vietnam
Veteran Paul Francois of Dassel will be
speaking in Maple Lake at the high school
on Thursday, Nov. 9 at 10 a.m. Francois
was an army medic in the war and is the
recipient of the silver and bronze stars.
The Maple Lake Messenger will pub-
lish a feature on honoring Paul Francois
and his military career accolades in an
upcoming issue this November.

the holiday.

& VETERANS DAY

Annandale will hold a service at the high school on Friday, Nov
10 at 10:45 a.m. Check with veteran service organizations in your
community for programs they may be hosting this Veterans Day.

As Veterans Day approaches, here are some interesting facts about

Why Veterans Day is observed on November 11

November 11 is a significant day in world history because it marks
the signing of the armistice between the Allies of World War I and
Germany at 5:45 a.m. on November 11, 1918. Though the formal
peace treaty, the Treaty of Versailles, was not signed until 1919 and
hostilities between the sides continued for hours after the armistice

Veterans Day observations

Y
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Because Veteran’s Day 2023 falls on a Satur-
day (Nov. 11) the federal observation date is
Friday, Nov. 10. Federal, state, and local offic-
es will be closed, there will be no mail service
and post offices will be closed. Many banks
will be closed as well.

soldiers in Flanders.
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ten by a Canadian Lieutenant Colonel named John McCrae referred
to the fields of poppies growing around the graves of World War I

Other countries honor their military veterans

Many countries across the globe honor their military veterans, and
many do so on November 11 as well. For example, Canadians and
Australians observe Remembrance Day in honor of their nation’s
respective veterans on November 11. Great Britain observes Remem-
brance Day on the Sunday nearest to November 11.

Veterans Day is a day to honor and commemorate the brave men
and women who have honorably served in the U.S. military during
wartime and peacetime.

was signed, the day is still
viewed as the end of World
War 1.

Distinguishing Veterans Day from
Memorial Day

The VA notes that Veterans Day
honors all those individuals who served
honorably in the miliary during both
wartime and peacetime. Memorial Day
is a day to honor and remember mili-
tary personnel who died in the service
of their country, particularly those who
lost their lives in battle or as a result of
wounds sustained in battle.

Significance of red poppies

Red poppies are ubiquitous on
Memorial Day, but they’re also visible
on Veterans Day. Though it’s not taboo
to wear red poppies on Veterans Day,
it’s a tradition that aligns more with
Memorial Day. That’s because the pop-
pies are typically worn to honor fallen
military personnel. A 1915 poem writ-
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Scouting for local pockets of deer will improve
hunter success. Hunters in far northern areas
will again have fewer opportunities to harvest
antlerless deer, and in some areas will only be
allowed to harvest bucks. This will give local
deer populations in these northern areas a
chance to grow where their numbers are below
goals established in public deer population
goal setting process.

DPAs 604 and 679 are CWD management
zones where hunters must follow mandatory
CWD testing requirements the opening week-
end of firearms A season Nov. 4-5 and carcass
movement restrictions. The city of Grand Rap-
ids hunts also have mandatory sampling of all
deer one year of age or older taken in any sea-
on.

Northwestern deer report

Deer populations are mostly stable in north-
western Minnesota. While last winter was
moderate to severe in some areas, especially
around and north of Bemidji, the deer popula-
tion fared well over the winter throughout most
of the northwest part of the state.

72)

Deer have been feeding on a bumper acorn
crop this year. In low-lying areas, if dry condi-
tions persist, hunters will have easier access to
ditches and wetlands.

Many DPAs in northwestern Minnesota
have two- or three-deer harvest limits, and in
DPAs 111 and 203 hunters are only allowed to
harvest bucks. Some DPAs have lower harvest
limits because of concerns about the last two
winters’ effect on local deer populations, and
the lower deer limits will give deer populations
a chance to grow in these areas.

Hunters should also know that CWD sam-
pling will be mandatory during the opening
weekend of the regular firearms deer hunting
season in parts of three areas of the region,
including the East Grand Forks-Crookston-Cli-
max area in DPA 661, as well as the Bemidji
area in DPA 684. This year, mandatory CWD
sampling will also occur in northwest Minne-
sota’s elk range in parts of Kittson, Marshall
and Roseau counties — although CWD has not
been detected in these areas, the DNR is sam-
pling there to assess the risk of disease in local
deer and elk.

Deer hunting information is available on
the Minnesota DNR’s deer hunting webpage
(mndnr.gov/hunting/deer).

— Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources Report
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CHECK OUT OUR QUALITY CRAFTSMANSHIP

: Alex Evavold ownenticensed General Contractor
HOMES 3] evavold@capcustomhomes.com 320-267-8591

LIGHT BULBS
& MORE, INC

FOR HOME, FARM, OFFICE & WAREHOUSE

We carry a wide variety of Light Bulbs
LED * FLUORESCENT = SODIUM = QUARTZ = AND MORE

Downtown Maple Lake © Monday-Friday 8amto 5pm e 320-316-2500

—

- Design I -y / E i ilable f
. ngraving avallaple 1or
- Build - FPersonatize graving
i A i P Rocks. Mi everything from gravestones
- Renovate - ottery, Rocks, Mirrors, .
‘ Gifts, & Much More! to piggy banks! We offer
We work hard : . . . . & many products to beautify
to make b Q) Large Selection of Lights and Electrical Supplies , 2. _ _
d - ) . o AN homes and cherish memories.
your Creams - If we don't have it - we will find it! o,. .
arealty! \ X »-: Darwin
: e . . . . P
[3E3llow our projects on facebook and Instagram Q We can fix a|m0§t any Iamp’or light fixture oo " Monument 320-693-5902
- If we can'tfix it you don't pay! [ )

116 Highway 12, Darwin, MN 55324

www.darwinmonument.com
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Turkey Trot is Thanksgiving tradition
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About 140 runners and walkers erupt from the starting line of last year’s Thanksgiving Day Turkey Trot in Annandale.
This year’s event takes place at 8 a.m. on Thursday, Nov. 23. Four turkeys donated by Coborns in Clearwater are given
away every year to the top male and female finishers in two age categories.

By Brenda Erdahl

Thanksgiving is a day for turkey, stuffing,
and apple pie, not a grueling three mile run
in sometimes downright cold temperatures,
but that’s what some people around here have
come to think of it as.

For almost 14 years, the Annandale Maple
Lake (ANML) wrestling team has hosted
the annual Turkey Trot 5K on Thanksgiving
morning in Annandale, and every year 100
plus people turn out for a little early-morning
exercise before indulging in holiday festivi-
ties.

“It’s so cool to have people come together
on Thanksgiving morning,” ANML Head
Coach Ben Youngs said. “At first glance, it
seems like bad timing. However, everyone
is gone by 9 a.m. on a typical day, so there
is plenty of time to start the day with some
exercise and get to a family gathering.”

Youngs and fellow coaches Curt Nordlie and
Jason Bartels started the race in 2009.

“For years it was just the wrestlers and
coaches who met on Thanksgiving morning
and ran a random 4.2-mile route. I mentioned
it could be turned into a SK fundraiser for

the team, and we set it up. Curt, Jason, and |
wheeled off a course and the rest is history,”
Youngs said.

That first race drew 80 runners. Nate Hoffman
was the overall winner in a time of 18:36 and
Lisa Hines was the overall female winner in
21:09. Four turkeys donated by Coborns in
Clearwater were given to the top male and
female finishers in two age categories, and that

The Turkey Trot on Thanksgiving morn-
ing has become an annual tradition for
many looking for a little exercise before

taking part in the holiday feast.

Photos by Mary Christen

tradition continues to this day.

By 2011, the Turkey Trot had grown to 135
runners. Last year, the event attracted 140 run-
ners and walkers.

Because it takes place in the fall in Minne-
sota, the weather is often unpredictable for
these intrepid athletes. In 2011 the day was
described in the local newspaper as a “beauti-
ful, Thanksgiving morning with temperatures
at a frosty 30-some degrees” but not all race
days were that nice. In 2014 temperatures
hovered near zero degrees, according to the
Annandale Advocate; in 2019 nine inches of
snow fell the day before the race and in 2022,
runners and walkers navigated the three-mile
course through a thick fog.

The event draws mostly local people and
Youngs suspects it’s convenience that keeps
them close to home for family gatherings later
in the day. Many of the runners return year
after year, including Annandale cross country
runners, Maple Lake cross country runners
and others who either walk or run it. Once in
a while, the event attracts athletes from the
Metro or locations further north.

The money raised through registration fees

NOVEMBER 2023

and other donations goes entirely to the wres-
tling program. It pays for extra coaches, occa-
sional surprises like fruit or Dilly Bars for the
wrestlers, a trip to a college match and a hotel
stay in Alexandria when the team competes at
a tournament up there, Youngs said.

For 13 years the race has gone on, rain, snow,
or shine. Not even Covid could cancel it. In
2020, organizers decided to move the 5K to
the Maple Lake school grounds and runners
completed a two-loop course in a window

of time to avoid a common start. In 2021 it
moved back to Annandale and as of last year,
the event is back to normal.

This year’s race will take place on Thursday,
Nov. 23 at 8 a.m. Check-in is at the Annandale
Middle School. There is no advance registra-
tion. T-shirts are given out on a first come, first
serve basis. Last year organizers made a slight
adjustment to the old course, and they will
stick with that change this year, Youngs said.
Runners and walkers now run two identical
loops through Annandale, but they don’t go
through the park.

“I liked having (the course) go through the
park, but the path wasn’t always plowed,”
Youngs said.

Businesses interested in sponsoring the race
will get its name on the back of the T-shirt.
Sponsors generally pay $50 to $100, but there
is an option of being a primary sponsor. Prima-
ry sponsors’ names will appear in larger print
at the top of the T-shirt.

Essential gear for first-time Thanksgiving hosts

Contributed report

Hosting Thanksgiving is a large undertaking
that can put some hosts under pressure. Unlike
some other holidays that are less food-focused,
Thanksgiving is largely about the meal. Turkey
is the centerpiece of the celebration, and any
guests who come over are going to expect tur-
key and a number of side dishes. Leaving hun-
gry is never an option on Thanksgiving.

Individuals who are new to Thanksgiving
hosting may be at a loss as to where to start
with their preparation. There are certain must-
haves hosts should familiarize themselves with.
Many of these essentials revolve around tools
for cooking in the kitchen and serving guests.

Large roasting pan: You’ll need somewhere
to oven-roast the turkey. While it’s perfectly
acceptable to purchase a disposable aluminum
pan for this purpose, if you plan to host Thanks-
giving year after year, investing in a quality

roasting pan will help deliver even cooking
temperatures to the food and also can be used
for roasting other meats.

Wire rack: The turkey is placed upon a rack
inside of the roasting pan so that it will not
swim in the juices and cause a soggy bottom
during cooking. The rack can be used for other
purposes as well, including cooling baked cook-
ies or even drying out fresh herbs.

Food thermometer: Ensuring the turkey and
other foods are cooked to the correct internal
temperature is essential. You do not want to
send guests home with foodborne illnesses.
Food thermometers run very basic to program-
able, alerting cooks through an app on a smart-
phone. Turkey is done when the temperature
reads 170 F in the breast and 180 F in the thigh.
If stuffed, the stuffing should register 165 F.

Coordinated casserole dishes: Casserole dishes
can hold all the sides served with the turkey,

Build Confidence
Increase Strength
Boost Self Esteem
Sharpen Focus
Elevate Fitness

WELCOME HOME'
Pleasant Vista in Annandale provides
luxurious, upscale

1 & 2-bedroom apartment living that
includes:

® Granite Counter Tops

© Washer & Dryer - in unit

® Stainless Steel Appliances

® Walk-in shower — Tubs in two bedroom

e Patio / Balcony with beautiful scenic views

Annandale Health (& , Community Services

Clere from the Ileart

‘s Maple Lake

WINE & SPIRITS

www.mlwine-spirits.com I

Join today

Great Discounts with

Wine Cub

SAMPLINGS

throughout the year!

w7

m SENIOR 1 MUST BE
MONDAY DAY 0% 0"

Credit of
$1800/Mo.

after 6 months if you
reserve by February 1!

320-274-5031

Visit us online for a
full list of amenities
and further details!

YEAF!-FICJUND SAVINGS

Join

Lucky
is

OUR MEMBERS $ave
Ask us for details!

)

901 STATE HWY. 55 E.
Maple Lake

320.963.3715

Mon-Thur 9am - 9pom | Fri-Sat 9am - 10pm | Sun11am - 4pm

Improve Stamina

MIGHTY DRAGONS CLASSES
AVAILABLE FOR KIDS AGES 3+

DOIO

KARATE

um \ted
pvailability

Reserved
SpotTOday :

sh

Break a Board Earn your White Belt

DO

Visit DojoKarate.com for a FREE Class -763.684.1000
* Buffalo * Monticello © Maple Grove * Rogers ® Elk River » Medina ® Waconia

763-682-2033 *

Junction Towing — 24 Hour Hotline

Light * Medium x Heavy Duty Towing

24 HOUR SERVICE

including stuffing, sweet potatoes, mashed pota-
toes, green beans, and more. A set of matching
dishes will help the tablescape look more coor-
dinated.

Service for over eight: Thanksgiving draws a
crowd, so take inventory of silverware, dish-
es, wine glasses, and any other table needs to
ensure that you can accommodate all of the
guests. Purchase new items if you cannot set the
table completely with what you have, as mixed
and matched may be okay for informal events
but may not set the tone hosts are aiming for on
Thanksgiving.

Table and chairs: Determine if you have enough
table space to seat all of your guests. Some
dining tables come with an extension leaf, but
you still may need to supplement with a folding
table. You may need more seating.

Turkey serving platter: When the turkey is ready,
it can be placed on an attractive serving platter

).529

EXPIRES 12.31.23

RATE

rowereD BY APi GROUP

Make sure you have everything you
need to make your first Thanksgiving
as host special.

for your photos, after which you slice and then
return the sliced poultry to the serving platter
for dining.

Thanksgiving requires a number of essen-
tials that hosts will need to have on hand to
make the holiday complete.

CAREERS
BUILT HERE

Complete solutions for the following markets
Communications

Power Gas

APPLY TODAYAT
mpnexlevel.com

® PLUMBING e HEATING e COOLING e WATER CONDITIONING

7 ALL-SEASON SOLUTIONS =

SOLUTIONS:

PLUMBING & |

CLEARWATER,MN s Al Evavold@solutionsplumbingmech.com

Call today!

320-267-8591
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COLOR ME FOR A CHANCE TO WIN A SWELT PuIZE! [

Color the drawing below and bring it to the CoLUREing sponsor of the month HOMESTYLE COUNTRY CAFE for a chance to win a
I $25 gift card to In Hot Water and a one year subscription to the Annandale Advocate! Extra copies of the picture are available at
any of the businesses listed on this page. Deadline to drop off picture is Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023.

CONGRATULATIONS
COLUBEDS, YOU'VE WON!

All | to enter. Colori il be judged by the CoLUREi test f th th. Wi ill b tified by phone. ,

ages welcome 10 enter. Lolorings will be juage y the CO INg contest sponsor of the mon |nner;/w € notite: Yy phone I Cllc ny cn.I_O N é

THE COLUREING CONTEST $PONSOR THIS MONTH 19 f 1 ($25 Gift Card)

HOMESTYLE COUNTRY CAFE ((\GS g/e M“DDI( ‘Z

Drop Entries off at: © 7 ke ,

95 Elm St. E. » Hwy 55., Annandale -+ (320) 274-1404 Country [ - (1-Year Subscription to the Advocate) 4

Hours: Sun.: 7 am-1 pm « M-W.: 7 am-3 pm < Th.-F.: 7 am-8 pm + Sa.: 7 am-3 pm Cafe I . o
(NTQY INCOQM“TION (Please fill in the information below to complete your entry into the COLUREING contest.) I

Name: Age: Town: Phone:

MORE FUN!

—
|
|
|
~
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

UNSCRAMBLURE

Unscramble the letters to determine the words.

KESAT

AMERICOLMC

TASKEFABR

| NUMBER CRUNCHER
Find the missing numbers (1-9) in the puzzle below.
I Solve the puzzle using the hints in gray.
I (+)
I 18
S |
I 13
I 14
Il o 10 3 -2
I € (4 6
I 1sepeaig
[BIIBLILLIOD LA L
yeals
I INN INN DN DNN DN INN NN DNN INN BNE INN I I BE mm me mm mm o mm mll :emsue ainT-quiesosun S192]¢F

We cater for w'nm..........m S ‘.; T
W ALL Occasmns"' 2
\ T v 22
- N 7 v i [

eat frest" i

LAKE C EN TRAL Open 7 Days a Week:

TRUCK MATE TOPPERS

Birthd =L * Tonneau Covers * Rock Tamer Mud Flaps
* birthdays * Compustar Remote Starts  * Brush Guards
BANKING e INSURANCE e INVESTMENTS 8a.m.-10p.m. * Anniversaries * WeatherTech Floor Liners ¢ Running Boards
www.lakecentral.bank * Reunions 540 Elm St. E, Annandale, MN 320.274.3008
service@lakecentral bank r@ X ‘3 Hwy. 55 ¢ Annandale e Graduation Parties Open Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m-5:30 p.m., Sat. By Appomtment only
’ N * And More... =
St e/l f O WWW. truckmatetopper‘s com ZPELA O

A-1 MARINE. INC BRIDAL FASHION DIAMONDS YOUR COMMUNITY, YOUR NEWSPAPER,

* : . - YOUR LIFE!
[ 320-274-8227 CUSTOM DESIGN ON-SITE RFPAIR

ANNANDALE
QG WWW AMARINEING.COM V7 3/ AdVOCate

JEWELRY 320-274-3052

Open Tues-Sat Downtown, Main St., Annandale

Downtown Annandale

HIGHWAY 55 WEST, @3,;»
ANNANDALE, MN 55302 <. ="

www.annandaleadvocate.com

www.millers-jewelry.com

MCDONALD’S Like a good neighbor, La town Dental
OF ANNANDALE State Farm is there.® M
. N o NEW PATIENTS ALWAYS WELCOME! e
- Paynesville o 4 | pavid ¢. Burd, agent Great home & * CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION
- Buffalo ‘ Amnsaeim sz @UtO rates for Family ¢ Implant ¢ Cosmetic ® Orthodontics  Invisalign

Dr. Eric & Dr. Meghan Rambow
www .laketowndental.com

1) inn) g k® Bus: 320-274-3185 any budget
. Y/ www.davidcburd.com
Monticello I mlovin’it ,

274.5958 211 Elm Street W, Annandale| ... S StateFarm®

300 Park St E, Annandale, MN 55302
320-274-8555

With rewards for safe
behavior that protects what TAKES[!N\EUF THE WORRY ” H O-l- Wﬂ-l-fp Stop by for your br eakfast Broasted Chicken-
;Eattefs mlo?t' rfatherh L(\]UT OF LIFE” POLICY brew and a treat or two. ® Our Specialty
an penalties for what '
doesn’t go quite right. And Coffee § P| e Espresso  * Sodas ((\GS"Q/ . alne In OdrTgke Out
with the support you need, every step of the way. FIANDALE, Al &) Q omemade soups
* Tea ® Scones Daily

For your car. Your home. For your unique life.

[ ]
. : : ; ; Featuring Casual
Dream fearlessly with American Family Insurance. Contact me today. * Slushies * Cookies Dining g
Alyssa Radisewitz Domagala, Agent See us on Facebook gy * Home kin
59 0ok Ave.N,AnnandaIeg 8 for updates & Events & 2 Hours: Sun 7 am-1 pm ome Coo 8
aradisew@amfam.com Mon-Wed 7 am-3 pm * Homemade Pie
Bus: (320) 274-5900 AMERICAN FAMILY e Thu-Fri 7am - 8 pm
aIL;/Sssadomagalaagencycom “INSURANCE M 320-274-6828 Sat. 7 am - 3P£ 95 Elm St. East *
20 Cedar St. E, Annandale T Hwy 55 « Annandale,

InHotWaterCoffee.com -OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK- 274-1404

Amer leIyM! sl Insurance Gampany 5. & fis Operaing Compan
American Fa e Company, 6000 American Parkway m , 0
Madis WI \a783 Go020 017700 < 1130 - 15185008
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Colatiy

Calendar

Saturday

Daylight Savings Time Ends
Sunrise- 6:58 a.m.
Sunset- 4:56 p.m.

o Grump Old Men-The Musical, Buffalo
Performing Arts Center, 2 p.m.

© MN Vikings @ Atlanta, 12 p.m. -No School

12

e Annandale City Council Meeting,

City Hall, 7 p.m.
Sunrise-7:08 a.m.
Sunset-4:48 p.m.
o MN Vikings Vs. New Orleans, 12 p.m.

19

e National Education Week
@ NewMoon

Sunrise-7:18 a.m.
Sunset-4:41 p.m
* MN Vikings @ Denver 7:20 p.m.

26

Media Center, 7 p.m

O Full Moon
Sunrise-7:27 a.m.

Sunset-4:36 p.m e Cyber Monday

o Annandale, End of 1st Quarter

o Maple Lake School Board Meeting 7p.m

20

e Annandale School Board Meeting, AES

27

© MN Vikings Vis. Chicago 7:15 p.m.

o Maple Lake Chamber Meeting, 12 p.m.

o All Saints' Day

6 7

o Hasty-Silver Creek Sportsmen’s Club

o Election Day Meeting, 7 p.m

O FullMoon

13 14

e Chatham Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
e Potluck Dinner Pioneer Park, 6:30 p.m.

® American Legion Meeting, 7:30 p.m. at
the Legion Club

e Maple Lake Schools- Late Start Lake Legion, 7 p.m.

21

 Maple Lake City Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m
o CorinnaTownship Meeting, 7 p.m.

o Maple Lake Township Meeting, 7 p.m.

o Albion Township Meeting, 7 p.m.

o Silver Creek Township Meeting, 7 p.m.

28

 Wright County Snowmobile Association
Meeting - American Legion, 7:30 p.m.

© Annandale Chamber Meets, 11:30 a.m.

o Maple Lake VFW Post 7664, at the Maple

° 2023 Holiday Gift Guide is out,
Pickit up in the Advocate or Messenger

o Legion Riders atThe Legion Club, 7 p.m.

8 9

o Lion's Club Meets, 7 p.m., at the V by HH
o Sons of the American Legion, 8 p.m. at

15 16

o Maple Lake Legion Auxiliary Meets, 7 p.m.
e Wright Saddle Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m

22 23

Thanksgiving Day

e Thanksgiving Break, No School Annan-
dale/ Maple Lake

o ANMLAnnualTurkey Trot 5k, Downtown
Annandale (tenative)

29 30

e Knights of Columbus Meeting,
St.Timothy Church, 7 p.m.

e Grumpy Old Men-The Musical, Buffalo
Performing Arts Center, 7:30 p.m.

o Maple Lake Teacher Workshop
-No School

o Thanksgiving Break
No School Annandale/ Maple Lake

3 4

o Deer Firearms Opener (Season A)

e Grumpy Old Men-The Musical, Buffalo
Performing Arts Center, 7:30 p.m.

e Dassel-Cokato Craft Fair, Cokato High
School 9-2 p.m.

o Civil War Veteran Workshop, WCHS,
10-17a.m.

e Annual Fall Bazaar, Community United
Methodist Church, Monticello, 9-3 p.m

10 11

o St.Timothy's Shopping Extravaganza
o Maple Lake's Fall Craft Sale, Maple Lake
Elementary, 9 a.m-2 p.m.

17

o Deer Firearm Season Opener (Season B)
o Arts & Crafts Fair, Howard Lake School, 9-2

24 25

 Small Business Saturday, Downtown
Buffalo, Annandale & Maple Lake, Partici-
pating Chamber Businesses

 Annual Tree Lighting, Riverfront Park,
Delano and Clock Tower Park, Annandale

Community Calendar Sponsors

(763) 684-3965
wwvy.dezielHVAc.corp

- Residential - Heating - Cooling - Sales - Service

Independent School District 0881

[/bzg/w(// /ea/‘/(/k//

% Early Ed - 0-5 AGE DATA CENSUS

Community Ed

o%s Kidville - SCHOOLAGE CARE
Wee lrch preschoa] 320.963.5991
o Wee rish Freschool - Early Childhood Ed
. Community Use of Facility 320.963.7453
 Community Education Kidville
320.963.6415

o Early Childhood Family Ed - ecre

8

0 at Lake Central

LAKE CENTRAL

INSURANCE SERVICES
Annandale ¢ Maple Lake ¢ Clearwater

Paul Manuel, Agency Manager ¢ 320.963.3163

www.lakecentral.bank - agency@lakecentral.bank

PROVIDING INSURANCE FOR:
HOME * AUTO * HEALTH * LIFE * FARM * BUSINESS * LONG TERM CARE

Visit your
Taple

MAPLE LAKE

&’ Lake Library

Monday & Friday: 12-6 » Wednesday: 12-8
Saturday: 10-1
Downtown Maple Lake

320.963.2009

ADVERTISE
s 5 0 ALL YEAR
PER MONTH

Call 320-963-3813

Advertise in your Community Calendar
Update your space Monthly! Less Than $1.65 per day

Ada Dittberner

REALTOR®

952.999.0949

realty

rowerep sv API Group

500 County Road 37 East  Maple Lake
320.963.2400 - www.mpnexlevel.com

e Family Medicine
* OB/GYN

!‘! .
e Occupational

ALLINA. I\/Ied|C||ne "
MEDICAL ° Mental Healt
CLINIC Services

Annandale ¢ 440 Elm St. E
Allina Hospitals & Clinics 320-274-3744

R . .. Cokato ¢ 110 Olsen Blvd.
allinamedicalclinic.com ~ 320-286-2123

Schedule your appointments 24/7/365

e Family Medicine

P e

e OB/GYN
: ¢ Occupational
ALLINA. I\/Iedicilne "
MEDICA]L ° Mental Healt
CLINIC Services

Annandale ¢ 440 Elm St. E

Allina Hospitals & Clinics 320-274-3744
to ¢ 110 Olsen Blvd.

Cok:
allinamedicalclinic.com  320-286-2123

Schedule your appointments 24/7/365

RELIABLE AUTO CARE

TIRES e BRAKES e DIAGNOSTICS ® SUSPENSION e & MORE!

Bring in this COUPON
$2Q95 | $4Q9% | S§Q9s
FULL-SYNTHETIC

CONVENTIONAL | SEMI-SYNTHETIC
1018 Hwy 55 East » Buffalo

763-682-3222 o reliable-autocare.com

o) ®

7
Shane Jurfns » Maple Lakec

320-274-RO0F

PACE

INDUSTRIES
Crsthag Snaearins

NOW HIRING FOR IMMEDIATE OPENINGS
New, Competitive Wage Progression

Full & Part Time Positions
apply online at: paceind.com/careers

Manufacturing
in Maple Lake

since 1095

#Maple Lake¥

WINE & SPIRITS
320.963.31

Ask about our
Wine Club!

Next to Cenex
901 State Hwy. 55 East * Maple Lake

Advocate
320-274-2052

IREACH OVER

16,000

LOCAL RESIDENTS

Call 320-963-3813

,Acg;\? ERTISE

YOUR EVENT IN THE

LAKE COUNTRY
CALENDAR!

NO
- APPOINTMENT
"y NEGESSARY!
- '-.’
ASE Certified Auto Repair
520 Division St. W, Maple Lake MN
Hours: Mon. = Fri. 6 a.m. =5 p.m.

320-963-2060

www.mmexpresssales.com

NEIL'S
(FLG@R COVERING )

CARPET « CERAMIC « VINYL « HARDWOOD
COMMERCIAL « RESIDENTIAL

email@neilsfloorcovering.com « www.neilsfloorcovering.com
763-684-0600 270 State Hwy. 55 NE
| Fax: 763-684-0599 Buffalo, MN 55313 |

Find us on Facebook foo!

Bernatellos

———Fyods®

Proud to be part of the
Maple Lake Community!

www.bernatellos.com

The Maple Lake

MESSENGER
320-963-3813
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