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entertain on the Main Stage.

Information and times inside. Of the ye ar
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By Brenda Erdahl

Although now famous for its State-
Fair-sized crowds, exciting entertainment
and no plaques no trophies philosophy,
the Gear-Head Get Together actually
comes from very humble beginnings.

It all started with a couple dozen

Shmlng nghts old cars on display by the creamery in
159 volunteers give their time downtown Maple Lake. Founder Scott
to keep Maple Lakes Largest Chantland had the idea to incorporate a
event moving forward. car show into the city’s summer celebra-

Page 7 tion, Taste of Maple Lake. The event was
sponsored by the Maple Lake Chamber
of Commerce and was your typical,

History of Gear-Head
(Continued on page 12)

1933 Willys Gasser
has the right stuff to honor the
13th Annual Gear-Head T-Shirt

in 2024
Pages 8-9

M

Maple Lake will host the 13th Annual Gear-Head Get Together and Swap Meet on
Saturday, August 17, 2024. Enjoy this complimentary issue of the Gear-Head Gazette
filled with all the details you will need to attend this free event hosted by the Maple Lake
Chamber. StOp in and see it's much more than a car show! Photos from Messenger Archives

PowerHouse Mobile Dyno
revved to be back in 2024

By Brenda Erdahl
Back by popular demand for this year’s Gear-Head Get Together
is the Powerhouse Mobile Dyno.

If you are a horsepower junkie obsessed with speed, you can fi nd
out if your vehicle is the biggest and fastest on the road with just a
pull on the portable dynamometer or “dyno” for short. The device
will measure the torque and RPM of your engine, plus you’ll get a
printout of your car’s performance.

Motorcycle Show | .

is back. New shows start on the Find out the torque and RPM of your vehicle at the The Dyno made its debut at the Get Together last year and about

hour throughout the day. Powerhouse Mobile Dyno available at this year’s Gear- PowerHouse Mobile Dyno
Page 10 Head Get Together. (Continued on page 14)
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Post 131- Maple Lakee 320-963-3911
OPEN TO PUBLIC * (PLEASE SIGN OUR GUEST BOOK)

BEER GARDEN AND FOOD STAND'

GAMBLI ENSE # 00623

1B LA cEAR-H '

*

COLDWELL BANKER
. REALTY

Charlene Wurm
Realtor| MN
12 Operated by subsidiary of NRT LLC.[R

@@—’-—,—@@ 612-759-0631

charlene.wurm@cbburnet.com
www.CharleneWurm.com
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—— Public Transit System

For all ages...
For almost any reason!
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Your Pickup. Your Destination. Your Choice.
$4 - Less Than 25 Miles ¢  $8 - More Than 25 Miles
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$2 — For Rides Provided Entirely Within The Same City Limits

1-888-743-3828 TrailblazerTransit.com
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MAIN STAGE §3271 Ry LIVE MUSIC

Star Chiefs

Star Chiefs will return to the Gear-Head stage after being well received last
year in their debut performance at the event. They play traditional rockabilly
music heavily influenced by all-time greats like Elvis Presley, Buddy Holly, Carl
Perkins, Stray Cats, Johnny Cash and more.

They have been playing this authentic American music around the Twin Cit-
ies since 2010. They have been called family friendly yet rockin’ and rebellious
—a good time for all.

Star Chiefs ¥

The
Everett Smithson Band

The Everett Smithson Band was formed in 2005 with Everett Smithson on harp
and vocals, Phil Schmid on guitar, Jeremy Johnson on drums and Bill Black on
stand-up bass. In 2006 Everett’s wife Kathy Smithson joined with her accordions
and added a creole sound while mixing it up with tunes by Wanda Jackson, Lavern
Baker, Memphis Minnie and more. In 2018, Victor Span added his talents on drums
and Jeremy Johnson added his guitar skills to bring the band to where they are today.
Everett, Phil and Kathleen have added many originals to the set list over the years
which can be heard on any of their five CDs including 2018s “Tall Tales.”

The Everett Smitf

Maple Lake Fire Department
Annual Fundraising Event is here!

Donations accepted now thru *
Septem-ber 11th L NN Join us for 1A
Bourbons Tasting"

September 11th

ofpruceedsgotﬁ : ) ' Maple Lake Legion@ 7pm
MapeLoke ot ||t Tickets $10

Drop of monetary donations at Maple Lake Wine & Spirits

For each case purchased of _ 1l Kt A eers
COORS BANQUET | i g o
& COORS LIGHT ' -

$1.00 is donated back to the
Fire Department.

24pk120z

Fire Department %

Purchase your tickets
at Maple Lake Wine & Spirits

Coming Soon! ¢r Maple Lake %
Maple Lake Fire Department WINE & SPIRITS

DEPT.
AN

WS ] Silent Auction 320.963.3715

Y & Next to Cenex in Maple Lake ® 901 State Hwy. 55 E
m August 28th - September 11th ext to Cenex in Maple Lake tate Hwy. ast
LOOK FOR DETAILS AT MAPLE LAKE WINE & SPIRITS

Mon-Thur: 9am-9pm | Fri-Sat: 9am-10pm | Sun:11am-4pm
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Test your Gear-Head
KNOWLEDGE
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in these musical favorites
from the 1950’s & 60’s

Summer 2024 1.What was the Little Deuce Coupe’s best speed? ( Beach Boys 1963)
ASupplement to

Maple Lake Messenger & 2. What year was Ole Betsy born and where? (Beach Boys 1963)
Annandale Advocate

3. What could catch the 4097 ( Beach Boys 1962)

4. Name the two cars racing in Shutdown. ( Beach Boys 1963)

The Production Team:
gfgfl';"?éd Gazette Don Dittherner Project Editor 5. According to Elvis, There’s “No Room To ” (1963)
ivision Street West
PO Box 817 Brenda Erdahl Staff Writer 6. What article of clothing was recommended in “Little Honda?” (Beach Boys)
Maple Lake MN 55358 Nick Pawlenty Ad Sales
320-963-3813 Amanda Menden Copy Editor 7. What was the “Little Honda” more fun than? (Beach Boys)

8. Complete the sentence “Every time I have a date, there’s only one place to go,
” ( Beach Boys)

9. What was burning up at Drag City” (Jan & Dean 1963)
10. What was the Little Old Ladies pretty little flower made from? (Jan & Dean )

11. Where did the XKE pass the Stingray on the way to Deadman’s Curve? ( Jan
& Dean 1964)

12. Where did Dave Dudley start his “Six Days on the Road” in 1963?

13. Who was the foreman in “There Ain’t No Easy Run” and how old was he?
(Dave Dudley 1968

14. What hill was the Hot Rod Jalopy going up? (Johnny Bond 1960)
15. What type of vehicle did Gene Savage drag race with a “Big Machine?”

16.In 1955 Gene Simmons sang about a “Peroxide Blonde and a
HowardsPIumblngInc.com

. 17. Leadfoot had his “right foot on the floor board and hi (D
715 Norway Drive E. Annandale, MN cadfoot had his “right foot on the floor board and his ________"(Don

Sergeant & His Buddies 1959)

18. Where did Mickey Gilley find his baby in 19617

* com pl.ete Boqy & 19. What did the singer who had the “Hot Rodder’s Dream” have to do when he
Pa Int Serv]ce woke up? (Ray Burden )

(o . 20. What did you have to do to keep up with Burt Keyes in 1960?
> Collision Repair
tO REStOl'ationS 21. What was Carl Perkins asking of his father in 1958?

22. Where did Chuck Berry park when he had “No Particular Place to Go” in
412 - 7th St. N.E. 1964

Buffalo, MN 55313

23. What was Chuck Berry’s dilemma in ‘No Particular Place to Go?”

24. What did the “Hopped-Up Mustang” racing the Cadillac Sedan get caught by?
25. What was John D. Loudermilk’s job in “Road Hog”? (1962)

Answers on page 14
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MORRIE'S

Buffalo Ford

www.morriesbuffaloford.com

702 Hwy 55, Buffalo, MN 55313

HOURS: Friday - Saturday 9 AM-6PM | Monday - Thursday 9 AM-8 PM

GEAR-HEAD GAZETTE
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METAL STAMPING
METAL FABRICATION
LASER CUTTING

O\

CEDAR LAKE

METAL SOLUTIONS

Your Partner for Metal Manufacturing

www.cedarlakeeng.com
500 CONGRESS ST W, MAPLE LAKE MN 55358

320.526.1259

Visit us onllne at www.ci. maple -lake.mn. us

clty COuncll Meetmgs held on the first and thlrd Tuesday of the month
++ ADDITIONAL MEETINGS AS NEEDED *

Utilities
Electricity
Wright-Hennepin Co-op (320) 963-3131
Xcel Energy (800) 895-4999
Telephone - Cable

Maple Lake Wine & Spirits Spectrum
Municipally Owned Windstream

(320) 963-3715 - 901 State Hwy. 55 E Gas
Where profits pour back into the community! CenterPoint Energy

City Services

 Garbage pick-up: every Tuesday

« Recycling pick-up: every other Tues.
e Water & Sewer: Contact City Hall

(833) 272-6789
(320) 274-8201

(800) 245-2377

Parking Restrictions
Nov. 1st to April 1st

No Parking on streets between 1 a.m.and 7
a.m., or until street is plowed curb to curb.

City Hall 320-963-3611
Fax: 320-963-6612
CITY HALL OFFICE HOURS
e Monday-Thursday: 7 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Friday: 7 a.m. - 11 a.m.
ake

Maintenance 320-963-3738
MAINTENANCE HOURS

10 Maple A South

P.O. ;’;:7;7%“6 o Monday - Thursday: 6:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Maple Lake, MN 55358-0757 Friday 6:30 a.m -10-30 a.m

Emergency Notification

Contact City Hall to sign up for our
Emergency Notification System

/ \
STARBANK

The Bank That Cares™

We have all the “bells and whistles”
of the big banks and we employ
local residents while focusing
on the vitality of our community.

WEBSITE:
www.star.bank

MOBILE APP:
Star Bank MN

Member FDIC Equal Housing Lender
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Accounting « Tax  Advisory Services

Moving People and
Business Forward

Ryan Smail, CPA
Casey Mattson, CPA
Heather Olson, CPA

Robert Ambrookian, CPA

763-682-6458

105 3rd Ave. S. Buffalo, MN

WWWw.gojmsc.com

WEST SUBURBAN

Auto Sales

Used Vehicles

Custom Buying

Let us find a vehicle for you!

Trade-ins

Financing —
- Warranty

All Vehicles Inspected

WEST
BURBAN

WEST SUBURBAN WEST SUBURB_I-\N
~ Auto Detailing Auto Service
Trucks Full Service
Cars ASE Certified Mechanics
Interior 0il Changes
Exterior Tires
Professional Buffing Brakes
Fleet Discounts Suspension
Call for Quote Engines/Transmission

August 17, 2024
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Bethlehem
United Church of Christ

“AN INcLusive FAiTH COMMUNITY”
2024 Honduras Mission Trip

"Commlted to serving
A the local community and the world.”

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.”
Bethlehem UCC is open, accepting, and theologically progressive faith community com-
mitted to nurturing people in their spiritual growth while living out our faith in serving the
community. We welcome all to join us for worship, fellowship, and service.

Sunday morning worship begins at 9:30 A.M. Come and Join us for worship and stay
for coffee and fellowship. Education for all starting in the fall.

400 Co. Rd 37 NW, Maple Lake, MN 55358 Pastor Marc Well Nagel
www.bethlehemmn.org °* Bethuccml@gmail.com

The Maple lake I.|ons wlll be at the
1 3th Rnnual Gear-Head Get Together!

Check out one of three
burger stands staffed by
Lions & local volunteers!

It is our largest fundraiser of the year!

LIONS WE SERVE.

MaplelLakeLions@Outlook.com
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By Brenda Erdahl

When trying to control
chaos, leave it to a knight, the
Knight’s of Columbus that is.

Every third weekend in
August thousands of gear-
heads and non-gear-heads
alike squeeze into Maple Lake
congesting the city streets for
a full-day of automotive fun
in what’s been called a day of
“controlled chaos.”

Fortunately, the Knights of
Columbus (KC) are there to
make sense of it all. Dressed
in bright yellow shirts with Pit
Crew written on the back, and
wielding flags, their job is to
safely get people where they
need to be. From 5:30 a.m. until
afternoon the volunteers are
hard at work.

“We do the show car parking,
assist with spectator parking,
welcome all the cars and pro-
vide them with maps,” Knight
John Northenscold Jr. said.

At 2 p.m. the crew of about
25 KCs, transition away from
parking for a while to help the
thousands of pedestrians safely
cross city streets while cars
continue to trickle in and out.

The real crazy time is 7 to 9
a.m., that’s when highway 55
and County Road 8§ start to back
up and the Knights must scram-
ble to open roads and relieve
congestion, Northenscold said.

Gear-Head doesn’t official-
ly start until 8 a.m. but with
hundreds of hot rods, classics,
remodels and motorcycles to
make room for, owners want to
make sure they get a good park-
ing spot.

“We utilize every spot we
can all the way out to Linden
back to where the swap meet is
on the north end of Birch and

all of downtown.”

By 10 a.m. things start to
settle down and gear-heads
begin pulling out their lawn
chairs and relaxing next to their
parked show cars.

“There are a couple car
shows in the area that day
though and some want to get
to both, so they start leaving
and then they are going against
all the other cars coming in,”
Northenscold said.

The Knights can usually fill
in the vacated parking spot left
behind, but now it’s harder to
maneuver cars into spots with
valuable classics on either side.

By 10 a.m. about half of the
Knights leave their posts to go
and enjoy the event with their
families. The rest have cross-
walk duty and do their best to
assist spectators where they
can, that includes giving golf-
cart rides to people with hand-
icaps and dealing with minor
incidents like heat exhaustion.

Last year the Gear-Head
Committee introduced a shuttle
service that picks spectators up
in the high school parking lot
and drops them off under the
watertower. That was a big help
to the Knights and the com-
mittee plans to use it again this
year, Northenscold said.

The Knights like to work the
get together for two reasons: It
fits in with their priorities as a
service group, and it’s fun.

“Our volunteers love it
because it gives them the oppor-
tunity to see lots of community
members,” Northenscold said.
“The Gear-Head Committee is
also a very nice organization
to work with. Because of their
philosophy of no plaques, or
trophies, it’s just a fun event

GEAR-HEAD GAZETTE

KNIGHTS SHINE

in pit-crew role at Get-Together

A member of the Knights of Columbus directs a truck through the crowded streets of Maple Lake
during Gear-Head Get Together.

for families to get together and
enjoy each other’s company.”

Adding to the fun but also
the challenge for the Knights is
the fact that the get together is
more than just a car show, it’s a
motorized everything show.

“We’ll get these gas-pow-
ered washing machines on the
back of a trailer that someone
restored and is really proud of
and they’ll say to us, where do
we park and we say, ‘lets see, a
washing machine, I think you
should go over by the water
tower because that’s where the
small stuff is. Or it could be
a tractor or motorcycle on a
trailer. We even have a guy with
a sawmill — lots of interesting
folks — and we have to first dis-
cern what they have and then
where they need to be,” North-
enscold said.

Northenscold and his broth-
er Paul chair the event for
the Knights but it was Grand
Knight Kenny Paumen who first

—
1
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got them involved eight years
ago.

It’s a win-win relationship
for both organizations. The
Gear-Head Committee gets
skilled help, and they recipro-
cate by making a donation to
the Knights who turn around
and put the money back into the
community.

The Knights have 159 mem-
bers between the two Catholic
parishes in Annandale and
Maple Lake. They’ve donated
9,600 hours of service to those
two communities plus more
than $25,000. The service hours
are spent doing anything from
ditch cleanup to visiting people
who are sick or hosting pancake
breakfasts. About 2/3 of their
monetary proceeds go to parish
related charitable causes and the
1/3 goes to general community
related causes, Northenscold
said.

“The knights are all about
charity and service, just like

the Lions and Jaycees, only our
group has more of a faith ele-
ment,” he said.

The Knights of Columbus
was established at Maple Lake
St. Timothy church in 1953.

In addition to the Knights,
there are others who volunteer
for the day who have no affil-
iation with the group, but just
want to take part because it’s
fun; and they are always wel-
comed with open arms.

By mid-afternoon the
Knights receive additional relief
with the arrival of some of the
community’s youth. Some of
the kids are from the St. Tim-
othy Youth Group, some are
looking for confirmation service
hours, others are children of the
Knights and some are children
of the Gear-Head Committee,
but all are there to lend a hand.

They all have fun at what’s
been called Maple Lake’s larg-
est event of the year.

The Knights of Columbus “pit crew” have the
tough job making sense out of the chaos when
thousands of people pour into town for the
Gear-Head Get Together each year.
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39 Willys basser

HAS THE RIGHT

Minnesota’s
Automotive Destination

AAUTOMOTIVE FOUNDATION

By Brenda Erdahl

From the Top Fuel Rail Dragster “Prus-
sian” to Kevin Lehse’s Rat Rod Lincoln,
the Gear-Head Get Together t-shirt has fea-
tured some of the most iconic and unique
vehicles to ever appear on the streets of
Maple Lake.

Joining the company of those elite
machines on this year’s t-shirt is the Veit
Automotive Foundation owned 1933 Willys
Coupe Model 77.

With only 13,000 produced during a
four-year run, according to Hotrod LLC, the
Willys 77 is a pretty rare find. Veit’s Willys
was built by Dave and Lisa Simard of East
Coast Customs. It’s powered by a 3.8-liter
Grand National Turbocharged engine, has
highly customized wider fenders and a full
custom chassis, said Jarrid Roulet curator
for the Veit Automotive Foundation.

Willys was one of those makes that just
kind of went away, Roulet said. Consoli-
dation within the industry really hurt the
brand, as did the Great Depression and
WWII. Today, most Willys seen at car
shows and on the roads are fiberglass repli-
cations. It’s pretty rare to find a Willys with
its original steel frame.

Powerep sy APi Group

GEAR-HEAD GAZETTE

The Veit Foundation’s 1933 Willys Coupe Model 77 was built by Dave and Lisa
Simard of East Coast Customs. The car is powered by a 3.8-liter Grand National
Turbocharged engine, has highly customized wider fenders and a full custom chassis.
A sportier version of the four-door modifications of course.
coupe, the 1933 Willy’s 77 was made
famous in the late 1950s by drag racer
Ohio George Montgomery. The cars were
made small and were reasonably priced for
the time, Roulet said. That made them the
perfect platform to be raced — with a few

Montgomery’s ingenuity reportedly
included putting cement in the spare tire for
a time to help increase traction. These early
modified cars were referred to as gassers
and some would argue the Willys 77 is one
of the best-known examples of one.

_Apply today at

August 17, 2024

The 33 Willys isn’t the only rare find at
the Veit Automotive Foundation Museum.
Located just south of Monticello, this 500-
acre campus is also home to a Willys Road-
ster - one of only seven known to exist. The
facility, which is open for public viewing
by appointment, houses about 80 vehicles
all together, plus 200 rare and unusual gas
pumps — the largest in the country. The
museum also collects local history, often in
the form of signs from bygone businesses
like the Monticello Theatre, Monticello
Ford, the Monti Club and the Galaxy Drive-
in.

Dubbed Minnesota’s Automotive Desti-
nation, Gear-heads come from all over the
country to experience America’s automo-
tive past at the Veit Museum.

The foundation was established in 2000
by Vaughn Veit with the goal of propagat-
ing the car culture. One of the ways the
Veit Foundation does that is through youth
programs like Young Backyard Builders.
This is an opportunity for young builders 18
to 27 years old to show the cars they have
built or are building.

“It’s about the person and their story,
their journey working on that car. What
we’re really trying to do is foster that

~www.mpnexlevel.com
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benefited from Veit’s philanthropy and there open for business. We do have limited hours
is never a charge to visit the museum although  (Wednesdays and Sundays to tours of 10 to
they do ask that visitors bring a food donation 20 people) at the same time it’s really a buck-

for Wright County Community Action. et-list stop to come see us,” Roulet said.

“Mr. Veit always wants to make sure any- Vaughn Veit has been a part of the commu-
one who is interested in cars can come out and  nity since 1968 and his passion for cars runs
see it,” Roulet said. deep.

“We are right here in the back- “We’re pretty proud of what we have
yard, and we want people here,” Roulet said.
to understand we are

Featured on this year’'s Gear-Head Get Together shirt is a
1933 Willys Coupe Model 77 owned by the Veit Automotive
Foundation.

~ SHOW &
SWAP MEET

The Veit Automotive Foundation and Museum is located just south of
Monticello on 500-acres. A collection of vintage style barns houses
about 80 vehicles plus 200 rare and unusual gas pumps and signs
from bygone local businesses like the Monti Club The Veit Automotive
Foundation and Museum is open by appointment for tours of 10 to 20
people Wednesdays and Saturdays at no charge.

younger generation into building cars Up for grabs is a $500 cash prize, plus
and continuing the legacy. That’s really  a tool-box full of tools. The contest is
what we’re trying to do, to get them not judged on the highest value vehicle,
involved, get them out to the shows and  rather it’s about the person, their build,
embrace the car culture,” Roulet said. the personal connection with their build
“We really just want the kids to enjoy and the journey they took as they built

cars. For us it was a right of passage. the vehicle.
When we turned of age, we were down
there to get our drivers license as soon
as possible.”

“We want the kids to come, we want
them to participate and to bring their
cars and the things they are proud to

Veit has hosted the Back Yard have built,” Roulet said.

Builder program at Gear-Head Get
Together for three years now. They’re
set up on Birch Ave opposite the main
stage and there’s no preregistration.

The Veit Foundation is dedicated to
giving back to its local communities
through programs like the Back Yard
Builder and more. Local schools have

Full Service Insulation Company
New Construction & Remodels

5//(62// we do 1t a///
g / lee John a call at 763 250'3619 for a FREE Estimate!

www.sprayfoamis.com * 7491 Country Road 37 » Maple Lake * www.facebook.com/SprayFoamInsulationSystems T
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By Brenda Erdahl

motorcycle thrill show that
wowed Gear-Head goers in 2021
and 2022 is back for a third sea-

son. Throughout the day Saturday, Aug. 17, the
American Motor Drome Company will perform
daring and death-defying feats on what has been
dubbed the “wall of death.”

Held up by centrifugal force, it will appear as
if the motorcycles are stuck to the wall of a silo-
shaped wooden cylinder as they race 25 to 30
mph around and around.

The act debuted in Maple Lake in 2021 and
was so popular five more performances had to
be added to the nine-show schedule because the
crowds just kept coming. Kids and adults alike
were wowed when the thrill riders snatched
dollar bills from the hands of audience members
or performed tricks while racing against the
forces of gravity. The show was just as popular
in 2022.

“It’s hugely popular,” Gear-Head founder
Scott Chantland said. “There is not a wall of
death that performs anywhere around us within
hundreds of miles - the closest is Sturgis, SD —
and it hasn’t for years. All day long the perform-
ers hear over and over again from people ‘last
time I saw a Wall of Death I was 13 at the State
Fair.” They hear that story over and over again.
The Wall of Death strikes a chord with a lot of
our people, there are a lot of memories.”

In days gone by, the thrill show was a regular
at carnivals and state fairgrounds like the one
in St. Paul. That was back when entertainment
was live and in person. The idea originated in
the early 1900’s as mile long board racetracks

GEAR-HEAD GAZETTE

August 17, 2024

A crowd of people wait eagerly for the next show to begin while performers give an introduction to the

famed Wall of Death during one of it’s previous visits to the Gear-Head Get Together.

The American

Motor Drome Company Wall of Death will put on shows throughout the day, Saturday, Aug. 17 on the

north end of the City Lot in Maple Lake.

with turns that went into long, steep, almost
vertical sweeps around the racetrack. The long
straight ways allowed the riders to reach very
high speeds while riders fought for position.
The sport was very dangerous and was eventu-
ally outlawed. The solution was to take out the
straight ways and make the track 90 degrees
perpendicular to the ground. Riders then worked
together instead of competing to entertain
crowds.

According to Wikipedia, the very first car-
nival motordrome appeared at Coney Island
amusement park in New York in 1911. The fol-
lowing year, portable dromes began to appear
on traveling carnivals. By 1915, the first “silo-
dromes” with vertical walls began appearing
and were dubbed the Wall of Death.

Today there are only four motordromes trav-
eling the U.S. Built in the traditional drome
style, the American Motor Drome Company is
the largest of the four. The company strives to
keep its history alive by traveling all over the
United States, from April through November,
performing the show as it would have been 100
years ago.

“There is nothing like it in the world. It has
to be seen to be believed,” said Corinna Mantlo,
a member of the American Wall of Death crew.

The American Motor Drome Company
features antique Indian and Harley-Davidson
motorcycles and 4-wheeled racing machines and
sometimes machines and riders will tackle the
wall two at a time. Spectators will get a thrill
as they look down from the top of the 14-foot
board wall where they will smell the rubber
burn and feel the wind as the motorcycles race
past them mere inches away.

Each show will last about 20 minutes and
will take place on the north end of the City Lot
in Maple Lake during Gear-Head, Saturday,
Aug. 17.

Photos from Messenger Archives

Riders defy gravity during a Wall of Death show at
Maple Lake’s 2022 Gear-Head Get Together. The Amer-
ican Motor Drome Company returns to this year’s Gear-
Head Saturday, Aug. 17 with performances throughout
the day.
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REPAIR
963-3518

wSPEClALIZE IN ANTIQUE AND CUSTOM

Clanssic Cars, Trucks, & Stireel: Rods
HWY 55 « MAPLELAKE  SHOEIFFED

GEAR-HEAD GAZETTE

WE SERVICE

a MAKES (763)682 4520

AND

PARTS -

SALES = SERVICE

HIGHWAYS5 5T TRAILERS.COM

163 682 3464

FIND YOUR NEXT TRAILER AT HWY 55
 Flat Bed Car Haulers

« Bobcat Equipment Tra:lers
« Single Axle Utility
o Dump Trailers

J’l

Plumbing * Heating * Septic Pumping

HOUR

SE:\:CE /\ » Septic & Holding Tank Pumping & Service
A * Sewer & Drain Line Cleaning

MPCALIC * Video Inspection

» Servicing the 5 County Area 24/7

WWW.MELGAARDSERVICES.COM

163-286-9896
melgaardservices@gmail.com

- —RIVERS —
— PRECISION LLc —

MECHANICAL ACCURACY SPECIALISTS
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GEAR-HEAD GAZETTE

History of Gear-Head
(From Page 1)

smalltown summer festival, he said. The
car show was extremely small to start,
just a few of Chantland’s friends with
collectable cars parked by his business,
Olde Town Creamery. Eventually Taste of
Maple Lake evolved into Days of Old, and
the car show was its centerpiece. When the
Chamber cancelled Days of Old, Chant-
land presented an idea to continue the car
show under a separate subcommittee, and
the Gear-Head Get Together was born.
That first event in 2011 attracted enough
car enthusiasts to fill up the City Lot, and
when those numbers doubled the next
year and the year after that, that’s when
they knew they really had something great
here.

Today Gear-Head is the community’s
largest event of the year and one of the
most unique “car shows” in the state and
perhaps the country.

The 2022 the Gear-Head Get Together
drew the biggest crowds yet with more
than 1,500 vehicles, rat rods, motorcy-
cles and gear-head oddities on display
for state-fair sized crowds that filled the
city streets, parking lots and parks in and
around downtown Maple Lake.

“The first year we filled up the City Lot
with cars that day and I thought ‘this is
awesome.’ Then it doubled and doubled,”
Chantland said.

What makes the Get Together so
remarkable is its philosophy of no plaques,
no trophies, just a bunch of mechani-
cal-minded folks getting together to talk
about a common interest and maybe see

something they don’t see every day.

“The idea of no plaques, no trophies
really struck a chord because that’s what
car shows had been built up to be, all
about awards,” Chantland said. “We were
part of the next generation. To me our
name says it all. Anything gear-head is
welcome and just getting together to enjoy
it. I don’t think we could have come up
with a better name.”

The committee didn’t initially plan
on including a swap meet with the event,
Chantland said, but a few weeks before
that first Get Together they decided to
work it in. It seemed like a natural fit and
had been on the back of everyone’s mind,
he said. The first swap meet was set up in
The V’s parking lot. It started small but
grew enough that it had to be moved to
the parking lot by the ballpark. A couple
years ago the committee decided to move
it again. Today vendors sell their wares
on city streets south of the railroad tracks
with public parking available in the stadi-
um lot.

Music was another part of the Get
Together that was included right from the
get-go. A variety of musicians have enter-
tained the crowd over the years and set the
soundtrack for the day. Today, multiple
acts perform on the mainstage in the City
Lot.

Entertainment has evolved and grown
as well. The 2019 get together featured a
car-crushing performance by Everett Jas-
mer’s USA1 Monster Truck. In 2021 and
2022, America’s original extreme motor-
cycle thrill show, the American Motor
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This picture was taken at the very first Gear-Head Get Together in 2011. Organizers
were thrilled that enough car enthusiasts participated to fill up the City Lot. The
event grew about five times larger the next year and then doubled in size again its

third year.

Drome Company Wall of Death, wowed
crowds with their gravity defying tricks.
Last year the Powerhouse Mobile Dyno
measured the torque and RPM of 30 some
cars for 30 some, horsepower loving,
gear-heads. This year, the Wall of Death
returns.

Although it has grown and changed
over the years, in the end the Get Together
is still primarily about the gear-heads and
their collections, creations and passions.
Over the years the Get Together has seen
a lot of oddball items from the fire engine
that was turned into a car to the 1939
motorcycle built entirely out of car parts.
A working aircraft engine made for a loud
spectacle one year and it’s not uncom-
mon to see an assortment of souped-up

lawnmowers. Airplanes, tractors, boats
and more are welcome - even refurbished,
gas-powered washing machines.

Gear-heads come from all over the
state and beyond to see these collectables,
wonders and oddities. In year’s past, folks
have flown in from as far away as Tennes-
see, Indiana, and Florida.

“No one ever thought it would be this
huge. It’s our committee that’s really
behind it all and it’s nice to have a cham-
ber and city so accommodating,” Chant-
land said.

This is the Gear-Head Get Together’s
13th year and it looks like it’s going to be

another good one.
- Continued on page 14

*Gear-Head Get Together Grand Sponsor*
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Wish your vehicle could go back in time?

“M&M has you covered”

Don’t Wait - Get the
BEST PRICE
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www.mmexpresssales.com
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info@russellsecurity.com
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Electrified Door Hardware
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Medeco Patented Protected Locks
Automatic Door Operators
Commercial Door Hardware Service & Installation
Door & Frame Replacement & Repair

A TRUSTED LOCKSMITH AND
SECURITY PARTNER SINCE 1991
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(From Page 12)

Volunteers also counted close to 200
motorcycles -2019 drew closer to 150-
and 125 swap meet vendors compared
to 2019°s 90. Since the total number of
people isn’t counted, event founder Scott
Chantland could only guess that there
were thousands who came out to see the
most unique “car show” in all the state
and perhaps the country.

This year’s 2022 event on Saturday,
August 20, has all the signs of equal or
greater success.

Besides hundreds of cars, boats, bikes,
trucks and tractors, this year’s event will
feature a swap meet, the musical stylings
of Robby Vee and Pullstart Diesel on the
main stage, plenty of food vendors and
the event of the day, the American Motor-
drome Company Wall of Death.

GEAR-HEAD GAZETTE August 17, 2024

What makes the Gear-Head Get
Together so different from other car shows
is its philosophy of no plaques, no tro-
phies, just a bunch of mechanical-minded
folks getting together to talk about a com-
mon interest and maybe see something
they don’t see every day.

Although it has grown and changed
over the years, in the end the Get Together
is still primarily about the gear-heads and
their collections, creations and passions.
Over the years the Get Together has seen
a lot of oddball items from the fire engine
that was turned into a car to the 1939
motorcycle built entirely out of car parts.
A working aircraft engine made for a loud
spectacle one year and it’s not uncommon

to see an assortment of rat rods put in an This birds-eye view of Birch Ave in Maple Lake shows a small portion of the crowds
appearance. Gear-heads come from all and vehicles on display at the 2023 Get Together. Photos from Messenger Archives
over the state and beyond to see some of

these mechanical oddities. PowerHouse Mobile Dyno

(From Page 1)
it can handle big cars and a lot of them.

30 cars were put through their paces. That’s fortunate because the Dyno will

“There are garages around the coun- be available at Gear Head all day long.
try that have in-house dynos, but to In between pulls, owners are allowed
have one that’s mobile is pretty unique,”  to make quick adjustments to get their
Gear-Head organizer Scott Chantland most out of their engines. Individuals
said. “It was really popular last year, can schedule their time slots directly
especially for it’s first time being here, with the Dyno operators on site.

and I think it will be even more popular
this year now that people know it’s com-
ing and have experienced it.”

The Dyno will be staging in the alley
behind Sunfish Dental. Vehicles should
enter by Barthel’s Augo Glass on Divi-
The Dyno can run at 200 mph, 2,000 sion Street across from the fire depart-

t n " " Tng t " Ev. t n M ANSWERS TO QUIZ ON PAGE 4: 1.140,Top end floored 2.Born in 32, Detroit City 3. Nothing 4. Fuel Injected Sting
32“'21"."3“ sl' Ray and a Super Stock Dodge 5.“Rhumbain a Sports Car” 6. A ragged sweatshirt 7. Abarrel of monkeys 8. to the “Drive-
In" 9.that quarter mile 10. white gardenias 11.at Doheny 12.He pulled out of Pittsburg. 13. 0ld Joe was older than

840 East E|m Street * Hwy 55 e Annandale time. 14.The Hairpin Hill 15.anM-60Tank 16.Hopped Up Model Ford 17. "leftfoot in the grave." 18. Atthe Drive-In

Movie 19. Go to school. 20. “Stop Jivin', Start Drivin' " 21 "Pop, Let Me Have the Car" 22.Way out in the kokomo 23.
He couldn't unfasten her safety belt 24. Highway Patrol helicopter. 25 County Sheriff in an unmarked car.

763-684-3965

Residential - Heating + Cooling - Sales * Service
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Serving our community for over 90 years

Lake Region Go-op

4825 St. Hwy. 55, Maple Lake  320-963-6074

v ’ We Serve Lunch Daily! ¢
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Choice of Potato, Soup or Salad SPECIALTY PIZZA
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essentials, groceries & Live bait!

PER GALLON |, pegion co-op

Expires 9.30.2024
Hwy. 55 ® Maple Lake ® 320-963-6074 o lakeregion.com



we care about your
community. because
it’s our community too.

INSURANCE SERVICES

ANNANDALE « MAPLE LAKE  CLEARWATER

www.lakecentral.bank
agency@lakecentral.bank

Auto-Owners
INSURANCE

LIFE - HOME - CAR - BUSINESS
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