
By Brenda Erdahl 
The goal of the Maple Lake 

Chamber of Commerce is to 
improve the vitality of the commu-
nity and make Maple Lake a great 
place to live and do business.

It does this by building rela-
tionships among the businesses 
then working together to promote 
the community with some really 
fun events.

Although not overly big with 
76 members, the Chamber is 
responsible for the St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade and Gear-Head Get 
Together, two events that brings 
thousands of people to town every 
year. The Chamber also hosts 
Christmas in Maple Lake, the 
Business Trick or Treat and other 
seasonal activities and occasions 
that draw old friends together 
and new people to town. Always 
forward thinking, the Chamber is 
often adding new events knowing 
that when the community suc-
ceeds, its businesses succeed.

Community fi rst
“We put community fi rst and 

our businesses are at the forefront. 
When our community thrives 

our businesses thrive and that’s 
important to us,” Chamber Vice 
President Nick Pawlenty said.

One of the Chamber’s newest 
events is the Makers and Grow-

ers Market. One Sunday out of 
the month, April through October, 
vendors set up along Birch Avenue 
in the heart of downtown Maple 
Lake to sell their artistic or home-
grown items. Food opportunities 
and live music accompany the 
event, which always draws a large 
crowd to the community.

Its fi rst year in 2023 was a 
resounding success and the 2024 
season was even better. This past 
season saw an average of 50 ven-
dors per event and 88 that came to 
one or more market throughout the 
summer. There were also 20 new 

vendors over the previous year.

The Makers and Growers 
Market stands out among the rest 
because it is a donation driven 
event, which means they don’t 
charge vendors or food truck own-
ers a fee to attend, nor is there an 
admittance fee for shoppers.

The event operates solely on 
money gained from fundraisers, 
sponsors and donations. That phi-
losophy is one of the reasons orga-
nizers feel it is so successful.

Organizers start preparing for 
the next season early 

with their first fundraiser, the 
annual Pizza, Puzzles and Pitchers 
happening this year on March 23. 
They will also hold a wine tast-
ing fundraiser in April at King’s 
46 Wine Bar in downtown Maple 
Lake.

Another new event the Cham-
ber is introducing this winter to 
draw more people to the com-
munity and its businesses is the 
Snowmachine Rendezvous and 
Ride. Organizers are already call-
ing this their “winter Gear-Head” 
and like the oh-so-popular August 
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Bringing business & 
community together

The Gear-Head Get Together and Swap Meet attracts thousands of people to Maple Lake on the 
third Saturday in August. The 14th Annual Gear-Head Get Together is set for Staurday, August 16th.
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Businesses organizations may 
join the Maple Lake Chamber of 
Commerce anytime throughout 
the year. Contact Kathy Hennen 
at 320-963-3612 or khennen@
maplelakechamber.com or visit 
www.maplelakechamber.com
_________________________

Volunteer Opportunities
Volunteers are needed to host 
chamber events. Organizers 
are always looking for people to 
help. Please reach out to Nick 
Pawlenty at nick@maplelake-
messenger.com or call 320-963-
3813 if you would like to help.

• A craft person to chair the two 
craft fairs is currently needed. 
Space for crafts is free.  Contact 
Kathy at 320-963-3612 or email 
khennen@maplelakechamber.
com for details.

Become a Chamber Member
or Chamber Event Volunteer

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
MAPLE LAKE

320.963.3715 
 Next to Cenex in Maple Lake

901 State Hwy. 55 East

Responsibly
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Reg. 12.99

750ml

 Closed New Years DayHappy New Years!
Best wishes to everyone in
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festival, this show is all about people 
getting together to talk about and enjoy 
the machines they love. The only dif-
ference is this event will focus on 
machines that go in the snow. It takes 
place Saturday, February 15 from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. and includes a swap 
meet and vintage snowmobile ride to 
Silver Creek at 11 a.m.

All these events make Maple Lake 
a great place to live and work, which is 
the Chamber’s ultimate goal.

“The Chamber is motivated to keep 
expanding on new ideas and new con-
cepts and is excited to share those ideas 
with the community,” Chamber Vice 
President Nick Pawlenty said.

Building relationships
Being a member of the Chamber of 

Commerce gives business owners and 
individuals the opportunity to come 
together monthly to inform one another 
of events, updates or happenings going 
on in their businesses. It’s at these 
meetings that they can plan and talk 
about opportunities available through 
the community’s numerous events. 
Being involved with this group of indi-
viduals affords a company the opportu-
nity to meet with other business owners 
and involved community members to 
form long-lasting relationships. It is a 
terrifi c networking mechanism.

Being a member of the chamber 
also offers great ways for businesses 
to increase their exposure. The names 
of all member businesses are published 
in the Chamber’s resident newcomer 
packet that is distributed to new resi-
dents of the area through the school 
district and The City. Member busi-
nesses are also listed in Chamber news-
paper ads and can have their business 
website linked to the recently updated 
Chamber website.

“The new and improved website 
has made it even easier to disseminate 
information,” Pawlenty said.

The Chamber’s member Facebook 
site is another way for business own-
ers to keep up to date with happen-
ings in town and to share promotions 
or events. Businesses also receive 
discounted pricing on the use of the 
Chamber’s Highway 55 messaging 
signs positioned on both ends of town.

The Chamber’s goal is to build its 
organization by reaching out to busi-
nesses and fi nding what their needs and 
wants are.

“I want to make sure our Chamber 
members are taken care of and address 
all the issues and positives we see 
every day. We want our members to 
achieve something attainable through 
the Chamber, and with that serve our 
community to the fullest” Pawlenty 
said.

Growing
This year the Chamber will add 

two new directors to the board. Doug 
Lindenfelser, owner of The Butchery 
of Maple Lake and Scott Chantland, 
city council member and owner of 
Olde Town Creamery. Lori Hegle will 
also be staying on the board for anoth-
er two-year term. In addition to Vice 
President Pawlenty, the Chamber board 
is led by President Mike Rowe, Secre-
tary Caleb Haag and Treasurer Kathy 
Hennen.

“We are very excited to add new 
businesses this year and get more peo-
ple involved,” Pawlenty said.

Tried and true
Besides being vice president, 

Pawlenty is the lead organizer of the St. 
Patrick’s Day Grand Day Parade. The 
parade is part of a 47-year-old St. Pat-
rick’s Day festival in Maple Lake that 
annually attracts thousands of people in 
March. It features the 5K Irish Scam-
per, coronation and craft fair in addi-
tion to the parade. Recently, Pawlenty 
incorporated the Parade Cloud app to 
make registering for the parade easier 
than ever. The app, which was invent-
ed by business owners in Annandale, 
is used nationwide because of its sim-
plicity. Parade-goers also fi nd the app 
handy to check specifi c parade units, 
or the lineup the day of the festivities. 
A registration link can be found on the 
Maple Lake Chamber of Commerce 
website, www.maplelakechamber.com.

Not quite as old as the St. Patrick’s 
Day festival, but just as popular is the 
14-year-old Gear-Head Get Togeth-
er. This “car show and much, much 
more” takes place the third Saturday of 
August and attracts some 1,000 vehi-
cles, close to 200 motorcycles plus an 
assortment of mechanical odds and 
ends for a display that takes over much 
of the town. The event also features 
entertainment, live music, food stands 
and a swap meet.

The Chamber is also responsible for 
fall and spring craft fairs, an all-city 
garage sale in June, Business Trick-
or-Treat in October, and Christmas in 
Maple Lake in December. In Febru-
ary, the Maple Lake Ice Fishing Derby 

2025 EVENT LINE-UP

48th Annual
St Patrick’s Day Parade
Saturday, March 15, 2025
Irish Scamper 5K Race –11:00 a.m. start

Parade: 1:30 p.m. start
on Division St. W. Maple Lake

REGISTRATION:
HTTPS://APP.PARADECLOUD.COM/REGISTRATION/1257/ 
9391E52D5DEAB4F011BD945684DBEA50

Spring Craft Sale
Saturday, March 15, 2025

9 a.m-2 p.m. at Elementary Gym

2025 Makers and 
Growers Market

May 18, June 22,  July 20, 
Aug. 24, Sept. 14, Oct. 5, 

One Sunday a month from 
10:30 am to 2:00 pm

Downtown Birch Avenue

VENDER INFORMATION:
MAPLELAKEMAKERSANDGROWERS@GMAIL.COM

All City Garage Sale
Saturday, June 7, 2025

Gear Head Get Together
& Swap Meet

Saturday, August 16, 2025
Downtown Maple Lake 

streets, park and lots
VENDER INFORMATION: 763-333-4422

Halloween 
Trick or Treating
Tuesday, October 31, 2025
At participating 
Chamber Businesses
3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Fall Craft Sale
Saturday,

November 8, 2025
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
at ML Elementary Gym

Christmas 
in Maple Lake
Saturday,
December 6, 2025
10:00 a.m. – Noon

rch 6th i

M A P L E  L A K E  

CHAMBER OF

COMMERCE

We’d love to hear from you!
Email us at treasurer@maplelakechamber.com

or call Kathy Hennen at 320-963-3612

 A Membership for Local 
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takes place, which the Chamber doesn’t orga-
nize itself, but supports.

Government partnerships
The Chamber of Commerce works in collab-

oration with The City of Maple Lake and has 
a productive partnership, Pawlenty said. Just 
this winter, they worked together to purchase a 
new artifi cial Christmas Tree that will decorate 
downtown from its location on the empty lot for 
years to come.

Support the Chamber of Commerce
The Chamber has one main fundraiser, a 

cash raffl e that will be held late summer or early 
fall this year. Please visit local businesses that 
month to purchase tickets for a chance to win 
big cash prizes.

The other way the chamber makes money is 
by its membership fees which Pawlenty said is 

one of the lowest of any chamber in the county.

A variety of members
The Maple Lake Chamber of Commerce has 

become home to a broad spectrum of members, 
from large industrial corporations to small, 
downtown shops.

The Chamber also has several members that 
are not businesses, including the City of Maple 
Lake, the Maple Lake Lions, the Maple Lake 
School District, St. Timothy’s Church and Beth-
lehem United Church of Christ.

All work together to make Maple Lake a bet-
ter place for its residents and its businesses.

“We want to make sure this year benefi ts our 
local businesses to the fullest, because when we 
achieve that it will refl ect in our commerce sec-
tions and our community,” Pawlenty said.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
MAPLE LAKE

The Chamber sponsors a craft fair 
in the fall and in the spring in con-
junction with the St. Patrick’s Day 
Festival.

The Chamber Business Trick or 
Treat takes place every Oct. 31st.



A new event is coming to Maple 
Lake this February 15th and it’s 
already being dubbed by some as 

the “wintertime Gear-Head Get Togeth-
er.”
Its offi cial name is the Snowmachine 
Rendezvous and Ride and it’s being 
hosted by the Maple Lake Chamber 
of Commerce from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. in 
downtown Maple Lake with a vintage 
snowmobile ride at 11 a.m.
The event will focus on any, and all 
machines related to snow. Like the now 
famous Gear-Head Get Together that 
takes place in Maple Lake the third Sat-
urday in August, the Rendezvous and 

Ride will feature a swap meet and lots 
of opportunity to get together and enjoy 
each other’s machines.
The event sort of started last year when 
organizers added a vintage snowmobile 
show to Christmas in Maple Lake, but 
“for whatever reason the event combo 
just didn’t feel right,” organizer Scott 
Chantland said.
Then recently a few members of the 
Gear-Head crew started asking if the 
snowmobile show was happening again 
this year. That led to the idea of creating 
a whole new winter event.
“Going with the Gear-Head theme we 

decided that we would like to have any, 
and all machines related to the snow, 
not just snowmobiles, hence the name 
“snowmachine”.  Then folks started 
talking about a vintage snowmobile 
ride, so we are including a ride from 
Maple Lake to Silver Creek and back,” 
Chantland said. “The ‘rendezvous and 
ride’ part just sounded good and really 
does wrap up the concept of just get-
ting together and enjoying each other’s 
machines.  And for those that want to go 
on the ride they can.”

Organizers chose Feb. 15 for the event 
because it takes place between the Maple 
Lake Property Owners’ Ice Fishing 
Derby and the Chamber’s St. Patrick’s 
Day celebration. It’s also exactly six 
months before Gear-Head.
“This year we are just hoping to get the 
word out there and expect a pretty small 
crowd, much like how Gear-Head start-
ed,” Chantland said.

Happy

      New Year

Lake Region Co-op
Serving our community for over 90 years

Hwy. 55  •  Maple Lake  •  320-963-6074  •  lakeregion.com
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Red Wing 
or

Danner
Boots

$3000 OFF

$1299

Browning 
Logo

Hoodies

$3 OFF
Any Pair

Of Ice 
Cleats

Crappie Minnows
or Fatheads

MAPLE LAKE LOCATION ONLY
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Buy 1 Scoop
Get 2nd Scoop
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FREE

$2299

Rechargable
Thaw Hand

Warmers

True Sky
Fillet Knife

$2499

Many 
On-Going
SALES
Inside!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR BUSINESS! 
We at Lake Region wish our all our 

customers a Happy New Year in 2025!5!

HATSGLOVESFISH ELECTRONICSTIP UPSOUTERWEAR

BAIT &

TACKLE
ICE FISHING GEAR

PORTABLE

ICE SHACKS

Inventory
Blow Out on Ice Augers Won’t Last Long! Stop In Today!
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RENDEZVOUS & RIDE MAple Lake’s Newest Event

Don’t miss the fi rst Snow-
machine Rendezvous and 
Ride in downtown Maple 
Lake on February 15th 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. A 
vintage snowmobile ride 
begins at 11 a.m.

Who knows what kind of snow machines 
will come out of the barns for Maple Lake’s 
newest Chamber event. 

MAPLE LAKE
MINNESOTA



 A membership for local business and organizations 

AUTO CARERELIABLE 

Bring in this COUPON located in the Coupon Section 
$2995

CONVENTIONAL

$4995
SEMI-SYNTHETIC

$6995
FULL-SYNTHETIC

Oil Change Specials

1018 Hwy 55 East • Buffalo
763-682-3222 • reliable-autocare.com

TIRES • BRAKES • DIAGNOSTICS • SUSPENSION • & MORE!
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Shane Jurgens • Maple Lake

320-274-ROOF
LLC

LUBE & CAR CARE CENTER

320.963.3715
www.mlwine-spirits.com

Ask about our
Wine Club!

Next to Cenex
901 State Hwy. 55 East • Maple Lake

Schedule your appointments 24/7/365

Annandale • 440 Elm St. E
320-274-3744

Cokato • 110 Olsen Blvd.
320-286-2123allinamedicalclinic.com

• Family Medicine
• OB/GYN
• Occupational 

Medicine
• Mental Health 

Services

PROVIDING INSURANCE FOR:
Home • Auto • Health • Life • Farm • Business • Long Term Care

Annandale • Maple Lake • Clearwater
Paul Manuel, Agency Manager • 320.963.3163
www.lakecentralbank.com • agency@lakecentralbank.com

at Lake Central 

PROVIDING INSURANCE FOR:
Home • Auto • Health • Life • Farm • Business • Long Term Care

Annandale • Maple Lake • Clearwater
Paul Manuel, Agency Manager • 320.963.3163
www.lakecentralbank.com • agency@lakecentralbank.com

at Lake Central 

www.lakecentral.bank • agency@lakecentral.bank

500 County Road 37 East • Maple Lake
320.963.2400 • www.mpnexlevel.com

For employment opportunities, visit us at
mpnexlevel.com, or stop in at 500 County

Road 37 East, Maple Lake.

Visit your
Maple 

Lake Library
Monday, Wednesday, Friday: Noon to 6 p.m.

Saturday: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Downtown Maple Lake

320.963.2009

Monday & Friday: 12-6 • Wednesday: 12-8
Saturday: 10-1

Downtown Maple Lake
320.963.2009

3-6

Lifelong learning

Community Ed 
320.963.5991

Early Childhood Ed
320.963.7453

Kidville 
320.963.6415

Early Ed - 0-5 AGE DATA CENSUS

Kidville - SCHOOL AGE CARE

Wee Irish Preschool
Community Use of Facility 
Community Education
Early Childhood Family Ed - ECFE

Maple Lake Public Schools
Independent School District 0881
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New Year’s Day
• Robert Ney Memorial Park Open 

House, 10:30 a.m.- 2 p.m. 

• Maple Lake Irish Girls Basketball vs. 
Royalton, 7 p.m.

• Annandale Cardinals Boys Basketball 
vs. Norwood-Young America, 7 p.m. 

•  Legion Riders Club Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Classes Resume-Annandale
• Hanukkah Ends

• Annandale Conservation Club- 7:30 pm
• South Haven Council Meets, 6:30 pm
• Silver Creek Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Corinna Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Potluck Dinner Pioneer Park, 6:30 p.m.

• Hasty-Silver Creek Sportsmen’s Club 
Meeting, 7 p.m

• Annandale Chamber Meeting, TBD, 
11:30 a.m. 

• Classes Resume-Maple Lake
• Annandale Cardinals Boys Basketball 

vs. Foley, 7 p.m.
Sunrise- 7:54 a.m.
Sunset- 4:47 p.m 

• Dog Sledding at Ney Park 8:30-10:30 
a.m./11a.m.-1p.m./2-4p.m.

• Snowmobile Safety Hybrid Class, 8 
a.m.-1 p.m. Stahlke Bus Service, Delano 

• Dog Sledding at Ney Park 4-6 
p.m./6:30-8:30 p.m.

• Maple Lake Irish Boys basketball vs. 
Eden Valley-Watkins, 5:30 p.m.

• Sons of the American Legion, 8 p.m. at 
the Legion Club

• Maple Lake Lions, 7 p.m. at The V by HH
 • Lake Irish Girls Basketball vs. Eden 

Valley-Watkins, 7 p.m.

• Maple Lake Schools- Late Start
• Chatham Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• American Legion Meeting, 7:30 p.m. 
• Maple Lake Girls Basketball vs. Bel-

grade-Brooten-Elrosa, 7 p.m. 
• Annandale  Boys Basketball vs. Sauk 

Centre, 7 p.m.
• Full Moon

 • Moonlit Snowshoe Hike, Ney Park, 
7-8:30 p.m.

• Annandale City Council Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Maple Lake School Board Meets, 7p.m
• Annandale Cardinals Girls Basketball vs. 

Legacy Christian Academy, 7 p.m.
Sunrise- 7:51 a.m.
Sunset- 4:55 p.m. 

• Maple Lake Irish Boys basketball vs. 
Paynesville, 7 p.m.

• Maple Lake Irish Girls Basketball vs. 
Kimball, 5:30 p.m.

• Wright Saddle Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m.
• M.L. Legion Auxiliary Meets, 7 p.m. 
• Maple Lake Irish Boys basketball vs. 

Parnassus Prep., 7 p.m.

 • Maple Lake City Council, 7:00 p.m
• Corinna Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Maple Lake Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Albion Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Silver Creek Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Maple Lake  Boys basketball vs. St. 

John’s Prep., 7 p.m.

• Teacher Grading Day, Annandale, NO 
School

• Annandale School Board Meeting, AES 
Media Center, 7 p.m

• Inaguration Day
• Martin Luther King  Jr. Day

Sunrise- 7:47 a.m.
Sunset- 5:04 p.m 

• Lantern Ski at Ney Park, 6-9 p.m.
• MN Hockey Day-Shakopee (Jan. 23-25) 
• Minneapolis Boat Show
• St. Paul Winter Carnival

• M.L. Teacher Workshop – No School
• Annandale Cardinals Boys Basketball 

vs. HLWW, 7:15 p.m.
• Annandale Cardinals Girls Basketball vs. 

HLWW, 5:45 p.m. 
• Minneapolis Boat Show
• St. Paul Winter Carnival

• Minneapolis Boat Show
• St. Paul Winter Carnival
• Maple Lake Irish Boys basketball vs. 

Royalton, 7 p.m.

 • Wright County Snowmobile Association 
Meeting - American Legion, 7:30 p.m.

• Maple Lake Irish Boys basketball vs. 
Atwater-Cosmos-grove City, 7 p.m.

• Annandale Cardinals Girls Basketball vs. 
Litchfi eld, 7 p.m.

• St. Paul Winter Carnival
• Chinese New Year 
• St. Paul Winter Carnival

★ Deadline for February Event Calendar 
• St. Paul Winter Carnival

• Minneapolis Boat Show
• Snowmobile Safety Class- 8:30 a.m.-

11:30 a.m. Wright County Training 
Center-Maple Lake 

• St. Paul Winter Carnival
Sunrise- 7:41 a.m.
Sunset- 5:14 p.m • St. Paul Winter Carnival  thru Feb 2nd• St. Paul Winter Carnival

• Knights of Columbus Meeting, St. Timo-
thy Church, 7 p.m. 

• Maple Lake Irish Girls Basketball vs. 
Paynesville, 7 p.m

• St. Paul Winter Carnival

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

★ Calendar Sponsors – Submit next months events before the deadline noted above - Email to ads@maplelakemessenger.com

Give some  Buzz to your Business!
Give us a call or send us an email!  320-963-3813

Nick @MapleLakeMessenger.com

Community Calendar

Join the

Chamber of Commerce
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Sponsor the Calendar

YOUR AD HERE
Add your Community Events into 

the Advocate & Messenger Monthly!
FOR DETAILS EMAIL 

Nick@maplelakemessenger.com 

CONGRATULATIONS
 COLURERS, YOU’VE WON!

Ian Logeais
($25 Gift Card)

Phebe Frank
(1-year subscription to the Advocate)
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