
By Brenda Erdahl 
For many, owning a boat is all 

about making memories.

Whether it’s a pontoon cruise 
around the lake on a peaceful 
summer evening or a family fi sh-
ing outing that ends in a meal of 
fi sh or just a lot of laughter, those 
are the days we remember and 
cherish.

Guiding people on their way 
to making great memories on the 
water is what J&J Marine in South 
Haven is all about.

“We appreciate knowing that 
people are going to make mem-
ories on the decisions they make 
here in our store,” J&J General 
Manager Travis Buranen said. 
“We want to help people enjoy the 
lake, enjoy boating and we want 
to help them in the right way.”

Travis himself has many good 
memories centered around the 
area lakes and boating. His dad 
Jim started this business and he’s 
been helping ever since 
he was fi ve years old. 

That means he also has a lot of 
experience, and he likes to share 
his knowledge with his customers.

“I like to make things personal 
when you buy from us. I like to 
share my knowledge, especially 
with fi rst time boat owners,” Tra-
vis said.

As spring approaches, Travis 
and his crew are gearing up for 
their busy season. Their 6,000-
plus square foot indoor showroom 
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J&J Marine specializes in Godfrey Pontoons like the one above. Owned by Minnesota-based Polar-
is, Godfrey is considered one of the best built pontoons on the market. 

Lake Central Insurance Services
320-963-3163

220 Hwy 55 N., Suite 3 • Maple Lake 
www.lakecentral.bank • agency@lakecentral.bank

ANNANDALE • MAPLE LAKE • CLEARWATER

CountryLake Lure The Maple Lake

$1199
Karkov
Vodka

1.75L

$1499
Leinenkugel’s
Summer Shady

12pks

REG. $16.99

REG. $13.99

Risata 
Moscato d’Asti 

BUY 1 at $19.99
   GET 2ND at

Babich Black Label
Sauvignon Blanc

$1299
REG. $14.99

$999
750ml

Wednesday April 9th
7:00 pm @ Maple Lake Legion

Mon-Thur:  9 am - 9 pm       l    Fri- Sat:  9 am - 10 pm       l     Sun: 11 am - 4 pm

320.963.3715 
 Next to Cenex in Maple Lake

901 State Hwy. 55 East
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that go well  with 
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Closed April 20th – Easter Sunday!

Make memories with a boat from J&J Marine

Located just west of Annandale on Highway 55, J&J 
Marine sells docks, lifts, new and used boats. The com-
pany also services equipment and off ers boat storage.

For more information visit J & J Marine online at

www.jjmarineinc.com or give them a call at 320-236-3625

J&J MARINE

Service Department
If you are not in the market for a boat, new 

or used, but have one you want to get water 
ready, J&J’s service department can help with 
that as well. You don’t have to buy a boat from 
them to make use of their talented mechanics. 
Not only are J&J’s mechanics fully certifi ed, 
they are all highly experienced, have been 
with the company for many years and share 
the same values as the Buranen family.



is well stocked with an impressive 
selection of both new models and 
the tried and true. J&J specializes 
in Godfrey pontoons and Aluma-
craft fishing boats. Both have 
connections to Minnesota and are 
known for their quality and crafts-
manship.

Godfrey has been around for 
60 plus years and is a very pop-
ular brand. Owned by Minne-
sota-based Polaris, Godfrey is 
considered one of the best built 
pontoons on the market.

“When you buy a Godfrey 
pontoon, you don’t have to worry 
about an issue with the quality or 
failures or inadequate designs,” 
Travis said.

This year Godfrey’s entry level 
line of pontoons has been expand-
ed and updated to give you a great 

bang for your buck. Godfrey offers 
both luxurious, high-performance 
vessels and the more traditional 
(more affordable) style people are 
familiar with.

“We have something for every-
one when it comes to the Godfrey 
pontoon,” Travis said.

For fi shermen, J&J specializ-
es in Alumacraft fi shing boats. 
As everybody knows, Alumacraft 

makes a world class aluminum 
fishing boat with features and 
capabilities anyone can enjoy. 
New this year from Alumacraft is 
the Competitor X model, which is 
vastly different from the previous 
generation boat. It’s bigger, more 
comfortable and quieter. All qual-
ities anglers can appreciate.

Besides new boats, J&J Marine 
also carries a selection of used 
boats in a variety of models on its 
outdoor lot. All are put through 
a rigorous inspection process by 
J&J’s certifi ed mechanics and are 
water ready.

If you are in the market for 
a boat this spring, J&J Marine 
offers a low-pressure buying pro-
cess. Travis likes to think of it as 
a fact-fi nding journey for the cus-

tomer rather than a sales pitch.  

“We don’t sell you anything 
you don’t need, and we have a lot 
of experience with the fi ner details 
other dealerships overlook,” he 
said.

More than just boats
J&J Marine got its start as a 

dock installation company in the 
1980s although it wasn’t incorpo-
rated until 1996. Jim, the compa-

ny’s co-founder, eventually started 
servicing and storing boats and that 
led to selling them, Travis said. 
Soon the little building they occu-
pied – an old two-stall gas station 
just east of South Haven – became 
too small for the growing business 
so they purchased a nearby lot and 
in 2004 fi nished construction on 
their current showroom. Jim has 
since stepped back from the daily 
operations of running the business 
and handed the leadership reigns 
over to Travis. Travis’s brother, 
Brandon Schmidt, is also involved 
in the family business in the ser-
vice department.

Over the years, the company 
has continued to expand and grow. 
While J&J Marine no longer offers 
installation or dock removal, they 
continue to service and store boats 
of most makes and models. They 
have about 500 stored boats cur-
rently on their property waiting for 
the lakes to open up and the boat-
ing season to begin.

Before putting the boats away 
for the season, J&J factory trained 
mechanics perform full winteri-
zation services including mainte-
nance and rebuilds if necessary. 
Then they shrink wrap them to 
protect them from the elements. In 
the spring, J&J mechanics inspect 
the boats again to make sure they 
are in tip-top condition for the 
boating season.

“We know how short the boat-
ing season is, and we know our 
customers want to make the most 
of the time they have, they don’t 
want their boat to be in the shop. 
We know that these boats are our 
customer’s pride and joy and for 
that reason we treat them like they 
are our own,” Travis said.

Docks and lifts make up anoth-
er large part of the company’s 
inventory. J&J Marine is a Shore-
master dock and lift dealer, and 
they can’t say enough good things 
about the company. Like Godfrey 
and Alumacraft, Shoremaster has 
been around “forever.” They are 
Minnesota based and provide pre-

mium products. “That’s a trend we 
like to have here, we sell quality,” 
Travis said.

A dozen or so years ago, J&J 
branched out even further to 
become a Hustler lawnmower 
dealer.

“There was a need for a lawn-
mower here, the stars aligned, and 
we started selling lawnmowers,” 
Travis said. “They are a great 
product and it’s a nice fi t for us.”

He added that Hustler is “great 
to work with” and builds quality 
innovative mowers. If someone 
does have a problem, J&J mechan-
ics always service what they sell.

Motors and accessories
J&J Marine carries four major 

outboard motor brands: Yama-
ha, Honda, Mercury and Suzuki. 
They also carry a full line of parts, 
accessories and the latest in fi sh-
ing electronics at their location off 
Highway 55 west of Annandale.

J&J MARINE
“We Rock the Boat!”

Check out a new Alumacraft fi shing boat or Godfrey pontoon at J&J’s 6,000 plus foot showroom. 
J&J also carries motors, fi shing electronics and boating accessories.

J&J Marine specializes in Godfrey Pontoons like the one above. 
Owned by Minnesota-based Polaris, Godfrey is considered one 
of the best built pontoons on the market.

J&J Marine has a large selection of used boats to 
choose from on their outdoor lot.

New this year from Alumacraft is the Competitor X model fi sh-
ing boat. It’s bigger, more comfortable and quieter than previous 
generation boats.

 J&J Marine is also a Hustler lawnmower dealer.

More than just boats

New & Used boats



REBATE
April 15th THRU       
           May 15th

REBATE
May 1st THRU
           May 31stREBATE

April 28th  THRU  
       May 17th

OFF$5oo 
OIL CHANGE

   OFFER Expires   6.15.25

LUBE & CAR CARE CENTER

   We have all your  favor ite brands!
 TIRE SALE

SPRING

• Fast Lube Oil Changes: No appointment necessary
• Vehicle pickup & delivery within the Maple Lake area
• Bumper to bumper auto repairs 
• Tires Sales & Service
• All wheel Alignments:   
• Interstate Batteries: No cost battery inspection
• No cost diagnostic inspections
• Trailer Repairs: Including electrical, welding & tires

REBATE May 1st 

THRU June 30th

LUBE & CAR CARE CENTER
320-963-2060
HOURS: Monday-Friday 7am-5pm

TIRE ALIGNMENT

$4995
 Reg. $99.95

20-point Inspection! 
INCLUDED WITH ANY SERVICE

520 West Division St. • Maple Lake

LUBE & CAR CARE CENTERHALF OFF TIRE ALIGNMENT 
WITH PURCHASE OF NEW SET OF TIRES

Falken Tires

Toyo Tires

MileStar Tires

Nexen Tires

R oad trips are a classic 
American pastime. The 
windows are rolled down, 

music is playing and your vehi-
cle is fi lled with all your favorite 
people. The only thing on your 
mind is where your next stop 
is going to be and the beautiful 
landscapes outside your window. 
Whether you are making a long 
trek to an exciting destination 
or road tripping to your favorite 
Minnesota lake on the weekend, 
you will need to verify that your 
vehicle and trailers are function-
ing correctly. Give your vehicle 
an inspection this spring to see 
if you need to have any work 
done before your next road trip 
and spare yourself the hassle and 
lost time of an unexpected break-
down.

No matter how long your road 
trip is, keeping yourself rolling 
down the road should always be 
your primary concern. With a lit-
tle preparation and pre-planning, 
you are doing your part to ensure 
a safe trip for you and other peo-
ple on the road. 

Cleaning Your Car
A clean car is a comfortable 

car, and a comfortable car means 
happy passengers. Before you 
leave, consider gathering the 

group to work together to get the 
vehicle in tip-top shape. Take 
time to scrub both the inside and 
outside, and make regular stops at 
car washes along the way if nec-
essary to remove any mud, salt or 
debris buildup that could impact 
your vision on the road.

The best way 
to keep the car 
clean and enjoy-
able for all is to 
be prepared for 
anything, including 
messes. As you are 
planning your travel 
route, consider where all 
rest areas, toll booths, gas 
stations and pull-off points 
are so you have enough supplies 
to last between stops. Always fi ll 
your water bottle every time you 
have the opportunity to do so. If 
your route includes a lot of back 
roads or rural areas, fi ll your gas 
tank as often as you can. Keep 
an eye on the weather forecast as 
you travel and set up emergency 
weather alerts on your cell phone, 
so you can be prepared to pull 
over if necessary.

Road trips are a lot of fun, 
but they require a little bit of 
pre-planning if you want things to 
stay comfortable for each passen-
ger. This includes regularly emp-
tying trash at rest stops, creating 
a comfortable temperature inside 
and staying dry. While packing 
your road trip bag, be sure to 
check the weather forecast and 
factor in the climate of each des-
tination you plan to visit.

1. Spare set of keys
2. Spare tire properly infl ated
3. Car Jack and tire iron
4. Empty spill-proof gas can
5. Emergency Cash
6. Tire Gauge/ Air tank
7. Jumper Cables /Jump Starter
8. Insurance paperwork
9. Sunglasses
10. Insect repellant/Sunscreen
11. Car phone charger
12. Ratchet straps / Tow strap

12 items to pack
for your next 

ROAD TRIP

items to ppaackk
for yourr next

Road Tr ip ❑   Headlights working
❑   Taillights working
❑  Change Oil
❑  Check Fluid Levels
❑ Air Conditioner Working

❑ Change Air Filter
❑ Replace wiper blades
❑ Inspect brake pads
❑ Tires 

Vehicle & Trailer

Tires. Good tires are essential for a smooth ride and good 
mileage. Inspect your tread and tire pressure monthly. The 
primary functions of the tread on your tires is to grip the 
road and to divert water that causes hydroplaning. Tires with 
plenty of tread and proper tire pressue can help you main-
tain control and reduce your chances of getting a fl at. Look 
for signs of tire wear, and maintain the recommended tire 
pressure. All tires defl ate slowly over time, usually about 1 
PSI per month. If you see any of the signs listed below or 
your tires continually lose air and seem to completely defl ate 
without warning, replace your tires.

Inspect Tread Wear Bars. Tread wear bars are small, raised 
bits of rubber that run between the tread blocks. As these 
bars become even with the top of the tread, it is likely time 
for new tires. 

Cracked Rubber. Tires will wear down over time, even if you 
don’t drive much. Sunlight, heat, and chemicals used to melt 
snow and ice can reduce rubber fl exibility, causing tires to 
crack, lose air, and eventually fail.

Unevenly Worn Tire Tred. There are many factors that may 
cause uneven wear, which could shorten the life of your tires. 
Vehicle alignment, tire pressure, lack of rotation, and/or worn 
steering and suspension components can all contribute to 
this problem. To prolong the 
life of your tires and reduce 
uneven wear, consider getting 
them rotated at consistent 
intervals. Rotate tires every 
5,000 miles and ask a service 
professional why your tires 
may be wearing unevenly.

Do you have the twelve essen-
tial items in your car for your 
next road trip? Consider add-
ing a few items to your vehicle  
if you dont have them onboard. 
Many of these items may not 
be found at the next service 
station. 

It’s time for a 

Dawn Zimmerman



 A membership for local business and organizations 

AUTO CARERELIABLE 

Bring in this COUPON located in the Coupon Section 

$2995
CONVENTIONAL

$4995
SEMI-SYNTHETIC

$6995
FULL-SYNTHETIC

Oil Change Specials

1018 Hwy 55 East • Buffalo
763-682-3222 • reliable-autocare.com

TIRES • BRAKES • DIAGNOSTICS • SUSPENSION • & MORE!

April
2025

Shane Jurgens • Maple Lake

320-274-ROOF
LLC

LUBE & CAR CARE CENTER

320.963.3715
www.mlwine-spirits.com

Ask about our
Wine Club!

Next to Cenex
901 State Hwy. 55 East • Maple Lake

Schedule your appointments 24/7/365

Annandale • 440 Elm St. E
320-274-3744

Cokato • 110 Olsen Blvd.
320-286-2123allinamedicalclinic.com

• Family Medicine
• OB/GYN
• Occupational 

Medicine
• Mental Health 

Services

PROVIDING INSURANCE FOR:
Home • Auto • Health • Life • Farm • Business • Long Term Care

Annandale • Maple Lake • Clearwater
Paul Manuel, Agency Manager • 320.963.3163
www.lakecentralbank.com • agency@lakecentralbank.com

at Lake Central 

PROVIDING INSURANCE FOR:
Home • Auto • Health • Life • Farm • Business • Long Term Care

Annandale • Maple Lake • Clearwater
Paul Manuel, Agency Manager • 320.963.3163
www.lakecentralbank.com • agency@lakecentralbank.com

at Lake Central 

www.lakecentral.bank • agency@lakecentral.bank

500 County Road 37 East • Maple Lake
320.963.2400 • www.mpnexlevel.com

For employment opportunities, visit us at
mpnexlevel.com, or stop in at 500 County

Road 37 East, Maple Lake.

Visit your
Maple 

Lake Library
Monday, Wednesday, Friday: Noon to 6 p.m.

Saturday: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Downtown Maple Lake

320.963.2009

Monday & Friday: 12-6 • Wednesday: 12-8
Saturday: 10-1

Downtown Maple Lake
320.963.2009

3-6

Lifelong learning

Community Ed 
320.963.5991

Early Childhood Ed
320.963.7453

Kidville 
320.963.6415

Early Ed - 0-5 AGE DATA CENSUS

Kidville - SCHOOL AGE CARE

Wee Irish Preschool
Community Use of Facility 
Community Education
Early Childhood Family Ed - ECFE

Maple Lake Public Schools
Independent School District 0881
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April Fool’s Day
• Annandale Conserv. Club- 7:30 p.m.
• South Haven City Council Meeting, 

6:30 p.m.
• Silver Creek Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Corinna Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Potluck Dinner Pioneer Park, 6:00 p.m.

1 2 3 4 5

6

20
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29 30

Maple Lake Chamber Meeting, 12 p.m 

• Annandale Business Expo, Annandale 
High School 8 a.m.- 1 p.m.

• Buffalo Indoor Farmer’s Market, Buffalo 
Community Center, 9-12 p.m.

• Wright County Swapper’s Meet opens 
for the season

• Post-Prom Fundraiser Fish Fry, Maple 
Lake American Legion Legion Riders Club at Legion Club, 7 p.m.

• Chatham Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• American Legion Meeting, 7:30 p.m. at 

the Legion Club
• Maple Lake Schools- Late Start

• Hasty-Silver Creek Sportsmen’s Club 
Meeting, 7 p.m

• Annandale Chamber Meeting, TBD, 
11:30 a.m. 

Sunrise- 6:46 a.m.
Sunset- 7:50 p.m 

Full Moon
Trout Season Opens 

• Twin Cities Auto Show, Minneapolis 
Convention Center (April 11-13)

• Sons of the American Legion, 8 p.m. at 
the Legion Club

• Lion’s Club Meeting, 7 pm, the V by HH 

• Tax Day
• M.L. City Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m
• Township Meetings at 7 p.m. for Maple 

Lake,  Corinna , Albion and Silver Creek
• M&M Express Tire Sale starts

• Turkey Season Opens - A season
 – Six,  one-week hunting periods (A-F)
• Twin Cities Auto Show, Minneapolis 

Convention Center (April 16-19)

• Annandale City Council Meeting, City 
Hall, 7 p.m.

• Maple Lake School Board Meeting 
7p.m 

• Maple Lake Lions Pancake Breakfast
and Candy Scramble
Palm Sunday
Sunrise- 6:33 a.m.
Sunset- 7:59 p.m. 

• South Haven Easter Egg Hunt, City Park, 
9 a.m.

• Annandale Easter Egg Hunt, Annandale 
Municipal Park, 10 a.m.

Good Friday
• Annandale/Maple Lake- NO School

• Wright Saddle Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m.
• Maple Lake Legion Auxiliary Meeting, 7 

p.m. 

• Wright County Snowmobile Association 
Meeting - American Legion, 7:30 p.m.

• Earth Day 
• Administrative Professionals’ Day 
• Turkey Hunt -B Season Starts• Annandale/Maple Lake- NO School

Easter Sunday 
Sunrise- 6:21 a.m.
Sunset- 8:08 p.m

• Maple Lake & Annandale Prom
• Ladies Day Out, Downtown Shops, 

Buffalo, 10-4 p.m.
• Puzzle Palooza, Monticello Community 

Center, 8:30 a.m. Arbor Day 

• Knights of Columbus Meeting, St. 
Timothy Church, 7 p.m. 

• Take our Daughters & Sons to Work Day
• Firearms Safety Hybrid Class, Rockford 

Fire Station, 6 p.m. 
• NFL Draft Begins

 • Turkey Hunt -C Season Starts• Toyo Tire Sale starts at M&M Express
Sunrise- 6:10 a.m.
Sunset- 8:16 p.m 

• Nexen & Milestar Tire sale starts at 
M&M Express

★ Calendar Sponsors – Submit next months events before the deadline noted above - Email to ads@maplelakemessenger.com
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Give some  Buzz to your Business!
Give us a call or send us an email!  320-963-3813

Nick @MapleLakeMessenger.com

Community Calendar
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“You” Helping

Yourself

Sponsor the Calendar

YOUR AD HERE
Add your Community Events into 

the Advocate & Messenger Monthly!
FOR DETAILS EMAIL 

Nick@maplelakemessenger.com 

Expert Plumbing, 
Heating and Air 

Conditioning Team 
since 1961

Call Us Today for a Free Estimate! 320-274-8913

Plumbing, Heating & AC, Inc.

HowardsPlumbingInc.com
715 Norway Drive E. Annandale, MN

usinessuzzB

Hedlund Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

All your plumbing needs!
We also do septic tank pumping.

Darrell Hedlund
320-286-2368

MPCA
L818

Master Lic#
058290PM

WE PRINT IT!
Print local and Save at the 

Advocate or Maple Lake Messenger

320-963-3813
FOR A FREE QUOTE SEND SAMPLE TO 

ADS@maplelakemessenger.com 

Sunday

27 28
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