
By Brenda Erdahl 
The Maple Lake, Lake Property Own-

ers Association (ML-LPOA) works year-
round to promote the community and 
be good stewards of the Lake, from its 
successful Ice Fishing Derby that draws 
thousands of people to town to its AIS 
prevention, and walleye stocking plans.

They know that a healthy and clean 
recreational lake benefi ts the entire com-
munity. On Wednesday, Feb. 26th, the 
Maple Lake Chamber of Commerce 
recognized the ML-LPOA for its efforts 
with the Chamber Business of the Year 
award.

Chamber President Mike Rowe pre-
sented the group with the award Wednes-
day night at the annual Chamber Social 
at the Maple Lake American Legion.

The Business of the Year award hon-
ors a local business that has excelled in 
growth and support for the community. 
The business must be an active chamber 
member that promotes community events 
and encourages community involvement.

“Even though ML-LPOA isn’t a main 
street business, they should be recog-
nized for their on-going efforts to keep 
Maple Lake a viable recreational asset 

which is an attraction for our business-
es,” the group’s nominator said.

Derby
The Lake Property Owners Asso-

ciation is perhaps best known for its 
wildly popular Maple Lake Ice Fishing 
Derby that happens every early Febru-
ary, if the weather is cooperative. This 
year the event celebrated 50 years. Not 
only does the contest bring thousands of 
people into the community to shop local 
businesses and eat at local restaurants, 
funds raised stay in the community, and 
some are donated back to local non-prof-
it groups.

The economic impact of bringing so 
many people to town on a single day 
is huge for the city and the businesses 
in town, said ML-LPOA member Greg 
Thomes.

Thomes estimated the number of peo-
ple who attended the event in February 
neared 9,000 thanks to plenty of ice and 
pleasant weather, although he suspects 
the snow did deter some from coming 
out. In 2019, at the height of its glory, 
an estimated 12,000 people gathered on 
Maple Lake.

- Continued on page 2
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The Maple Lake, Lake Property Owners Association was honored with the 
Business of the Year award at the Chamber Social, Wednesday, Feb. 26 
at the Maple Lake American Legion. Members of the ML-LPOA are pic-
tured, front row, from left, Bob Porter, Lisa Breurer, Betty Thomes and Julie 
Hudek. Back row, from left, Dean Sandberg, Tom Valenta, Chad Lashinski, 
Al Hudek and Greg Thomes.

BUSINESS OF THE YEAR
MAPLE LAKE 2025 Maple Lake – Lake Property 

Owners Association



It takes a lot of volunteers to pull off the event, 
and many of the Association’s 175-plus members 
donate their time every year. Local non-profi ts also 
get in on the act and as a thank you, their organiza-
tions are given a donation, Thomes said.

This year the Farside 4H Club, Maple Lake Boy 
Scouts and Maple Lake Royalty were all involved 
and benefi ted from their efforts, Thomes said. 
The Knight’s of Columbus were also able to take 
advantage of the huge crowds to host a successful 
gun raffl e fundraiser.

The rest of the proceeds from the derby go 
toward keeping the lake strong and healthy, 
Thomes said.

Throughout the year, the Lake Association 
makes other donations as well to organizations like 
the Irish Anglers fi shing team and events like the 
St. Patrick’s Day festival.

Water quality and fi shing
Keeping a clean, recreational lake is important 

to both lake property owners and everyone who 
uses the lake. Maple Lake has two public water 
accesses (at Hwy. 55 and Hwy. 37) and a swim-
ming beach.

The ML-LPOA spends nearly $50,000 annual-
ly to combat invasive species like Zebra Mussels, 
Eurasian Milfoil and the newest concern, Flower-
ing Rush, Thomes said. The Lake Association is 

also committed to keeping Maple Lake a quality 
fi shing lake.

The Lake Association and Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources work together to stock 
the lake with walleyes every year. The ML-LPOA 
fronts the bill in odd years and the DNR pays for 
stocking the lake in even years.

Over the course of 2024, the DNR stocked 3,139 
walleyes equaling 524 pounds.

The Lake Association also lobbied and succeed-
ed in lowering the daily panfi sh limit on Maple 
Lake to improve size and quality, Thomes said. On 
March 1, 2024, the new limits were enacted. The 
daily sunfi sh limit was reduced from 20 to 10 and 
the daily crappie limit from 10 to fi ve.

According to Joe Stewig, MN DNR Fisheries, 
research has found that reduced bag limits for sun-
fi sh and crappies can be an effective tool to main-
tain or improve size quality.

MLIDWC
The Lake Association also has an active Lake 

Improvement District, which allows for greater 
local involvement in lake management activities. 
Last spring the ML-LPOA contributed $49,500 to 
build a weir across Mill Creek to maintain water 
quality and proper lake levels. Headed up by the 
MLIDWC it was a project 3 ½ years in the making 
and it involved numerous organizations including 
the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
and Stantec engineers.

Other events
The Lake Association also hosts a Fourth of July 

Boat Parade every summer that encourages people 
to decorate their boat and get out on the lake for 
fun and prizes. The boats tour the lake showing off 
their creativity while a panel of judges determine 
whose boat is the best decorated.

Strong board
“We have a great, strong board right now with a 

lot of new faces. The life blood of any organization 
is new people with new ideas and we’re trying to 
get as many people involved and helping the com-
munity as possible. They’re excitement and enthu-
siasm, we hope rubs off on others,” Thomes said.

Honored
“We are honored to be part of this community 

and honored to receive this award. We will try to 
continue to be good stewards,” Thomes said. 

Tricia Manuel is the winner of this year’s Com-
munity Service Award. This award is presented to a 
Maple Lake resident for their record of outstanding 
service to this community.

Tricia grew up learning the value of good busi-
ness sense and saw fi rsthand the impact one compa-
ny can have on the welfare and economy of a small 
town. When her father closed Manuel’s Department 
Store downtown, she opened Pricilla Mooseburger 
Originals in the same location. Since then, she has 
become the foremost authority on clown costuming 
and her business is known worldwide.

She played a role in getting the Highway 55 mes-
sage billboards on both sides of the city; coordinates 
the Irish Washer Women fl oat every year in the St. 

Patrick’s Day Parade; donates costumes to Commu-
nity Care storybook readers for elementary schools; 
volunteers at St. Timothy Church as a sacristan and 
member of the Joyful Noise and Resurrection choirs 
and travels the country teaching the Art of Clown-
ing.

She is responsible for the All Star Clown Show 
which she and Mooseburger Clown Arts Camp 
graduates perform free every year for the public.

She offers discounts on costume rentals for local 
high school theatre productions, is a member of the 
American Legion Auxiliary, the Maple Lake Cham-
ber of Commerce and is a founding member of the 
Maple Lake Development Group.Tricia Manuel accepts the 2025 Maple Lake Chamber Commu-

nity Service Award award from Chamber Vice-President Nick 

Pawlenty Thursday, February 26 at the Chamber Awards Pro-

gram at the American Legion. 

COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD
MAPLE LAKE 2025

Last spring the ML-LPOA contributed $49,500 to build this weir 

across Mill Creek to maintain water quality and lake levels.

BUSINESS OF THE YEAR
MAPLE LAKE 2025

Tricia 
Manuel

The Lake Association’s Fourth of July Boat Parade is a fun way 

for people to be creative and get out on the water.

The Lake Association’s annual Ice Fishing Derby attracts thou-

sands of people to Maple Lake.

Last October the DNR poured 419 walleye 

fi ngerlings into Maple Lake off the Hwy. 37 

access. The Lake Association partners with 

the DNR so walleyes are stocked every year.



Parade Day is Here! A fun-fi lled day of events has been planned for Saturday, March 11th. Stick around after the parade and celebrate
St. Patrick’s Day with some live music and take in the Irish atmosphere at one of the local watering holes. See Page 2 for dates and 
time of some of the events planned for Parade Day.

LIVE MUSIC

Join us after the Parade!
• GREEN BEER

• IRISH STEW
• BURGERS

Chopper
3 p.m - 6 p.m.

Diamondback
7 p.m - 11 p.m.
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• BU
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   Can Eat!

FRIDAY NIGHT

FISH FRY
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   Can Eat!
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Grand Marshals
Retired Fire Fighters

of Maple Lake

CATERING

Let’s Celebrate

with Live Music!

    Everett Smithson Band
4 pm - 8 pm

Whiskey & Water The Band
8:30 pm - 12:30 pm

           Saturday
March 15th

Fish Fry Fridays are 
now back !

_______

Prime Rib Special 
Friday’s and Saturday’s

_______

Breakfast Served
Saturday’s & Sunday’s

7 am - 12 pm
_______

EASTER BRUNCH
Sunday April 20

Make your reservation Now!

Restaurant, Bar 
& Event Center
HWY 55  Maple Lake

320-963-3405

Specials!Check out our

CORNED BEEF AND 
CABBAGE WITH FIXIN’S

March 14th, 15th & 16th

Com e On In!
After  the Par ade

Serving
Green 
BEER

while it lasts! 

FISH
FRIDAYS

 DURING LENT

FRIED or BOILED 

$14

YOUR  HEADQUARTERS FOR

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!

St. Patrick’s Day

Live Music
“Earl Jam”
7:30 - Midnight

LUBE & CAR CARE CENTER
ASE Certified Auto Repair • Complete Lube Center • Tire Sales & Repair

Any Vehicle Make or Model • Friendly Knowledgeable Staff
All Technicians Average 20 Yrs. Exp. • No Appointments Necessary

4 Convenient
Locations in Annandale & Maple Lake!

We Rent Tables & Chairs

Need an 
Oil Change?

No appointment necessary!
520 Division Street West
Monday-Friday: 7AM-5PM

320-963-2060

Maple Lake 320-963-8000
Buffalo 763-682-5252
Big Lake 763-263-6000
Brainerd 218-829-4699
St. Cloud 320-251-7478

M-F: 8AM-6PM •  Sat: 8AM-12PM

www.mmexpresssales.com

Serving all your outdoor power equipment needs!

Big Lake
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Heather & Hannah Zieska



Grande Day 
Parade
1:30 p.m.

(line-up at 12:30 p.m.)

Craft  Sale
9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Maple Lake 
Elementary School

Irish Scamper
11:00 a.m.

Downtown Maple Lake
Registration 9 a.m.

Maple Lake High School 
 raceberryjam.com

EventsMaple Lake’s 48th Annual 

St. Patrick’s Day Parade
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1 Wright County Sheriff  Wright County Sheriff Deringer

2 Maple Lake American Legion Post 131

3 Maple Lake VFW 7664 The Maple Lake VFW is celebrating 
80 years this year! More to come on the celebration

4  Wat-Kim-Valley POW/MIA The Wat-Kim-Valley POW/MIA 
veterans have made a commitment to never let any POW/
MIA be forgotten. These men have been marching together 
since 1985 with the purpose of bringing awareness to the 
fact that there are many veterans from past wars that have not 
been accounted for. Every year there are remains recovered 
from past wars and those remains are identifi ed and sent 
home to have a proper burial and give their families closure. 
These men marching today have been a part of our parade 
for well over 30 years and we thank them for their service.

5  American Legion Post 567

6 Lake Mary VFW Post 9232

7 Maple Lake Legion Riders Maple Lake Legion Riders 
sponsor many activities at the Legion in support of Veterans 
and other local causes. Join us for our Mother’s Day Flower 
Sale, Rib Contest in September and Omelet Breakfasts the 
fi rst Sunday of each month Nov-March to help us fund our 
charitable causes. We ride in support and honor of those who 
can no longer.

8 Maple Lake Fire Department The 2025 Maple Lake Fire 
Department.

9 Maple Lake Chamber of Commerce The 2025 Maple 
Lake St Patrick’s Day parade is sponsored by the Maple Lake 
Chamber of Commerce.

10 Freedom Flight IV Please stand for Freedom Flight, Inc. 
The POW/MIA Hot Air Balloon Team from St. Cloud, MN. 
They are here to honor the over 80,000 people still missing 
since WWII. The Prisoners of War and the Missing in action. 
The person running the burners is Jerry Lang a retired Army, 
Major General and Vice president of Freedom Flight. – Thank 

you for your service Jerry.

11 City of Maple Lake The Mayor and Council welcomes 
everyone to the 48th Annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade! The 
truck is driven by a member of our fabulous City Maintenance 
Department - who we’d like to thank for working tirelessly to 
prepare the town for this event. We invite you to visit Maple 
Lake again this summer for the monthly Makers & Growers 
events and Gear Head Get Together in August!

12  Grand Marshal  The 2025 Grand Marshal, the Maple Lake 
retired fi refi ghters. Retired Maple Lake Fire Department fi re 
fi ghters were chosen in recognition of the many years they 
have dedicated themselves to keeping the people of Maple 
Lake and surrounding communities safe.

13 Maple Lake Marching Band The 2025 Maple Lake March-
ing Band.

14 Aquatennial Ambassadors Organization The Minneap-
olis Aquatennial has fi nished celebrating its 85th year. Festi-

Faithful Beginnings Preschool
Preschool Programs for ages 3+
Choose from 2, 3 or 5 day programs, half or full day
Before and after school childcare available for PreK-Gr. 8

Faithful, Affordable, high-quality education
Small class sizes, nurturing environment
Lowest Catholic School Tuition in Wright County
Scholarships available for PreK - Grade 8
Voted Best Private School - Monticello Times Readers' Choice
Awards 5 years in row!

Why Choose St. Timothy's?

Call to learn more!
2 1 5 D I V I S I O N S T R E E T E . , M A P L E L A K E

( 3 2 0 ) 9 6 3 - 3 4 1 7 S C H O O L O F F I C E @ S T I M M L . O R G
S C H O O L . C H U R C H O F S T T I M O T H Y . O R G

St. Timothy's Catholic School

Where Faith & Knowledge meet

NOW ENROLLING
Preschool - 8th Grade

y

2025 St. Patrick’s Day Parade Line-up

The Irish Washer Women Three generations of lucky washer women and leprechauns have graced the St. Patrick's Day Parade! Watch out for the water when fl oat No. 37 reaches you!



SEE YOU AT THE PARADE!

24 HOUR SERVICE
Light ★ Medium ★ Heavy Duty Towing

Plaque Busters! 320-963-3794Who you Gonna Call?

2025 St. Patrick’s Day Parade Line-up

Maple Lake Royalty 2024. Give fl oat 16 a round of applause for serving our community well 
over the last year. Thank you for representing Maple Lake. Come watch them say goodbye at 
tonights coronation at 5:30 at the Maple Lake High School. and view the next page for candidates 
in 2025!

val founders selected the 3rd week in July because this week 
has the best weather on record for the year. The Aquatennial 
Ambassador Organization exists to inspire young Minnesota 
women to achieve extraordinary futures by providing profes-
sional development opportunities through networking and 
mentoring. The ambassadors travel throughout the state of 
Minnesota and the country. Our organization also provides 
educational scholarships to our ambassadors to help them 
reach their goals. The 2025 Crew is thrilled to be celebrating 
in your community today. Join them the 4th week in July for 
the 86th Aquatennial!

15 - St. Paul Winter Carnival Junior Royalty The St. Paul 
Winter Carnival Junior Royalty is just a part of the 139 year 
old tradition of the St. Paul Winter Carnival. The Junior Royalty 
program dates back to the 1940s and has invited young men 
and women serve in the royal court each year as goodwill 
ambassadors from the Winter Carnival to our neighboring 
communities.The Junior Court makes about 75 appearances 
throughout the year while learning public speaking skills, 

interpersonal skills, and serving the community in various 
service projects. Please welcome our 2025 Junior Royalty: 
King Frost JJ, Queen of the Snowfl akes Emma, Princess of 
Ice Lyndsey, Princess of Snow Layla and Prince of Ice & Snow 
Dijon.

16 - Maple Lake Royalty Your 2024 Maple Lake Royalty. Miss 
Maple Lake Dayzie Floding, Miss Congeniality and Maple 
Lake princess Mackenzie Gunderson, Maple Lake Jr Princess 
Lillian Enger, Little Miss Maple Lake Delaney Miller and Little 
Miss Maple Lake Aurora Knapp. These girls have served our 
community well over the last year, we thank them for their 
service. Please come watch them say goodbye at tonights 
coronation at 5:30 at the Maple Lake High School.

17  Maple Lake Royalty 2025 Candidate Braelyn LaTour 
Little Miss Maple Lake Candidate Braelyn Latour. Braelyn is 
sponsored by LaTour Construction and SJ Roofi ng. Good Luck 
today Braelyn!

18  Maple Lake Royalty 2025 Candidate Dacqota Floding 
Maple Lake Jr Princess Candidate Dacqota Floding. Spon-
sored by Grumpys Outdoors. Good Luck today Dacqota!

19 Maple Lake Royalty 2025 Candidate Deanna Jansen 
Little Miss Maple Lake Candidate Deanna Jansen. Deanna is 
Sponsored by M and M Express Car Care, The Derrick Monroe 
Group and Call the Gutter Guys. Good luck today Deanna!

20 Maple Lake Royalty 2025 Candidate Harlyn Duran 
Little Miss Maple Lake Candidate Harlyn Duran. Harlyn is 
sponsored by The V by HH and KLN Enterprises. Good luck 
today Harlyn!

21 Maple Lake Royalty 2025 Candidate Hazel Krueger 
Little Miss Maple Lake Candidate Hazel Krueger. Hazel is 
sponsored by IntegriPrint INC. Good luck today Hazel!

22 Maple Lake Royalty 2025 Candidate Kalli Hennen The 
Candidate for your 2025 Miss Maple Lake Kalli Hennen. Kalli 
is sponsored by Maple Lake Lumber. Good luck today Kalli!



SATURDAY,
March 15TH 2025

CORONATION CANDIDATES
ROYALTY

MAPLE LAKE

Hazel Krueger
Sponsored by 

Integriprint Inc.

Braelyn Latour
Sponsored by 

Latour Construction Inc 
and SJ Roofi ng

Layla Lang
Sponsored by 

Spray Foam Insulation 
Systems Inc and Polaris

Harlyn Duran
Sponsored by 

The V by HH and 
KLN Enterprises�

 Mckinlie Klein-Pramann
Sponsored by 

Stadium Bar and Grill and 
Midwest Grain Bin Supply

Layla Engle
Sponsored by 

S&R Custom Laminate, 
Jewel Cabinet Refacing 

Dacqota�Floding
Sponsored by 

Grumpys�Outdoors 

Melody Larson
Sponsored by 

Bernatellos Foods�

Maple Lake 
High SchoolAuditorium
5:30 p.m Doors open at 5:00

Admission at Door $7.00

Kalli Hennen
Sponsored by 

Maple Lake Lumber

Ellie Hanson
Sponsored by 

Cedar Lake Metal Solutions

Deanna Jansen
Sponsored by 

M & M Express Car Care, 
The Derrick Monroe Group 

RECEIVE $2 OFF ADMISSION
and Support your candidate  
and our local food shelf.  The 
girls are having  a contest on 
who brings  in the most dona-
tions volume by weight.

– EXCLUDING WATER –

MAPLE LAKE   JR.  PRINCESS  CANDIDATES

LITTLE MISS MAPLE LAKE CANDIDATES
MISS MAPLE LAKE CANDIDATES

OPEN TO
THE PUBLIC

Kalli Hennen, Grade: 11th
Miss Maple Lake Candidate
Parents: Tony and Laura Hennen
Sponsor: Maple Lake Lumber
Favorite Subject: Math 
Favorite Activity: Dancing 
How do you help out at home? Help take care 
of animals and house cleaning 
Favorite part of the St Patricks day Festival?
music

_______________________________

Ellie Hanson, Grade: 11th
Miss Maple Lake Candidate
Parents: Debbie and Andy Hanson
Sponsor: Cedar Lake Metal Solutions
Favorite Subject: Film Class
Favorite Activity: Volleyball
How do you help out at home?
I cook and clean 
Favorite part of the St Patricks day Festival?
To see everyone smile and come out in the com-
munity

_______________________________

Melody Larson , Grade: 5th 
Jr Princess Candidate
Parents: Nicole Larson and Jesse Larson
Sponsor: Bernatellos and Earth Child Tattoo
Favorite Subject: Math and Science
Favorite Activity: Cheerleading
How do you help out at home? Help clean
Favorite part of the St Patricks day Festival?
I don’t know, everything

_______________________________

Dacqota Floding, Grade: 6th
Jr Princess Candidate
Parents: Jared and Amanda Floding
Sponsor: Grumpys outdoors
Favorite Subject: Art
Favorite Activity: Dance
How do you help at home? Chicken chores
Favorite part of the St Patricks day Festival?
Getting to see everyone happy

Layla Engle, Grade: 5th
Jr Princess Candidate
Parents: Amber Engle
Sponsor: S & R Custom Laminate, Mike Grant 
Mechanical, Jewel Cabinet Refacing 
Favorite Subject: Math 
Favorite Activity: Softball
How do you help out at home?
Dogs, cleaning living room 
Favorite part of the St Patricks day Festival?
Parade

McKinlie Klein-Pramann, Grade:5th
Jr Princess Candidate
Parents: Joshua Pramann and Brooke Bryce
Sponsor: Stadium Bar & Grill, 
Midwest Grain Bin Supply 
Favorite Subject: Math
Favorite Activity: Gymnastics
How do you help out at home?
Clean up after myself and help do dishes
Favorite part of the St Patricks day Festival?
Community
_______________________________

Deanna Jansen, Grade: 1st
Little Miss Maple Lake Candidate
Parents: Tim Jansen and Allison Mayer
Sponsor: M and M Express Car Care, 
The Derrick Monroe Group, Call the Gutter 
Guys
Favorite Subject: Music and Gym 
Favorite Activity: Play
How do you help out at home? I Clean
Favorite part of the St Patricks day Festival?
Decorating the Truck 
_______________________________

Harlyn Duran- , Grade: 1st
Little Miss Maple Lake Candidate
Parents: Alex Duran and Anna Christen
Sponsor: The V By HH & KLN Enterprises 
Favorite Subject: Art & sometimes fi eld trips
Favorite Activity: Horseback riding 
How do you help out at home?
Help my parents clean 
Favorite part of the St Patricks day Festival?
Parade

Layla Lang, Grade: 2nd 
Little Miss Candidate
Parents: Gabby and Michael Lang
Sponsor: Polaris and Spray Foam Insulation
Favorite Subject: Art
Favorite Activity: Basketball
How do you help out at home? Cleaning
Favorite part of the St Patricks day Festival?
Parade

_______________________________

Hazel Krueger, Grade: 1st
Little Miss Candidate
Parents: Shannon Krueger and Kevin Krueger 
Sponsor: IntegriPrint INC 
Favorite Subject: Math 
Favorite Activity: Volleyball
How do you help out at home?
Help my mom clean up
Favorite part of the St Patricks day Festival?
Making the fl oats 

_______________________________

Braelyn LaTour, Grade: 2nd
Little Miss Candidate
Parents: Mindy and Brad LaTour
Sponsor: Latour Construction and SJ Roofi ng
Favorite Subject: Art
Favorite Activity: Softball
How do you help out at home? Chores
Favorite part of the St Patricks day Festival?
Parade

Maple Lake Royalty - 2025
 QuestionsANDAnswers



City Hall
320-963-3611
City Hall Office Hours:
Mon. - Thurs: 7am – 4:30pm
Friday 7am – 11am

Maintenance
320-963-3738

Maintenance Hours:
Mon. - Thurs: 6:30am – 4pm

Friday 6:30am – 10:30am

www.ci.maple-lake.mn.us
CITY OF MAPLE LAKE

FROM THE

10 Oak Avenue S   •   PO Box 306   •   Annandale, MN

David Burd
 AGENT

320-274-3185
www.davidcburd.com

HAPPY
St.Patr

icks
Day

BUILDING SUPPLIES   •   POWER TOOLS   •   POLE FRAME CONSTRUCTION

120 Oak Ave. S. 
 Maple Lake, MN

320-963-3612
www.maplelakelumber.com

HAVE A SAFE & HAPPY

“To a long life 
and a merry one.

A pretty girl 
and an honest one.

A cold beer... 
and another one!”

HAPPY
St. Patrick’s

DAY

Increase Productivity, Quality and Safety
Schedule your free consultation today!

Reid McDonald, owner
952.270.6925

www.upnorthautomation.com

ational opportunities. Join the Monticello Royal Ambas-
sadors as we celebrate Riverfest, July 11th -13th!

31 Lester Prairie Ambassadors Lester Prairie Ambas-
sadors Kortney Swartzer & Annie Eastling, Jr Ambassa-
dors Hazel Thompson & Myleen Juarez would love to 
invite you to Prairie Days, July 18th & 19th, 2025!

32 Bernatello’s Foods Bernatello’s Foods is proud to 
be part of the Maple Lake community for over 40 years! 
At Bernatello’s, we are dedicated to manufacturing 
innovative, high quality frozen pizzas, while providing 
outstanding service and value to our retailers and cus-
tomers. Enjoy a delicious Brew Pub or Bellatoria pizza!

33 Montrose Ambassadors Montrose Ambassadors 
Alyssa, Noah and Olivia invite you to Celebrate Mon-
trose the 3rd weekend in August.

34 Farmington Ambassador Program The Farm-
ington Ambassador Program exists to provide oppor-
tunities to young women and girls in the Farmington 
area. Ambassadors gain poise, speaking abilities and 
community service experience during their time with 
the program. The Ambassadors travel near and far to 
share the Farmington story and goodwill. The program’s 
intent is to teach skills that will be invaluable through-
out life. All awre invited to attend Farmington Dew Days 
the fourth week of June each summer.

35 Wright County Republicans Please welcome the 
Wright County Republicans and Senator Bruce Ander-
son and House Representative Marion Rarick.

36 The Costume Shoppe The Costume Shoppe in 
Maple Lake is open year round providing high quality 

costume rentals for all occasions! From Easter Bunnies to Santa’s helpers and everything in 
between. Let’s give our local drama students a hand as The Costume Shoppe provides discount 
prices for all school plays in Central Minnesota!

37 Irish Washer Women A Maple Lake St. Patrick’s Day tradition, the Irish Washer Women! Three 
generations of lucky washer women and leprechauns have graced our parade! Give them a big 
round of applause and watch out for the water!

38 Pleasureland RV Center Pleasureland RV Centers is a family owned and started in 1971, and 
now has 11 locations to serve you. Stop in take look around, many of our locations have indoor 
showrooms. Tell them Nick sent you.

23 Maple Lake Royalty 2025 Candidate Layla 
Engle Mape Lake Jr Princess Candidate Layla Engle. 
Layla is sponsord by S&R Custom Laminate, Mike 
Grant Mechanical and Jewel Cabinet Refacing. Good 
luck today Layla!

24 Maple Lake Royalty 2025 Candidate Layla 
Lang Little Miss Maple Lake Candidate Layla Lang. 
Layla is sponsored by Spray Foam Insulation Inc and 
Polaris. Good Luck today Layla!

25 Maple Lake Royalty 2025 Candidate Mckinlie 
Klein-Pramann Mape Lake Jr Princess Candidate 
McKinlie Klein-Pramann. McKinlie is sponsord by 
Midwest Grain Bin Supply and Stadium Bar and Grill. 
Good luck McKinlie today!

26 Maple Lake Royalty 2025 Candidate Melody 
Larson Maple Lake Jr Princess Candidate Melody Lar-
son. Sponsored by Bernatellos and Earth Child Tattoo. 
Good Luck today Melody!

27  Maple Lake Royalty Miss Candidate Ellie Han-
son Candidate for 2025 Miss Maple Lake Ellie Han-
son, Ellie is sponsored by Cedar Lake Engineering. 
Good luck Ellie!

28  Lucky Charms Childcare & Preschool Lucky 
Charms Childcare & Preschool is a brand-new Child-
care center located right here in Maple Lake. They 
offer care for children ages 6 weeks to 12 years. The 
vision of Lucky Charms Childcare is to be a positive 
light in the community for families, while giving each 
child a family, home like atmosphere to experience 
each day. They still have a few spots open so be sure 
to check them out!

29 St. Timothy School St. Timothy’s Students are seen with their 2025 Spring Dinner & Auction 
Grand Prize Raffl e a 2025 Can-Am Defender HD7 XT Side by Side. You could win this Side by 
Side or $15,000 Cash! Join them on Saturday, May 3rd at the V in Maple Lake for their 2025 
Spring Dinner & Auction - Havana Nights. You can buy raffl e tickets from school families or 
at the Parish or School Offi ces. Stop by St. Timothy's School for a tour to experience a family 
atmosphere of faith and academic excellence.

30 Monticello Royal Ambassadors Monticello is nestled along the banks of the Mississippi 
River. Known for their swans, Monticello also offers numerous retail, restaurant, and recre-

Don't miss the 2025 Irish Scamper in Downtown Maple Lake. Registration is at  9 
a.m. at the Maple Lake High School. The Scamper starts at 11:00 a.m.
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 To Maple Lake’s 3rd Annual Event
Begins Sunday

May 18th 2025

Check Us Out       maplelakemakersandgrowers.com 

Continuing monthly on the following Sundays in 2025:

June 22  •  July 20  •  August 24  •  September 14  •  October 5

Shop fine artisans and local growers here in Maple Lake

Fine Arts
Fresh Produce
Fabulous Food 

Live Music

Come One – Come All

Maple Lake Makers and Growers Sponsored by the Maple Lake Chamber of Commerce

NEW TIMES          10:00-2:00

Happy St. Patrick’s Day

39 Albertville Royalty Program Joining 
us today sharing the luck of the Irish is our 
friends from Albertville. Miss Albertville Izzy, 
Princesses Olivia, and Audrey along with 
juniors Myra, Ben, Payton, and Makayla. 
They would love for you to join them for the 
2025 Albertville Friendly City Days celebra-
tion June 11th - 15th 2025.

40 Maple Grove Ambassadors Please wel-
come Maple Grove Ambassadors Olivia, 
Jessica, and Sydney on their fl oat - “The 
Dream of Maple Grove”. Their pride in their 
city is showcased on the fl oat...from the 
lamp posts and fl owers of the Shoppes at 
Arbor Lakes, to the hand painted mural of 
Main Street on the leaves on top. As it pass-
es, you can see the Ambassador Program 
slogan “Dare to Dream”, on the back of 
the fl oat, encouraging everyone to always 
reach for their dreams! The Ambassadors 
are excited to be here, and thank you for 
inviting them to the festival and they hope 
you have a delightful day!

41 Wright Hennepin Cooperative Elec-
tric Association Wright-Hennepin 
Cooperative Electric Association is a mem-
ber-owned, not-for-profi t electric utility that 
provides power to rural Wright County and 
western Hennepin County. The cooperative 
has been a corporate citizen to the area 
since 1937 and currently serves more than 
55,000 electric accounts. It is headquar-
tered in Rockford, Minnesota.

42 Winsted Ambassadors Julia, Mara, and 
Julia are excited to be celebrating with us 
today. Please join them August 8th and 9th 
in Winsted for the Winsted Summer Festi-
val.

43 Foley Ambassadors The 2024 Foley 
Royalty include Foley Ambassadors Danica 
and Paige, Junior Ambassadors Kaydence 
and Lyla, and Little Miss Foley Paislee. They 

would like to invite you to Foley Fun Days 
June 14-18.

44 Mighty Mites We ride so kids can walk!

45 Buffalo Royal Ambassadors The City of 
Buffalo is known as “the Beautiful City by 
the Lake”. Area lakes, walking paths, pad-
dleboat and canoe rentals, antique shops 
and a park bandshell are enjoyed by all 
throughout all of Minnesota's wonderful 
seasons. The Buffalo Royalty remind every-
one to share the gift of your smile with peo-
ple you meet - and invite you to come out 
to Buffalo in June during Buffalo Days and 
they will “Welcome you Home”!

46 Sunfi sh Dental was established in Sep-
tember 2020 by Dr. Nicole Tripp in Dr. Den-

nis Quinlan’s former location in downtown 
Maple Lake. We're now located just down 
the street at 33 Birch Ave. We are dedicated 
to creating personalized, comprehensive 
care for the whole family in a fun and pro-
fessional environment.  Dr. Tripp and her 
team are looking forward to being a part 
of the community and cannot wait to meet 
you! Come in, we’re awesome!

47 Hopkins Raspberry Festival Royalty A 
Tradition Preserved! The Hopkins Raspber-
ry Festival is celebrating its 91st festival the 
3rd weekend in July and hosts 5 days of 
events for all ages and interests including 
the Marketplace Fair, Fireworks, Grande Day 
Parade and of course the Raspberry Royalty 
Coronation. The Hopkins Raspberry Festival 

Princess Judy Gonzalez, Princess Victoria 
Whaley, and Queen Maleeha (Ma-lee-ha) 
Subhan would love to invite all of you to 
celebrate with them in America's Raspberry 
Capital the 3rd week in July!

48 McBrady McDonald Clan have been 
coming together for this event for over 40 
years. Family is important in Ireland and 
here in Maple Lake. These clans gather 
together to celebrate their Irish heritage 
and strong family ties. Time with family is 
precious, so we take time today for some 
shenanigans and Irish fun.

49 Annandale Ambassadors Happy St Pat-
rick’s Day from Miss Annandale Cecilia Kle-
mik and Princesses Bailey Broich and Rylee 
O’Konek.



50  Irish Anglers Irish Anglers is a summer 
fi shing league for boys and girls in grades 
6-12 who attend or live in the Maple Lake 
School District. All experience levels are 
welcome to join. Volunteer boat captains 
are needed. Any type of boat will work. Cap-
tains can sign up for just the evenings that 
work for their schedule. More information 
can be found on our website, irishanglers.
org.

51 Stiftungsfest Ambassador Program 
Stiftungsfest Ambassador Program. Ambas-
sadors Kadence Arndt & Marlie Beneke 
along with Lil Miss Ambassadors Rose Russ 

and Nora Widmer invite you to join them 
at the oldest celebration in MN the last 
full weekend of August in Norwood Young 
America. Stiftungsfest will be celebrating 
their 164th year in 2025. Be sure to try our 
famous burgers and brats!

52  True Friends True Friends is a nonprofi t 
organization providing life-changing expe-
riences that enhance independence and 
self-esteem for children and adults with 
disabilities. Programs include camping, 
respite, retreats, team building, therapy 
and adaptive riding, and travel. They serve 
over 25,000 individuals annually.

53 Dassel Ambassadors Dassel Ambassa-
dors represent Dassel Red Rooster Days. 
Red Rooster Days are celebrated on Labor 
Day Weekend. Come out for the largest 
chicken feed in the state!

54 Hanover Royalty Greetings from 
Hanover Royalty, “The Little City on the 
Crow”. Miss Hanover Lydia and Hanover 
Princess Kaleena would like to invite you to 
Hanover Harvest Festival the 1st Saturday 
in August!

55 Shear Attitudes and Hair by Jennah 
Rae Shear Attitudes and Hair by Jennah 

Rae located at 63 Birch, offers cuts, colors, 
and waxes provided by Connie Munsten-
teiger and Jennah Groth!

56 Rice Street Royalty The Rice Street Royal-
ty Program represents the North End of St. 
Paul and the vibrant Rice Street communi-
ty. Princess Madison, Princess Salma, and 
Queen Madison have spent the past eight 
months traveling the state of Minnesota, 
representing the North End and promoting 
community leadership. The Rice Street Roy-
alty Program invites you to celebrate this 
year’s Canadian Days Festival with them 
the fi rst weekend of August!

57 St. Paul Clown Club Here come the 
Clowns! It’s the St. Paul Clown Club. Don’t 
ask them not to clown around. That’s what 
they’ve been doing since 1946. The St. Paul 
Clown Club has been bringing smiles and 
laughter to people in parades and commu-
nity events for 79 years.

58 St. Michael Royalty The St. Michael Roy-
alty are excited to be in Maple Lake cele-
brating St. Patrick’s Day. Joining us today is 
the 2024-2025 Royal Court; Queen Helen, 
Princesses Mary & Cecilia and Little Misses 
Greta & Korah. Join them the second week-
end in August for the St. Michael Daze and 
Knights Festival!

59  Isanti Ambassadors The Isanti Ambassa-
dor Program has 6 goodwill ambassadors 
who travel the state of MN! Miss Ambas-
sadors are Emily Haugen, Morgan Zdon, 
and Grace Peters. Junior Ambassadors 
are Paige Bostrom, Avery Blaser, and Lydia 
Roberts.

Mon-Thur 9am - 9pm   l  Fri-Sat 9am - 10pm   l  Sunday11am - 4pm
 901 STATE HWY. 55 E. Maple Lake • 320.963.3715 

REG. $19.99

Guinness

$1599
12 pk Bottles

$4999

Jameson
 Irish Whiskey
  REG. 58.99

Grain Belt
Premium 24 pack Cans
         REG. 24.99

$2199

REG. $16.99
$1399

8 pk Cans

Smithwicks 
& Guinness

EARN 

REWARD
POINTS
WITH EVERY 
PURCHASE

Military
Discount

10% OFF
Thank You

For your service

Senior
Discount

10% OFF
Every Monday
Age 60+ Only

Join Wine Club
and Receive 

Discounts
ON WINE 

& Wine Tastings
ALL YEAR LONG

Our Custom� sSAVE
all -year
 long!

Stop in on Parade Day for March Specials

1.75 L

Design    l     Build    l     Renovate

Contact us today at 320-267-8591 
 Alex Evavold - Owner  l  Licensed General Contractor BC#637194    l   al.evavold@capcustomhomes.com

www.capcustomhomes.com

Call today!

320-267-8591

info@solutionsplumbingmech.com
Clearwater, MN

• PLUMBING •  HE AT ING  •  C OOL ING •  WAT ER C ONDI T ION ING

ALL-Season Solutions

Emergency Service AVAILABLE

When you’ve got problems you need

✓ Plumbing
✓ Water Conditioning
✓ Infl oor Boiler Heating
✓ Heating & Ventilation

✓ Service & Installation
✓ Maintenance Programs
✓ New Construction
✓ Renovation

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE

FOLLOW OUR PROJECTS www.solutionsplumbingmech.com
License # – PC769548

See the quality craftsmanship for yourself – Our latest projects are on facebook

2024 Irish Anglers Fishing Team

20% OFF
One Entire Order!

Moving downtown - Spring of 2025!

320-963-2633
NO COMBINED OFFERS

Valid 03/16/25 – 03/31/25
Buffalo, MN

320-963-5663
Happy St. Patrick’s Day

412 - 7th St. N.E. 
Buffalo, MN 55313 763.682.3828

SAVE$100
Mention this ad for the discount!

Insurance Company Approved

on a $1,000 or more Repair!

Complete Body 
& Paint Service

Collision Repair 
to Restorations

Free Estimates



60 Gear Head Get Together Gear-Head Get Together comes to town Saturday, August 16th, 
2025! The Gear-Head Get Together has come a long way from its roots when it was just a few 
gear-heads getting together to show off some of their favorite mechanical odds and ends down 
by the old creamery building in Maple Lake on August 21st 
2004. Today the “Get Together” has become Maple Lake’s 
largest event of the year and one of the most unique “car 
shows” in the state and perhaps the country. It all takes 
place on the third Saturday of August in downtown Maple 
Lake. The idea is simple: there are no plaques or trophies at 
this event. There are only gear-heads, their machines, and 
anyone else who appreciates the laid back atmosphere and 
live entertainment!

61 Big Lake Ambassadors Please join the Big Lake Ambassadors at Spud Fest June 26th-29th.

62 Bethlehem United Church of Christ Bethlehem United Church of Christ celebrates the love 
of Christ by being an inclusive and caring faith community in Maple Lake. Dance along with 
their music and give thanks for the wonder and joy of life.

63 New London Spicer Ambassadors The New London Spicer Ambassadors Natilee Anderson, 
Autumn Tortorella, Demi Schriener and Evangelyne Thompson give a big wave and send well 
wishes to you all! Come join us this summer in Spicer for SpicerFest and in New London for 
Waterdays!

64 Maple Lake Lions Maple Lake Lions are celebrating their 80th year in service to the commu-
nity! The Maple Lake Lions club is one of the oldest in MN and they are proud to continue this 
legacy. Join them at their Pancake Breakfast & Candy Scramble on April 13, and at Lions burger 
stands at Gear Head in August. Reach out to fellow Lions to ask about joining our club, or join 
them at their meetings the 2nd Thursday of each month 7pm at the V. Maple Lake Lions, ‘We 
Serve’!

65 Litchfi eld Watercade Royalty Miss Litchfi eld Addie, Princesses Kate and Maya and Jr. Prin-
cesses Hadley and Matylda invite you to join them in Litchfi eld for Watercade the second week-
end in July.

66 Osman Shrine Calliope The calliope was built in 1929 and continues to entertain!

67 Glenwood Waterama Glenwood Waterama is thrilled to be a part of the incredible Maple 
Lake St Patty’s Day Celebration! Representing us with pride are Jr. Princess Skylar Jermy, Jr. 
Queen Xeona Bauleke, 2nd Princess Ella Lewison, 1st Princess Katy Vold, and our reigning Wat-
erama Queen Kendra Wilmes. We warmly invite you to join us the last full weekend of July in 
the beautiful lakeside town of Glenwood, MN, for an unforgettable Waterama weekend fi lled 
with fun, excitement, and community spirit. Come celebrate with us and create cherished mem-
ories!

              Lake Region Co-op
Serving our community for over 90 years

Hwy. 55 • Maple Lake   •   320-963-6074   •  lakeregion.com

with a week of
IRISH SAVINGS!
MARCH 9-16PER GALLON Up to 30 gallons Present this 

coupon at time of purchase – Expires 03/16/25

5¢
OFF
Your one stop Shop! • Daily Lunch Specials • Fishing & Outdoor Gear
• Live Bait • Clothing and Boots • Propane • Snacks and Much More

SAVE & CELEBRATE

5¢
OFF

www.GearheadGetTogether.net

Saturday,
August 16TH

2025
8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Gearhead Get-Together Show & Swap Meet

Lake Central Investments is LPL Financial (LPL), member FINRA/SIPC. LPL is unaffi liated with any other name entity.

Annandale
320-274-8216

Maple Lake 
320-963-3163www.lakecentral.bank
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401K ROLLOVERS 
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Happy St. Patricks Day!



WE SERVICE ALL  MAKES AND MODELS

P.O. Box 152 • 109 W. Hwy 55 • Buffalo, MN 55313

763-682-4520
Call Today

DL’S RADIATOR REPAIR
& custom exhaust

68 Buffalo Rodeo Howdy from the 71st 
Annual Buffalo Rodeo and Ms. Buffalo 
Rodeo Montana Martinson! Get ready for 
four days of heart-pounding rodeo action, 
from bulls and broncs to a whole lotta fun. 
Kicking off June 18 with family night and 
mutton bustin’ qualifiers-because who 
wouldn't want to see kids take on sheep 
like cowboys? Then rodeo performances 
June 19-22. So, grab your boots, your fam-
ily, and maybe a few beers, because this 
rodeo's about to get wild! Yeehaw!

69 Northfi eld - Defeat of Jesse James Days 
The Defeat of Jesse James Days invites you 
to Northfi eld the Weekend AFTER Labor 
Day to witness for yourself the guns blaz-
ing and the failed robbery attempt by the 
James/Younger gang along with lots of 
other great activities including a rodeo, 
arts & craft fairs, car show, carnival, soap-
box racing and parade. There is something 
for everyone! This is the largest, ALL VOL-
UNTEER celebration in Minnesota. Ambas-
sadors: Marea Sieger, Madi Dinneen and 
Maiah Skluzacek. Juniors: Isla Graff and 
Emily Stowe.

70  Farside 4-H Club Come check out the 
annual Farside 4-H Spring Bake and Craft 
Sale on April 19th at the Maple Lake Town-
ship Hall! This event is from 9-2. Even the 
Easter Bunny will be there!

71 Delano Royalty The Delano Royalty 
proudly represents the community of Del-
ano and the Delano 4th of July Celebra-

tion! We are feeling lucky to be here at the 
Maple Lake St. Patrick’s Day Celebration!

72 Oak Realty Oak Realty is proud to be cel-
ebrating 51 years in business! They have 
been working together to help buyers and 
sellers in the Maple Lake and Annandale 
area since 1974. Oak Realty loves market-
ing property; and their friendly, profes-
sional and experienced staff welcome the 
opportunity to be your guide. The Maple 
Lake Oak Realty offi ce is located 1 block 
North of BP on Maple Street.
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History This Week
January 2010: The world’s
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releases new
book
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published his third book

Senior football
players reflect
on season
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an intersting season
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Neighbor Connie Lahr captured this picture of flames coming out of the roof and several windows of their friend and neighbor’s

home. Photo by Connie Lahr

By Brenda Erdahl
Connie Lahr and her husband Patrick had just fin-

ished breakfast at their home on 54th Street North-
west in Maple Lake New Year’s morning when they
were shaken by a loud noise. Looking out the win-
dow they were amazed to see flames shooting out
the windows of friend and neighbor Dean Kofoed’s
home. 

“We each looked out, saw Dean’s house on fire,
saw fire trucks coming, heard the whistles blowing,
grabbed our coats with an extra for Dean and out the
door,” Connie said.

Unfortunately, Kofoed, aged 62, didn’t escape the
burning building.

The couple later learned that an employee at
Cenex saw the flames from the store on High-

way 55 and called 911. Maple Lake Fire Chief Steve
Peterson said that was around 7:30 a.m. When fire
fighters arrived, the fire was fully involved with
about 50 percent of the home completely engulfed. 

“Flames were coming out every window when
we arrived,” 2nd Assistant Chief Scott Carriveau
said. “He (Kofoed)  didn’t have a chance.” 

Fire takes life of Maple Lake man

Deadly fire    continued on page 8 

73 Miss St. Francis Ambassador Program
Here are the Miss St. Francis Ambassadors, 
Little Misses Emma and Piper along with 
their Miss Ambassadors Chloe and Mack-
enzie.

74 Little Mr. Phelps County Little Mr. 
Phelps County

75 Malco Tools The Malco Group is a leading 
provider of high-quality HVACR and build-
ing construction solutions across the Amer-
icas. We offer wholesale customers a vast, 
ever-growing product portfolio, ensuring 
exceptional availability and convenience 
from a single supplier. Our innovative, 
turnkey products help trade professionals 
streamline installations and maintenance 
while our comprehensive support and 
training empower them to serve their cus-
tomers effi ciently. Our people-fi rst culture 
has earned us the Minnesota and USA 
Today Top Workplaces Award, refl ecting our 
commitment to fostering an environment 
where employees thrive and contribute to 
our shared success.

76 Jordan Ambassadors Miss Jordan 
Meghan Mahoney, Princess Brooke Bohn-
sack, Princess Jasmine Resendiz, Miss Con-
geniality Kaylee Klose

77 MP Nexlevel MP Nexlevel has been 
around for over 50 years! Although MP per-
forms work in over 35 states, they are SO 
PROUD to be headquartered right here in 
Maple Lake, MN!! They are experts at pro-
viding complete solutions in the industries 
of Communications, Power and Gas. Fun 
fact- MP has successfully installed over 4.3 
million feet of cable in data centers across 
the US. Those numbers are impressive! If 
you are looking for something exciting and 
new, start building a career at MP Nexlevel, 
where you don’t just get to drive a red truck; 
you get to drive your future!

78 Cokato Royal Ambassadors Do you 
love corn? The Cokato Royalty invite you to 
head on over to the Cokato Corn Carnival on 
August 11th-13th!

79 Jude Vending Peter Jude and his candy 
truck.
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Greg Thomes

COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD
MAPLE LAKE 2025
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MAPLE LAKE 2025
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of Maple Lake

BUSINESS OF THE YEAR
MAPLE LAKE 2025

Maple Lake 
Lake Property Owners Association

Complete Mobile Glass Service
AUTO • COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

763.682.5100
Email: info@apolloglassinc.com

www.apolloglassinc.com
400 NE 7TH STREET • BUFFALO

Charlene Wurm
Realtor| MN

6612-759-0631
Operated by subsidiary of NRT LLC.

Happy St. Patrick’s Day

dingmannfuneral.com

320-963-5731

A General Practice Law Firm
FOCUSED ON FAMILY LAW, ESTATE

PLANNING & MEDIATION SERVICES

Pagel Law Office

71 BIRCH AVENUE SOUTH • MAPLE LAKE

pagellaw.com • 320-963-3218

320-274-8913
715 Norway Dr. E. Annandale, MN 55302

Happy St. Patrick’s Day
Plumbing Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc.

Gene & Rose Voda, Owners

hegledoor.com

600 6th St. NW Maple Lake

320-963-3934

Service Repair 
New Door Installation

Openers
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www.sprayfoamis.com • 7491 Country Road 37 • Maple Lake • www.facebook.com/SprayFoamInsulationSystems

Big or Small

Give John a call at   763-250-3619  for a FREE Estimate!

• Full Service
Insulation Company

• New Construction
• Remodels
• Foundation

Waterproofi ng

we do it all!

“We Tower Over The Competition”

The 48th Annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade 

will Start on Division street, turn left on 

Maple Avenue, then another left on 1st 

Street West and end near the City Park.



This year’s Grand Marshal award goes to the retired fi re 
fi ghters of the Maple Lake Fire Department. The Grand 
Marshal award is presented to Maple Lake residents for 
their record of outstanding service to this community.

Retired M.L.F.D. fi re fi ghters were chosen in recognition 
of the many years they dedicated themselves to keeping 
the people of Maple Lake and surrounding communities 
safe.

Over the years they have committed their time to train-
ing, fi ghting fi res, ambulance runs, responding to car acci-
dents and assisting other fi re departments.

Retired fi re fi ghters will ride in a place of honor in this 
year’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade, March 15th.

Maple Lake’s 48th Annual 

St. Patrick’s Day Parade Grand
Marshals  

Retired  Fire Fighters 
of Maple Lake

Maple Lake Chamber Vice-President, Nick Pawlenty (left) presents Roger Manu-

el, (center), and Daryl Hennen (right). a plaque on Thursday, February 26 at the 

Chamber Awards Program at the American Legion. Hennen and Manuel accepted 

the Grand Marshal award on behalf of all Maple Lake’s retired fi refi ghters.

By Brenda Erdahl 
Greg Thomes is an old hand at 

winning awards centered around 
the Maple Lake St. Patrick’s Day 
celebration.

In 1999 he earned the title of 
Commodore and in 2014 he was 
bestowed the honor of Grand Mar-
shal for his service to the commu-
nity.

Now it’s his turn to be the 
Maple Lake Chamber Member of 
the Year.

The Chamber made the 
announcement at its annual Cham-
ber Social, Wednesday Feb. 26 at 
the Maple Lake American Legion. 
The Social is a night dedicated to 
honoring those who happily do 
their part to promote and support 
their community through volun-
teerism. Other awards given were 
Grand Marshal, the Community 
Service Award and the Chamber 
Business of the Year award.

The Chamber Member of the 
Year goes to the member that 
attends and participates in cham-
ber meetings, shows leadership 
and contributes to the communi-
ty in a commitment of time and 
resources.

“Greg has been an active mem-
ber of the chamber over the years 
and has spent countless hours each 
year organizing the Maple Lake 
Ice Fishing Derby that brings hun-
dreds of people to our town,” his 
nominator said.

Thomas agreed that the Der-
by’s economic impact on the com-
munity has been huge. Although it 

doesn’t happen every year because 
of the weather, when it does, it 
draws thousands of people to town 
where they spend money at local 
businesses and then go home and 
tell others all about it.

Thomas has chaired the derby 
committee for the Maple Lake, 
Lake Property Owners Associa-
tion since 2007 and he’s witnessed 
the impact it has on local bait and 
sporting goods shops in both 
Maple Lake and the surrounding 
communities.

“I think a lot of other peo-
ple could be recognized for this 
(award),” he said. “But if in our 
small way we put Maple Lake on 
the map, that is wonderful.”

Thomes became active with 
the derby committee through his 
association with the Maple Lake 
Jaycees. Back when the contest 
started in 1975 it was a Jaycee 
project. Eventually the Maple 
Lake Public Schools took over 
and then 17 years ago, the Maple 
Lake, Lake Property Owners 
Association (MLPOA) took it on 
as a fundraiser dedicated to the 
lake’s health and prosperity.

The MLPOA turned it into a 
derby to deter cheating and allow 
for the use of fi sh houses.

Thomes said the Lake Associa-
tion has always had a lot of dedi-
cated volunteers who work on this 
event year-round. That, combined 
with some talented marketing 
strategists, made the derby what 
it is today.

Thomes is more than just the 

chairman of the derby committee, 
however.

His involvement started short-
ly after moving to Maple Lake in 
1982. That’s when he began serv-
ing with the Maple Lake Jaycees. 
Over the years he served as pres-
ident at the local level, then the 
state level then the national level. 
In 1995, he was named the U.S. 
Jaycees Foundation president.

Eventually the Jaycees came to 
an end in Maple Lake, but Thomes 
continued to do his part to serve 
the community he lived in. He 
said volunteering is second nature 
to him.

“I was raised in a family that 
was very generous and so was 
Betty (his wife). That giving atti-
tude bestowed on us by our par-
ents is just ingrained,” he said.

But there are some wonderful 
perks to being involved, he admit-
ted.

“For example, I was president 
of the Hasty-Silver Creek Sports-
men’s club for many years (2007-
2012) and those members became 
life-long friends, and customers,” 
he said.

Thomes is a third-generation 
owner/operator of Thomes Insur-
ance Group in Buffalo and has 
been since 1989.

“I don’t do A to get B, but it’s a 
nice result,” he said.

Over the years, Thomes has 
also served as president of the 
Maple Lake, Lake Property Own-
ers Association; he is a member of 

the Experimental Aviation Associ-
ation Chapter 878 which is based 
at Maple Lake Municipal Airport; 
is a member of St. Timothy’s par-
ish and is a member of both the 
Buffalo and Maple Lake chambers 
of commerce.

Thomes is also a proud mem-
ber of The McBrady Clan. 
Although only half Irish on his 
mother’s side, he became part of 
the clan through marriage and 
every year can be seen marching 
among of crowd of kilt-clad Irish 
men, women and children in the 
St. Patrick’s Day parade.

The tradition started with his 
father-in-law, Joe McBrady. Joe 
was the bartender at the Maple 
Lake Muni and on St. Patrick’s 
Day he served green beer in honor 
of his heritage. Thomes suspects 
Joe was the inspiration for what is 
now the beloved and wildly popu-
lar St. Patrick’s Day festival.

When the parade started, Joe 
insisted the McBrady clan have a 
fl oat in it. The parade also attract-
ed the attention of the Fitzpat-
rick’s of Waverly and for a while 
there was a good-natured rivalry 
between the two clans, Thomes 
said.

Today the parade serves as 
a sort of family reunion for the 
McBrady’s and every year the 
clan grows bigger. Joe and his 
wife Mary started with eight 
children of their own then came 
spouses and grandchildren, great 
grandchildren and so on.  As the 
generations accumulated, so has 
the fun.

Although Thomes doesn’t feel 
deserving of the award, it’s clear 
that others disagree.

“He is there when help is need-
ed,” his nominator said.

CHAMBER MEMBER OF THE YEAR
MAPLE LAKE 2025

Maple Lake Chamber President Mike Rowe, right, presents 

Greg Thomes with the Chamber Member of the Year award.

Greg 
Thomes



 A membership for local business and organizations 

AUTO CARERELIABLE 

Bring in this COUPON located in the Coupon Section 

$2995
CONVENTIONAL

$4995
SEMI-SYNTHETIC

$6995
FULL-SYNTHETIC

Oil Change Specials

1018 Hwy 55 East • Buffalo
763-682-3222 • reliable-autocare.com

TIRES • BRAKES • DIAGNOSTICS • SUSPENSION • & MORE!

March
2025

Shane Jurgens • Maple Lake

320-274-ROOF
LLC

LUBE & CAR CARE CENTER

320.963.3715
www.mlwine-spirits.com

Ask about our
Wine Club!

Next to Cenex
901 State Hwy. 55 East • Maple Lake

Schedule your appointments 24/7/365

Annandale • 440 Elm St. E
320-274-3744

Cokato • 110 Olsen Blvd.
320-286-2123allinamedicalclinic.com

• Family Medicine
• OB/GYN
• Occupational

Medicine
• Mental Health

Services

PROVIDING INSURANCE FOR:
Home • Auto • Health • Life • Farm • Business • Long Term Care

Annandale • Maple Lake • Clearwater
Paul Manuel, Agency Manager • 320.963.3163
www.lakecentralbank.com • agency@lakecentralbank.com

at Lake Central 

PROVIDING INSURANCE FOR:
Home • Auto • Health • Life • Farm • Business • Long Term Care

Annandale • Maple Lake • Clearwater
Paul Manuel, Agency Manager • 320.963.3163
www.lakecentralbank.com • agency@lakecentralbank.com

at Lake Central 

www.lakecentral.bank • agency@lakecentral.bank

500 County Road 37 East • Maple Lake
320.963.2400 • www.mpnexlevel.com

For employment opportunities, visit us at
mpnexlevel.com, or stop in at 500 County

Road 37 East, Maple Lake.

Visit your
Maple 

Lake Library
Monday, Wednesday, Friday: Noon to 6 p.m.

Saturday: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Downtown Maple Lake

320.963.2009

Monday & Friday: 12-6 • Wednesday: 12-8
Saturday: 10-1

Downtown Maple Lake
320.963.2009

3-6

Lifelong learning

Community Ed 
320.963.5991

Early Childhood Ed
320.963.7453

Kidville 
320.963.6415

Early Ed - 0-5 AGE DATA CENSUS

Kidville - SCHOOL AGE CARE

Wee Irish Preschool
Community Use of Facility 
Community Education
Early Childhood Family Ed - ECFE

Maple Lake Public Schools
Independent School District 0881
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10

3 4 5 6 7 8

12 13 14

17 18 19 20 21 22

15

1

29

2

16

9

25 26 27 28

• Fat Tuesday
• Annandale Conservation Club- 7:30 pm
• South Haven Council Meets, 6:30 pm
• Silver Creek Township Meeting, 7 pm
• Corinna Township Meeting, 7 pm
• Potluck Dinner Pioneer Park, 6:00 pm

• Ash Wednesday
• Home & Garden Show, Mpls C.C. 
• Convention Center, March 5-9
• Maple Lake Chamber Meeting, 12 p.m, 

The V by HH
Sunrise- 6:51 a.m.
Sunset- 6:04 p.m.

• Polar Plunge, Buffalo Lake, 12-3 p.m.
• Home & Garden Show, Mpls C.C.• Home & Garden Show, Mpls C.C.

• Lion’s Club Meeting, 7 p.m., V by HH
• Home & Garden Show, Mpls C.C. 

• Chatham Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• American Legion Meeting, 7:30 p.m. at 

the Legion Club
• Maple Lake Schools- Late Start

• Hasty-Silver Creek Sportsmen’s Club 
Meeting, 7 p.m

• Annandale Chamber Meeting, TBD, 
11:30 a.m. 

• Annandale Council Meets, C.H., 7 p.m.
• Maple Lake School Board Meeting 7p.m

• Daylight Savings Time Begins
• Home & Garden Show, Mpls C.C. 
Sunrise- 7:38 a.m.
Sunset- 7:14 p.m

Maple Lake’s 
St. Patrick’s Day Celebration

• Northwest Sportshow, Mpls CC
Full Moon 
• Northwest Sportshow, Mpls CC

• Northwest Sportshow, Mpls CC
• Wright Saddle Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m.
• Maple Lake Legion Auxiliary Meeting, 

7 p.m.
• Sons of the American Legion, 8 p.m. at 

the Legion Club 

• Maple Lake City Council Meeting, 
7:00 p.m

• Corinna Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Maple Lake Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Albion Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Silver Creek Township Meeting, 7 p.m.

St. Patrick’s Day
• Annandale School Board Meeting, AES 

Media Center, 7 p.m
• NCAA Basketball Selection Sunday
• Northwest Sportshow, Mpls CC

• First Day of Spring
• NCAA Basketball Round 1
• Wright Saddle Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m.
• Maple Lake Legion Auxiliary, 7 p.m. 

•Spring Break-Maple Lake & Annandale
• Wright County Snowmobile Association 

Meeting - American Legion, 7:30 p.m. •Spring Break-Maple Lake & Annandale 

★ 3/24 Deadline for  Event Calendar 
• 3/24 Spring Break-Maple Lake & Annan-

dale- Monday, March 24-28 •Spring Break-Maple Lake & Annandale 

•Spring Break-Maple Lake & Annandale
• Knights of Columbus Meeting, St. Timo-

thy Church, 7 p.m. 

★ Calendar Sponsors – Submit next months events before the deadline noted above - Email to ads@maplelakemessenger.com
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Give some  Buzz to your Business!
Give us a call or send us an email!  320-963-3813
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“You” Helping

Yourself

Sponsor the Calendar

YOUR AD HERE
Add your Community Events into 

the Advocate & Messenger Monthly!
FOR DETAILS EMAIL 

Nick@maplelakemessenger.com 

Expert Plumbing,
Heating and Air

Conditioning Team
since 1961

Call Us Today for a Free Estimate! 320-274-8913

Plumbing, Heating & AC, Inc.

HowardsPlumbingInc.com
715 Norway Drive E. Annandale, MN

usinessuzzB

Hedlund Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

All your plumbing needs!
We also do septic tank pumping.

Darrell Hedlund
320-286-2368

MPCA
L818

Master Lic#
058290PM

WE PRINT IT!
Print local and Save at the 

Advocate or Maple Lake Messenger

320-963-3813
FOR A FREE QUOTE SEND SAMPLE TO 

ADS@maplelakemessenger.com 

Sunday

23/30
24/31Sunrise- 7:12 a.m.

Sunset- 7:32 p.m

Sunrise- 6:59 a.m.
Sunset- 7:41 p.m


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16



