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By Brenda Erdahl

There’s always something to do
outdoors in Minnesota when the
weather warms up. It could be a fish-
ing trip that you’re gearing up for or
a garden project you’ve been waiting
all winter to get started on.

Whatever your plans are this
spring, the Lake Region Co-op Coun-
try Store (Cenex) in Maple Lake has
the equipment you need - from bait,
tackle and sporting goods to lawn,
garden, animal and bird feed and
everything in between.

Wine Club

SUMMER COCKTAILS $1 0
& Wine Tasting

Wednesday at 7:00pm ) «

May 14t

Maple Lake Legion

OVER 50 New Summer Beers, &
Wines and Cocktails to Sample! §

Members

\ Silver Tequila

5219°

REG. $26.99

PURCHASE TICKETS AT STORE

Keystone Light | ONLINE REBAT
o BuyONEGet ONE

FHEE" Outlaw nght
* "18%
24pk Cans

v| flo

Mon-Thur: 9am-9 pm
Fri- Sat: 9am-10pm
Sun: 11am-4 pm

THE COUNTRY STORE

“We’re like a mini-Runnings or
Fleet Farm. People always say we
have what they need,” Country Store
Manager Davis Kautz said.

Fishing and hunting

Located just off Highway 55 on
the eastern edge of Maple Lake,
Cenex is a convenient one-stop-spot
for anglers heading north to their
favorite fishing hole. The Country
Store carries all the major brands of
fishing tackle from Rapala to Berk-
ley, plus fishing poles, electronics,
life vests, fishing licenses and bait.

Your best four-legged friend will love the treat buffet at the Lake Region Country Store in Maple Lake. The Lake Region Co-op Country
Store (Cenex) is located at 4825 State Highway 55 in Maple Lake. For more information call 320-963-3137 or find them on Facebook.

Lake Central Insurance Services

320-963-3163

220 Hwy 55 N., Suite 3 « Maple Lake
www.lakecentral.bank ¢ agency@lakecentral.bank

6G%O

LAKECENTRAL

INSURANCE SERVICES
ANNANDALE e MAPLE LAKE o CLEARWATER

Finding bait has grown more dif-
ficult over the past few years, but the
Country Store makes it a priority to
keep its tanks well stocked whether
you are looking for shiners, suckers
or crappie minnows, Davis said.

Attached to the Country Store is
the Cenex convenience store where
anglers can get ice, propane and cold
beverages to make the trip more com-
fortable. The deli offers fresh-made
hot meals to go, and has specials
every day.

To top it off, staff are knowledge-
able, friendly and hardworking, and
products are priced comparably to
larger sporting goods stores, Davis
said.

“We’re always trying to get the
most new and improved products,”’
he added.

Besides fishing gear, the Coun-
try Store carries a small selection
of hunting supplies including Banks
Outdoors deer stands and deer scents.
Its deer attractants are also very popu-
lar particularly the Frigid Forage and
Domain flood plot seed blend brands.

Frigid Forage is developed right
here in Minnesota for our climate,
Davis said, and it works well for
small or large plots. Plant it in the
spring and the deer will be there graz-

- Continued on page 2

we insure your car. because
some people never learned to park.

Auto-Owners
INSURANCE
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ing in the fall. Domain is a Wis-
consin-made brand and is also
gaining popularity.

Lawn and garden

If you are more of a gardener
than a fisherman, the Country
Store has just what you need as
well. The store carries every-
thing from grass seed, fertiliz-
ers, herbicides and insecticides
to mulch, lawn and garden
décor, tools, seeds and acces-
sories. While the Country Store
doesn’t sell plants or flowers,
Butterfly Gardens, which rents
space on the east side of the
Cenex parking lot, does. It’s lit-
erally become a one-stop-shop
for gardeners.

The Country Store also car-
ries Hydrothol 191, the top sell-
ing brand of aquatic herbicide.

“We sell quite a bit of that
to lake homeowners. It does a
really good job getting rid of
weeds in the lake,” Davis said.
He added that staff are well
informed about all the products
and can give advice on what
they think will work best for
individual needs and situations.

For the Hobbyist

Hobby farms are a rewarding
but time-consuming activity,
fortunately local hobby farmers
don’t have to travel far to find
all the supplies they need. The
Lake Region Country Store in
Maple Lake carries cattle, horse,
chicken and goat feed, plus bed-
ding, insect control items and an
assortment of accessories like

Lake Region’s deer attractants are very popular in the
spring, particularly the Frigid Forage and Domain flood
plot seed blend brands. Plant them now and the deer

will be grazing there in the fall.

THE COUNTRY STORE

bridals and feed troughs.

If you can’t find something
you need, talk to staff and they
can order it for you, Davis said.

Normally this time of year,
the Country Store would be
receiving orders for chicks, but
because the hatchery they use is
so far behind, Davis said new
chicks likely won’t be available
until July or August.

Getting chicks has been a
problem since Covid, but this is
the worst he’s seen it, he said.

If you do get your hands on
some chicks, the Country Store
has all the supplies you need to
raise them.

Clothing and Red Wing boots

Cenex also dabbles in cloth-
ing and carries a limited number
of popular brands, but what they
are really known for is their Red
Wing work boots.

Red Wing boots are known
for their durability and
high-quality. They are also a
Minnesota made product.

“They are a huge part of our
business,” Davis said.

The Country Store carries
a variety of styles including
Red Wing’s Irish Setter work,
hunting and winter boots for
both men and women. Dan-
ner is another well-known and
respected brand that the Maple
Lake store carries. They sell
both Danner work boots and
Danner Lacrosse hunting and
winter boots.

The Country Store carries all the major brands of fishing tackle from Rapala to Berkley, plus fishing
poles, electronics, life vests, fishing licenses and bait.

Grilling

Short on grilling supplies?
The Country Store stocks grill-
ing pellets, charcoals, lighter
fluid, grilling accessories like
tongs and spatulas plus sea-
sonings including best-selling
brands Kinder’s and Traeger.
You’ll also find a few camping
supplies, namely propane tanks
and heaters.

Bird seed and pet supplies

Birdwatching is a popular
hobby for many and there’s no
better place to stock up on all
your bird watching needs than
the Cenex Country Store. The
store carries all types of bird
feeders and seed for a variety of
birds and seasons. The Country
Store also carries an assortment
of dog and cat foods/treats for
your four-legged friends.

Now that spring has arrived, The Country Store has

Automotive

By no means is Cenex an
automotive parts store, but it
does offer some basic items for
common needs such as ratchet
straps, oil and windshield wash-
er fluid.

“We carry a little bit of
everything, and we like to try
different things to see what
sells,” Davis said. “As long as
it’s a good product we’ll stick
with it.”

All about the people

It’s all about the people at
Lake Region Country Store,
whether customer or employee.

“We’ve got great customers
that come back year after year
that we really rely on. If not for
them, we wouldn’t be here,”
Davis said.

all the lawn and garden décor, seeds and accessories

you will want for your outdoor projects.

Cenex’s employees
equally dedicated.

are

“Our employees are knowl-
edgeable and reliable and they
like working here,” he said.

Take for instance Ada, she
specializes in pets and is a
great resource when it comes
to deciding what kind of food
is right for your animal. Allie
on the other hand has lots of
experience with chickens while
Davis and Tom are available to
answer questions about fishing.

Management recogniz-
es their talents and gets them
involved in ordering products
and organizing them on the
shelves. That makes them feel
valuable and they stick around.

“It’s not just me that makes
this place work it’s a group
effort. There is no “I” in team,”
Davis said.

The Country Store carries major work, hunting
and winter boot brands, including Red Wing,
Danner and Lacrosse.




2025 Warmer weather brings fun events to

Maple Lake Makers & Growers Market

By Brenda Erdahl

Maple Lake has become known as the
small town with big events and a lot of it
has to do with the local chamber of com-
merce.

With 70-some members, the Maple
Lake Chamber of Commerce is not overly
big, but its events like the St. Patrick’s Day
parade and the Gear-Head Get Together
brings thousands of people to town every
year.

With Christmas and St. Patrick’s Day
behind us, it’s time to look forward to some
of the Chamber’s warmer-weather events.

The year’s first Makers and Growers
Market is set to take place on Sunday, May
18 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in downtown
Maple Lake. This will be the third season of
the popular outdoor market series that takes

One Sunday Every Month!

JOIN US THIS SUMMER
ON BIRCH AVE. AT

MAPLE LAKES

Maker's &
Growers Market

10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

* May 18 © June 22  July 20
* August 24 » September 14 ¢ October 5
moq@w

Home Grown Foods

MAPLE LAKE

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

See website for chamber news, meeting minutes, current members & upcoming events!

www.maplelakechamber.com

place one Sunday out of the month May
through October. The market features an
assortment of fine arts, home-grown foods
and more. It’s organized by the Makers
and Growers Committee, a subgroup under
the Maple Lake Chamber of Commerce
umbrella.

Last year the event averaged 50 vendors
per event and 88 that came to one or more
Markets throughout the summer.

Live music is a hallmark of the festival
as is an array of food trucks. In 2024 the

fuop
LOCAL

“You” Helping
Yourself

SHOP LOCAL

Support Your Local
Chamber Buginesses!

Find us on:
l] facebook.

MAPLE LAKE

P.0. Box 461, MapLE Lake, MN 55358

\
maplelakemakersandgrowers.co
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One Sunday Every Mon

event attracted six food trucks, five of them
new from the 2023 season.

The Makers and Growers Market stands
out among the rest because it is a donation
driven event, which means organizers don’t
charge anyone to attend — from vendors to
food truck owners to shoppers.

There is always a crowd at these events
so, come early.

On June 7, the Chamber hosts the All
City Garage Sale. From early morning until

August 16 - Gear-Head Get Together & Swap Meet

the streets and throughout the neighbor-
hoods of Maple Lake.

On August 16th, the Chamber hosts the
annual Gear-Head Get Together. This pop-
ular event is a gathering of gear-heads and
their machines - bring your cars, trucks,
rods, boat motors, motorcycles, scooters,
tractors, snow-machines, lawn mowers,
chainsaws, commercial vehicles, motors
and other mechanical devices. There will be
live music, food and beverages are available
all day in downtown Maple Lake.e August

late afternoon, find bargains up and down 24

Maple Lake Chamber of Commerce Members 2025

St. Patrick’s Day Parade

A-Plus Performance
Airlift Doors
Albion Ridges Golf Course
Avenue Realty
Bernatello’s Pizza

Bethlehem United Church of Christ

Blizil's Repair
Book Break
Buffalo Country Inn & Suites
Buffalo Hospital/Allina Health
Carefree Lawn Sprinklers
Cedar Lake Metal Solutions
Church of St. Timothy
Costume Shoppe
Dingmann Funeral Care
Earth Child Tattoo
Friends of Maple Lake Library
H & H Archery Supply
Hegle Garage Door
J & J Athletics
Jewel Cabinet Refacing
Jude Vending
Kings 46 Wine Bar
KRWC Radio
Lake Central Insurance
Lake Central Investments
Lake Region Co-op/Cenex
Lucky Charms
Childcare & Preschool
Lundeen Bros. Ford
M&M Bus Service/Express Lube
M&M Express Sales & Service
Madigan’s Pub & Grill
Maple Lake Legion
Maple Lake Lions Club

Maple Lake Lumber Co.
Maple Lake Messenger
Maple Lake - Lake POA
Maple Lake Public School
Maple Lake Royalty Program
Maple Manor Apts.
MCP Collision & Glass
MidCountry Bank
MP Nexlevel
Northstar Granite Tops
Oak Realty
0PS Assembly
0TC Vintage
Pagel Law Office
Rhino
Rivers Precision
Southbrook Golf Course
Spooky Brew Coffee House
Spray Foam Insulation Systems
Star Bank
Subway Maple Lake
Sunfish Dental
Terra Nova School
The Butchery of Maple Lake
The V by HH
Thomes Insurance Group
Thryv
Twin Lake Design Group
Up North Automation
Wr.Co. Community Action
Wr.Co. Economic Dev.Part.
Wright-Hennepin Electric
Wright Technichal Center
Young & Brown
Zahler Photography
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Give some Buzz to your Business!
Give us a call or send us an email' 320-963-3813
Nick @MapleLakeMessenger.com

Sunrise- 6:00a.m.
Sunset- 8:25 p.m
 Maple Lake Lakers vs. Elk River, 1 p.m.
o Wildflower Class, Robert Ney Nature
Center, 1-3 p.m.
1

Sunrise-5:50a.m.

Sunset-8:34 p.m.

Mother's Day

o Monticello City Wide Garage Sales

18

© Maple Lake Makers & Growers Market
10:00-2:00

Sunrise- 5:42 a.m.

Sunset-8:42 p.m

25

Sunrise- 5:36.a.m.
Sunset-8:49 p.m

* Cinco De Mayo

12

* Annandale City Council Meeting, City
Hall, 7 p.m.
* Maple Lake School Board Meeting 7p.m

19

* Annandale School Board Meeting, AES

Media Center, 7 p.m
26

* Memorial Day
@ No School Annandale & Maple Lake

© GRAD AD Deadline

6

o Annandale Conservation Club- 7:30 p.m

o South Haven City Council Meeting,
6:30 p.m.

o Silver Creek Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
o Corinna Township Meeting, 7 p.m.

13

© Chatham Township Meeting, 7 p.m.

© American Legion Meeting, 7:30 p.m. at
the Legion Club

o Maple Lake Schools- Late Start

o Maple Lake VFW Post 7664, at the
Maple Lake Legion, 7 p.m

20

* Maple Lake City Council Meeting,
7:00 p.m

* Corinna Township Meeting, 7 p.m.

o Maple Lake Township Meeting, 7 p.m.

o Albion Township Meeting, 7 p.m.

o Silver Creek Township Meeting, 7 p.m.

27

 Maple Lake Lakers vs Lyons Pub

7:00pm

© Maple Lake Chamber Meeting, 12 p.m.

o Summer Cocktails and Wine tasting at
the American Legion 7 pm

© Call The Messenger to Place a Grad Ad

© May Day o Annandale Cardinal Baseball vs. Big * Bear Hunt Lottery Deadline

© Legion Riders Club at The Legion Club, Lake, 4:30 p.m. © Annandale City Wide Garage Sales
7pm. o Maple Lake Lakers vs. Clearwater, 7 p.m. | © Kentucky Derby

 Annandale Cardinal Baseball vs. Glen- (Free Popcorn Night) o Buffalo Farmer's Market, Downtown

coe-Silver Lake, 4:00 p.m.

o Sons of the American Legion, 8 p.m.

 Maple Lake Lion's Club Meeting, 7 p.m.,
attheV by HH

 Monticello City Wide Garage Sales

o Backpacking 101, Robert Ney Nature

Center-7:30-8:30 p.m. 7p.m.
15

14

o Wright Saddle Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m.
 Maple Lake Legion Aux. Meeting, 7 p.m.
o |rish Baseball vs. Kimball, 4:30 p.m.

o Cardinal Baseball vs. Litchfield, 4 p.m.

21 22

o Call The Advocate to Place a Grad Ad

* Wright County Swappers Meet Three
Day Event,

28 29

o Knights of Columbus Meeting, St. Timo
thy Church, 7 p.m.

 Monticello City Wide Garage Sales
 Maple Lake Irish Baseball vs. Litchfield,

o rish Baseball vs. Big Lake, 4:30 p.m.

© Maple Lake Lakers vs Howard Lake,
7:00 p.m.

Buffalo, 8a.m-12 p.m.

9 10

® Fishing Opener

o Monticello City Wide Garage Sales

o Buffalo Farmer's Market, Downtown
Buffalo, 8a.m.-12 p.m.

o Coffee & Crafts, Robert Ney Nature Cen-

ter,10a.m-12 p.m.
16 17

 Malco's 75 Year Celebration
o MN Pioneer Park WWII Re-Enactmant

e City of Maple Lake Clean-Up Day, 7:30
am-12pm.
o Buffalo Farmer's Market, Downtown

Buffalo, 8 a.m-12 p.m.
23 24

o Buffalo Farmer's Market, Downtown
Buffalo, 8 a.m-12 p.m.

o Annandale Chamber Chili Cook-Off

31

Fri-Sun.,

30

o Buffalo Farmer's Market, Downtown
Buffalo, 8 a.m-12 p.m.

* Calendar Sponsors - Submit next months events before the deadline noted above - Email to ads@maplelakemessenger.com

o, WY
NEXLEVEL, LLC

Powerep sv API Group

ololg

500 County Road 37 East « Maple Lake
320.963.2400 « www.mpnexlevel.com

(o Crass of 2025

Salute a Senior i the
2025 Grad Issue

Deadline for Entries is Memorial Day
Look for Details in the Maple Lake Messenger & Annandale Advocate

LAKECENTRAL

INSURANCE SERVICES
Annandale ¢ Maple Lake ¢ Clearwater
Paul Manuel, Agency Manager ¢ 320.963.3163
www.lakecentral.bank - agency@Ilakecentral.bank

PROVIDING INSURANCE FOR:
HOME * AUTO » HEALTH  LIFE - FARM * BUSINESS * LONG TERM CARE
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at Lake Central

Hedlund Plumbing & Heating, inc.
All your plumbing needs!

We olso do sep’rlc tank pumping.

Darrell Hedlund
320-286-2368

Vostor ot
!mgw,g g@a‘??‘ 060290PM

NO
APPOINTMENT
NECESSARY!

Y d

LUBE & -CAR CARE CENTEF\'

ASE Certified Auto Repair
520 Division St. W, Maple Lake MN

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 6a.m.-5p.m.

320-963-2060

www.mmexpresssales.com

o) ®

320-214-

Shane Juriens Maple Lake

% Early Childhood Family Ed - ecre

Independent School District 0881

Z/fa/w(ﬂ learning

+J» Early Ed - 0-5 AGE DATA CENSUS

n ), MAPLE ¢, LAKE =

o Kidville - SCHOOLAGE CARE Community Ed
Wee Irish Preschool 320.963.5991
o Wee rish Freschool Early Childhood Ed
. Community Use of Facility 320.963.7453
. Community Education Kidville
320.963.6415

Join the

aplﬁ_alw

Chamber of Commerce

www.MapleLakeChamber.com

membershlp for local business and organizations

Bematellos

———F%ods”

Proud to be part of the
Maple Lake Community!

www.bernatellos.com

IRISH!

wiMaple Lakei%:

WINE & SPIRITS
320.963.31

Ask about our
Wine Club!

Next to Cenex
901 State Hwy. 55 East * Maple Lake

NEIL'S
(FLO@R COVERING )

CARPET » CERAMIC » VINYL » HARDWOOD
COMMERCIAL « RESIDENTIAL

email@neilsfloorcovering.com « www.neilsfloorcovering.com
763-684-0600 270 State Hwy. 55 NE
Fax: 763-684-0599 Buffalo, MN 55313

Find us on Facebook foo!

WE PRINT IT!

Print local and Save at the
Advocate or Maple Lake Messenger

320-963-3813

FOR A FREE QUOTE SEND SAMPLE TO
ADS@maplelakemessenger.com

WE NOW ACCEPT

FREEOFCHARGE =~ <222
HOURS: M-F 7aM-5PM .

\W r/
VENEO
15301 140th Ave. SE, Becker Township
763-262-8662 VoncoUSA.com

2

Plumbing, Heating & AC, Inc.

HowardsPlumbinginc.com
715 Norway Drive E. Annandale, MN

Visit your
fTaple

Monday & Friday: 12-6 « Wednesd‘iy 3-6
Saturday: 10-1

Downtown Maple Lake

320.963.2009
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