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Smirnoff Ice
Red White Berry, Zero 
Sugar Mix, Zero Sugar 
RWB, Sunny Days

Mon-Thur:  9 am - 9 pm
Fri- Sat:  9 am - 10 pm

Sun: 11 am - 4 pm

PURCHASE UP TO 24 CASES WITH REBATE

Coors Banquet & Coors Light
 BEER OF THE MONTH

Buy TWO @ $24.99
Get the 3rd for

24PK
CANS

PLUS MAIL IN OR 
ONLINE REBATE – 

Save $15 
for every THREE
cases purchased

JUNE

$1397

Buy ONE @ $16.99
Get the 2nd for

Prairie
Vodka

1.75

Reg. $32.99

$2899

Buy ONE @ $19.99
Get the 2nd for

       Risata
Moscato D’asti 

750ml

stitttitti 

750ml
$999

PURCHASE U

Geeeeeeeeettttttttt the 3 for

PURCHASE U

$1599
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CountryLake Lure The Maple Lake

A great place to live and work
By Brenda Erdahl 

The City of Maple Lake has 
seen a lot of changes recently and 
it’s helped to set them on a path 
that City offi cials and the Commu-
nity can be excited about.

From a new housing develop-
ment on 5th street that will bring 
35 much-needed single-family 
homes to town, to new staff at City 
Hall who focus on positive and 
friendly service, it is all coming 
together to make Maple Lake an 
even better place to live and work.

City Hall
Some would say City Hall has 

experienced the biggest change. 
Since May of 2024, there is an 
entirely new set of faces in the 
offi ce, and they’ve all been work-
ing hard to build positive relation-
ships.  City Administrator Scott 
Hildebrand came on board last 
summer. During his tenure, the 
Strategic Plan has been revived 
so the council and staff have a 
better idea of united goals for the 
community. Staff has also whole-
heartedly tackled the City’s fi nan-
cial transparency and yearly audit 
which should be completed on 
time this year.

As you enter City Hall, Admin-
istrative Assistant Melissa Dixon 

is there to greet you with a smile, 
Jill Norlander is working on plan-
ning, zoning and permitting.  The 
City’s newest hire, Margaret Webb 
will be jumping right in with many 
years of municipal experience 
under her belt as the new fi nance 

offi cer, to replace Rose Mambwe 
who stepped in on a temporary 
basis and has done an outstanding 
job with process improvement and 
tackling unfi nished tasks.  Cassie 
Johnson has been a major help in 
bringing effi ciencies to process-

es as our clerk.  The City wishes 
her well as she moves on to a new 
role. A new clerk will be joining 
the Team soon.

“What staff has accomplished 
this past year has been 

pretty phenomenal,” Hildebrand 
said.

5th St. Development Project
Recently the City Council 

approved a new development on 
5th Street that will bring 35 sin-
gle family home lots, six twin 
town home lots and a multi-fam-
ily apartment building to Maple 
Lake. Not only will the develop-
ment have a positive impact on 
the City’s budget by expanding 
its tax base it could spur other 
industrial and housing growth. 
The school district will benefi t 
as more housing attracts families 
with school-aged children, which 
will strengthen enrollment.

EDA revival
The Maple Lake Econom-

ic Development Authority 
(MLEDA) is a necessary compo-
nent of a successful city. It works 
to attract new business opportuni-
ties and grow existing ones. The 
last time Maple Lake had an EDA 
was in 2018.

Earlier this year, The City 
Council hired an EDA consultant 
with the knowledge, vision and 
experience to help direct the local 
EDA in seeking out opportunities 
to help expand the industrial park 
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There are new faces at Maple Lake City Hall and their focus is on positive and friendly service. Pic-
tured, front, from left is City Administrator Scott Hildebrand and Melissa Dixon. Back row, from left, 
Jill Norlander, Rose Mambwe and Cassie Johnson.



and other business opportunities.

The EDA is also working to 
revive the City’s Revolving Loan 
Fund. This fund provides low 
interest loans such as GAP fi nanc-
ing for start-up businesses or spe-
cifi c needs for existing businesses 
in the community.  The City hopes 
to advertise the Mission and 
Vision of the EDA, as well as loan 
information soon.

Public works
Maple Lake has a valuable pub-

lic works department that oversees 
the city streets, water and parks. 
In August, public works will see 
a change in leadership when Al 
Hudek retires and passes on the 
reins to Andrew Johnson.

Johnson has been with the 
department for 13 years and is 
“very capable and knows the 
city well. He’s ready to step in,” 
Hudek said.

Hudek has been with the depart-
ment for 25 years. Four years ago, 
he took over as director when Jerry 
Sawatzke retired. He leaves large 
shoes to fi ll. In his time, he led 
an effort to get the city on a GIS 
mapping program that essentially 
uses GPS to map out where all the 
city’s sewer lines and watermains 
are located, making identifying 
and maintaining them easier and 
less time consuming for staff. He 
also upheld Sawatzki’s efforts to 
get city equipment on a budget 
rotation. As a result of that fore-
sight, Maple Lake has top notch 
equipment for such a small town, 
he said. Most recently, Hudek and 
his department are responsible for 
getting the city’s fi rst permanent 
generator at a lift station. It will 
be arriving next month. Having 
a generator on site that automat-
ically kicks in when the power 
goes out will be an immense help 
to staff, he said. Currently, when 
the power goes out staff receive 
a phone call and must run to the 
public works building to get a 
generator and bring it out to the 
site. Eventually, Hudek hopes the 
city will have generators at all the 
city’s lift stations.

“It’s been a pleasure working 
for the community I grew up in 
and its being left in good hands,” 
he said.

Comprehensive Plan
The City has committed to 

updating the 2014 Comprehensive 
Plan in 2025. This will include 
revising planning and zoning ordi-
nances as necessary to adapt to the 
changes in the community. Doing 
so will clarify regulations for both 
residents and when it comes to 
industrial growth. The ultimate 
goal of the Comprehensive Plan 
is to better defi ne the long-term 
vision for growth and develop-
ment in the city.

Master Parks and Trail Plan
As part of the Comprehensive 

Plan proposal is a plan to update 

the Master Parks and Trails Plan 
from 2004. This will be helpful 
with the potential for new trails 
and walking spaces and will bet-
ter coordinate visioning for park 
improvements. For example, 
the Maple Lake Lions recently 
donated funding for pavilion ren-
ovations or community gathering 
space at the Community Park. 
There are also additional park 
improvements being discussed for 
Bolduan Park and for a park in the 
new 5th Street development.

Hildebrand added that if any-
one has an interest in the city 
parks, they should consider join-
ing the park board. The board 
meets once a month and is respon-
sible for generating new ideas for 
the community’s parks systems.

Safe Streets for All Planning 
Grant

Supporting the work for the 
Comprehensive Plan and the 
Master Parks & Trails Plan is 
another new initiative happening 
within the City of Maple Lake - 
Safe Streets for All. In 2023, the 
city was given a federal grant to 
create an action plan to enhance 
roadway safety for drivers, pedes-
trians, bicyclists and other users 
within Maple Lake. The output 
of the work will be recommenda-
tions for safety improvements on 
the roadways as well as identify-
ing areas in need of sidewalks and 
trails for pedestrians.  Residents 
are encouraged to offer their input 
on the City’s web site (ci.maple-
lake.mn.us) under the resident’s 
tab, scroll down to “news” and 
then “get involved.” The City is 
also planning more pop-up events 
where residents will have the 
opportunity to talk with planners 
in person.

Maple Lake Fire Department
The Maple Lake Fire Depart-

ment (MLFD) is led by Chief 
Steve Peterson. It has 24 mem-
bers, including EMTs and serves 
the City of Maple Lake and the 
townships of Albion, Corinna, 
Chatham, Maple Lake, Marysville 
and Silver Creek. In addition, the 
MLFD provides mutual aid to 
other nearby departments. It is 
also the home of one of three fi re 
department-based ambulances in 
Wright County.

MLFD is creative with its bud-
get and has successfully sought 
and received grants to combat the 
increasing costs of safety equip-
ment and trucks. Recently the 
department was approved for a 
grant that will benefi t ambulance 
services. The generosity of local 
charitable organizations has also 
helped to keep the MLFD viable 
and current. A special thanks goes 
out to North Star Search and Res-
cue, the Maple Lake Lions, Ram-
sey Lake Association, Sugar Lake 
Association, the Maple Lake, Lake 
Property Owners Association and 
the Maple Lake American Legion 

for their contributions.

Looking to the future, the 
MLFD has started setting aside 
funds for a building expansion 
or remodel. According to Chief 
Peterson, the MLFD building 
is one of the oldest in the Coun-
ty with a section still in use that 
dates back to the 1930s. Another 
section was added in the 1950s 
and the newest section was built 
in 1997. Peterson said they have 
close to $200,000 set aside for a 
construction project and they’ve 
started talking with contractors, 
but he predicted it’s still fi ve to 
10 years away before any work is 
started. The goal, when the time 
comes, is to be able to keep costs 
as low as possible for taxpayers, 
he said.

Airport
The Maple Lake Municipal Air-

port is a source of historical pride 
and educational and business sup-
port for residents of Maple Lake.  

The airport is home to a thriving 
EAA (Experimental Aviation 
Association) chapter who manag-
es the Young Eagles program, giv-
ing youth the opportunity to take 
their fi rst airplane ride and learn 
more about the aviation industry.  
The EAA is also fi nishing con-
struction on a classroom provid-
ing space for education in building 
and maintaining aircraft.  Not only 
is the airport home to education 
for the youth in our community, it 
is also home to several businesses 
from a fl ight school to an innova-
tive air-based pipeline leak detec-
tion system and more. The airport 
also serves as a vital transportation 
hub for many of the nation-wide 
industries based in Maple Lake. 
The City is dedicated to working 
with the state to update its Airport 
Layout Plan in hopes of construct-
ing new hangars and attracting 
increased activity. The airport is 
primarily funded by MNDot and 
has most recently benefi tted from 

three recent grants for the repav-
ing of a taxilane and the purchase 
of a mower and tractor-mounted 
snow-thrower.

Maple Lake Wine and Spirits
Ang Berthiaume manages the 

local municipal liquor store from 
which profi ts are reinvested in 
the community to help reduce the 
City’s tax levy.  Ang and her team 
have made many improvements to 
the store over the years including 
the addition of a rewards discount 
program and of course the addi-
tion of the popular wine and spir-
its tasting events. The tastings are 
held multiple times throughout the 
year and are always a great com-
munity gathering.

Through all that’s changed and 
all that’s stayed the same, the City 
of Maple Lake continues to look 
toward the future while keeping 
the present wellbeing of its resi-
dents fi rmly in mind.
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The Maple Lake Fire Department serves the City of Maple Lake and the townships of 
Albion, Corinna, Chatham, Maple Lake, Marysville and Silver Creek. Above, the fi re 
department takes part in Maple Lake’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade.

Maple Lake’s Public Works Department oversees the city’s streets, water and parks. Pic-
tured above is the public works crew, from left Andrew Johnson, Mike Wicks, Al Hudek 
and Bill Eccless.



Minnesota’s lakes and rivers will 
be abuzz with activity now that 
Memorial Day weekend has 

come and gone. The holiday represents the 
traditional start of the recreational boating 
season, when water recreation enthusiasts 
of all types join the anglers, paddlers and 
others who’ve been on the water now for 
weeks.

All users have a role in keeping Min-
nesota’s lakes and rivers safe, said Lt. 
Eric Sullivan, supervisor of the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources Enforce-
ment Division’s newly created statewide 
Marine Unit. The unit includes fi ve conser-
vation offi cers whose overall responsibility 
is keeping the state’s waterways safe.

“Few states have the water-recreation 
resources that Minnesota does, and fewer 
still have as many registered watercrafts 
as we do,” Sullivan said. “It’s great that 
so many people connect with the outdoors 
on the water – we just want to make sure 
they’re being safe so everyone can make 
positive memories.”

Following are safety tips for all boaters 
to keep in mind to ensure a fun, memorable 
and successful boating season:

Wear a life jacket, don’t just bring it. 
State law requires children under 10 wear 
a life jacket when the boat is underway, but 
wearing one is the best way for people of 
all ages to survive an accidental fall into the 

water. (Ninety percent of victims in boating 
fatalities were not wearing a life jacket.)

Leave alcohol on shore. Operating a boat 
under the infl uence is the single greatest 
factor in fatal boating accidents. It’s also 
illegal.

Check safety equipment. Make sure 
life jackets are in good condition and fi t 
the wearer. On motorboats, ensure carbon 
monoxide detectors, fi re extinguishers, nav-
igation lights, and sound-producing devices 
are in good condition. Inspect the engine 
cut-off lanyard and wear it anytime the boat 
is underway.

Be cognizant of potentially high water, 
which can present safety risks by hiding 

hazards beneath the surface of the water.

Own your wake. Large wakes can nega-
tively affect the shoreline and be hazardous 
to other people recreating on the water.

Take an online education course on the 
DNR website to increase your knowledge. 
More information, including boater educa-
tion requirements and information on safe 
boating, is on the boating safety webpage 
of the DNR website.

Brush up on the rules. Read the 2025 
Minnesota Boating Guide which can also 
be found on the DNR website.

MN Department of Natural Resources 
Report

J&J MARINE, Inc.
SALES & SERVICE

“We Rock the Boat!”
Your Lake Country

Headquarters
jjmarineinc.com  •  320-236-3625

14882 State Hwy. 55, South Haven -

ENJOY SUMMER – Let us get you on the water!

New AlumaCraft
Boats in Stock!

Premier Mercury
Outboard Dealer

Dock System Solutions
for Every Waterfront

2025 Pontoons with 
Pre-Season Pricing

14882 State Hwy 55, South Haven, MN 55382
HOURS: Monday-Friday 8:00 - 5:30

Saturday 8:00 - 1:00 • Closed Sunday

maCraft
n Stock!

Check out our large 
selection of Hustler 

Zero-Turn Lawn Mowers

Be safe as  
Boating Season

kicks off

Make positive memories this summer 
by boating safely that includes leaving 
alcohol on the shore.
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LUBE & CAR CARE CENTER

320.963.3715
www.mlwine-spirits.com

Ask about our
Wine Club!

Next to Cenex
901 State Hwy. 55 East • Maple Lake

Schedule your appointments 24/7/365

Annandale • 440 Elm St. E
320-274-3744

Cokato • 110 Olsen Blvd.
320-286-2123allinamedicalclinic.com

• Family Medicine
• OB/GYN
• Occupational 

Medicine
• Mental Health 

Services

PROVIDING INSURANCE FOR:
Home • Auto • Health • Life • Farm • Business • Long Term Care

Annandale • Maple Lake • Clearwater
Paul Manuel, Agency Manager • 320.963.3163
www.lakecentralbank.com • agency@lakecentralbank.com

at Lake Central 

PROVIDING INSURANCE FOR:
Home • Auto • Health • Life • Farm • Business • Long Term Care

Annandale • Maple Lake • Clearwater
Paul Manuel, Agency Manager • 320.963.3163
www.lakecentralbank.com • agency@lakecentralbank.com

at Lake Central 

www.lakecentral.bank • agency@lakecentral.bank

500 County Road 37 East • Maple Lake
320.963.2400 • www.mpnexlevel.com

For employment opportunities, visit us at
mpnexlevel.com, or stop in at 500 County

Road 37 East, Maple Lake.

Visit your
Maple 

Lake Library
Monday, Wednesday, Friday: Noon to 6 p.m.

Saturday: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Downtown Maple Lake

320.963.2009

Monday & Friday: 12-6 • Wednesday: 12-8
Saturday: 10-1

Downtown Maple Lake
320.963.2009

3-6

Lifelong learning

Community Ed 
320.963.5991

Early Childhood Ed
320.963.7453

Kidville 
320.963.6415

Early Ed - 0-5 AGE DATA CENSUS

Kidville - SCHOOL AGE CARE

Wee Irish Preschool
Community Use of Facility 
Community Education
Early Childhood Family Ed - ECFE

Maple Lake Public Schools
Independent School District 0881

Give some  Buzz 
to your Business!

320-963-3813
Nick @MapleLakeMessenger.com

Community Calendar

Join the

Chamber of Commerce
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LOCAL
“You” Helping

Yourself

Call Us Today for a Free Estimate! 320-274-8913
HowardsPlumbingInc.com • 715 Norway Drive E. Annandale, MN

Expert Plumbing, Heating and Air  Conditioning Team  since 1961

usinessuzzB

Hedlund Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

All your plumbing needs!
We also do septic tank pumping.

Darrell Hedlund
320-286-2368

MPCA
L818

Master Lic#
058290PM

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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• Annandale Conservation Club- 7:30 pm
• South Haven Council Meeting, 6:30 pm
• Silver Creek Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Corinna Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Potluck Dinner Pioneer Park, 6:00 p.m. 

1  2  3  4 5 6 7

8

22

15

• Maple Lake Chamber Meeting, 12 p.m.

• Buffalo Graniteman Triathlon, Buffalo 
Lake, 8 a.m. 

Sunrise- 5:31 a.m.
Sunset- 8:55 p.m

• Buffalo Farmer’s Market, 8 a.m.-12 p.m.
• Annandale Farmer’s Market, City Hall, 8 

a.m.-12 p.m.
• Maple Lake All-City Garage Sales, 10:30 

a.m.-3:30 p.m.• Maple Lake Lakers vs Rockford, 7 p.m.

• Legion Riders Club at The Legion, 7 p.m.
• Monticello Farmer’s Market, Library 

Parking Lot, 3:30- 7 p.m. 

• Chatham Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• American Legion Meeting, 7:30 p.m. at 

the Legion Club

Full Moon
• Albertville Friendly City Days, June 

11-15
• All-City Garage Sales, Albertville, June 

11-14, 8-5 p.m
• Hasty-Silver Creek Sportsmen’s Club 

Meeting, 7 p.m

• Annandale City Council Meeting, City 
Hall, 7 p.m.

• Maple Lake School Board Meeting 7p.m 

• Fly-In Breakfast & Car Show, Buffalo 
Municipal Airport, 7:30 a.m.- 12:00 
p.m.

• M.L. Lakers vs Dassel-Cokato, 1 p.m. 
Sunrise- 5:29 a.m.
Sunset- 9:00 p.m.

• Flag Day
• Kids Fishing Klinic , Sturges Park, 9-12:30
• Maple Lake Lakers vs. Monticello, 5 p.m. 

Knocking Out Cancer Event
• Annandale Farmer’s Market, City Hall, 8 

a.m.-12 p.m. 
• Buffalo Farmer’s Market, 8 a.m.-12 p.m 

Monticello “Walk & Roll” on Walnut, 
9-12 p.m.

• Buffalo Days Carnival, Sturges Park
• Buffalo Days Fireworks, Sturges Park, 

10 p.m.
• Cruise-In Night, Downtown Annandale, 

5-7 p.m.
• Maple Lake Lakers vs Loretto, 7 p.m.  

• Sons of the American Legion, 8 p.m. at 
the Legion Club

• Maple Lake Lions, 7 p.m. at The V by HH
• Monticello Farmer’s Market, Library 

Parking Lot, 3:30- 7 p.m.
• Buffalo Days Carnival, Sturges Park

• M.L. City Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m
• Corinna Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Maple Lake Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Albion Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Silver Creek Township Meeting, 7 p.m.

• Maple Lake Lakers vs Northwest Orioles, 
7 p.m.

• Annandale School Board Meeting, AES 
Media Center, 7 p.m

Father’s Day 
Sunrise- 5:28 a.m.
Sunset- 9:04 p.m

• Adventure Day Here, Bertram Chain of 
Lakes, 10-2 p.m.

• Annandale Farmer’s Market, City Hall, 8 
a.m.-12 p.m.

• Buffalo Farmer’s Market 8 a.m.-12 p.m
• Winstock  Music Festival, June 20-21

• First Day of Summer
• Winstock  Music Festival, June 20-21
• Summer Solstice Hike, Robert Ney 

Nature Center, 8-9 p.m.
• Maple Lake Lakers vs. Sartel Muskies, 7 

p.m. Youth Night 

Juneteenth
• Wright Saddle Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m.
• Monticello Farmer’s Market, Library 

Parking Lot, 3:30- 7 p.m.
• Buffalo Rodeo, June 19-21

• Makers & Growers Market, Maple Lake, 
10-2 p.m. Sunrise- 5:29 a.m.

Sunset- 9:06 p.m

• Annandale Ambassador Car Wash, 
10:30-1 p.m.

• Annandale Farmer’s Market, City Hall, 8 
a.m.-12 p.m.

• Buffalo Farmer’s Market, Downtown 
Buffalo, 8 a.m.-12 p.m 

• Chaos in Demo Derby, Club Grounds in 
Clearwater, June 27-28

• Knights of Columbus Meeting, St. Timo-
thy Church, 7 p.m. 

• Monticello Farmer’s Market, Library 
Parking Lot, 3:30- 7 p.m.

• Maple Lake Lakers vs. Hamel, 1 p.m.
• Country Church Service, MN Pioneer 

Park, 10 a.m.  
Sunrise- 5:31 a.m.
Sunset- 9:06 p.m

★ Calendar Sponsors – Submit next months events before the deadline noted above - Email to ads@maplelakemessenger.com
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