
By Brenda Erdahl
You might think October is the busy 

time of year for the Costume Shoppe 
and you would be right, it is. But so is 
November, December and January. In 
fact, there’s never a dull moment at this 
unique store located on Division Street in 
Maple Lake.

Owned by former Ringling Brothers 
Barnum and Bailey Circus performer 
and professional clown, Tricia Manuel, 
it’s Halloween every day at the Costume 
Shoppe.

It’s a rare occasion when one or more 
of their thousands of costumes isn’t out 
on the streets making somebody’s party, 
fundraiser or event a little more colorful 
and fun. In Manuel’s 31 years doing busi-
ness, she’s found there’s always some 
occasion in need of a creative get-up, 
and people come from all over Central 
Minnesota for Manuel’s costumes spe-
cifi cally. That’s because the Maple Lake 
Costume Shoppe offers better value than 
other costume shops, is “second to none” 
when it comes to customer service, is laid 
out in a unique way that allows people 
to browse, has generous rental times and 
provides costumes that are always clean 
and disinfected, Manuel said.

Accessibility and variety
The Maple Lake Costume Shoppe is 

open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. fi ve days a week, all 
year round which means customers don’t 
have to worry about making an appoint-
ment, they can just stop in and browse 
anytime they are in the neighborhood.

In October, for the Halloween sea-

son, The Costume Shoppe offers extend-
ed hours. But Manuel doesn’t just carry 
Halloween costumes. She has costumes 
for all the holidays from Christmas and 
Easter to St. Patrick’s Day and October 
Fest.

She owns 20 Easter Bunny costumes 
alone and they are all in high demand 
come Easter time. Most of them go to 
organizations like local Lions clubs, 
Commercial clubs and churches for their 
celebrations. It’s the same around Christ-
mas for Santa Claus, Mrs. Claus and 
his elves. She also has just about every 
Christmas mascot you can think of, from 
Frosty the Snowman to Rudolph the Red 
Nose Reindeer and Frozen’s Olaf. She 
even has a Christmas tree with working 
lights.

Need a President Roosevelt costume 
for a history assignment? No problem, 
they have costumes from all eras - 1880 
to 1980 and more - plus Renaissance 
garb, all the Disney princesses and 
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The Costume Shoppe has a look for every occasion

The Costume Shoppe staff  go above and beyond to make your experience enjoyable 
and memorable. Pictured above is Julia Swanson, left, with her mom and owner Tricia 
Manuel, right. The Costume Shoppe, located on Division Street in Maple Lake is open 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. fi ve days a week, all year round. Not pictured, Mary Christian is the 
third member of their valuable staff .



their cohorts plus some favorite 
throwbacks like Rainbow Bright, 
Strawberry Shortcake and all the 
characters from The Beverly Hill-
billies and Gilligan’s Island T.V. 
sitcoms.

The Costume Shoppe special-
izes in couple’s costumes. You and 
your partner will fi nd everything 
from matching garden gnome get-
ups to Little Red Riding Hood and 
the Big Bad Wolf.

Have a child dressing up as a 
dinosaur for Halloween? Manuel 
can set parents up in Jurassic park 
ranger outfi ts so the whole family 
can get in on the fun.

“We have something here for 
everyone,” Manuel said. “A man 
called one time and asked if I had 
any chicken costumes. I said, ‘yes, 
I do. I have a white one, a brown 
one and a cracked egg. Then I 
said, ‘you lost a bet didn’t you,’ 
and he said ‘yeah, I did.’”

If they don’t have something 
specific, show them a picture 
of what you are looking for and 
odds are they’ll be able to piece 
something together you’re going 
to love.

Second to none service
At The Costume Shoppe, they 

care about fi nding you a costume 
that fi ts you well physically and 
fi ts your event, Manuel said. If 
you are not quite sure what to 
wear to a specifi c party, they can 
help with that too.

“If there is anything we have 
an abundance of, it’s ideas,” said 
Manuel’s daughter Julia Swanson 
who works in the shop alongside 
her mom. They particularly love 
murder mystery dinner parties 
and are all too happy to help you 

develop your character. If you are 
struggling with a theme for your 
party, they can help with that too.

Don’t be afraid to ask for some-
thing specifi c, Manuel said. Odds 
are they have it and know exactly 
where it is among the thousands of 
options. If they don’t have it, you 
probably shouldn’t be wearing it.

“We like to say everyone from 
grandmas to little kids can come in 
here and not be scared. We do not 
rent scary clown costumes, and we 
have no scary masks here,” Man-
uel said.

Quality and cleanliness
The Costume Shoppe’s inven-

tory consists of a combination 
of items made in-house by staff, 
items staff have found that meet 
their quality standards and pur-
chased, repurposed items, items 
acquired from other costume 

shops and even some donated 
items. It’s those donated items 
that allow the costume shoppe to 
be affordable when schools need 
to rent a lot of costumes for a play.

“We can be very affordable to 
schools because of those dona-
tions so every student gets a great 
costume. Every student deserves a 
great costume, not just the lead,” 
Manuel said.

The Costume Shoppe staff also 
put a lot of effort into keeping 
their costumes in good repair and 
clean.

“Everything is washed and 
disinfected because we wouldn’t 
want to wear dirty stuff either,” 
Manuel said.

Generous rental times
At the Costume Shoppe, staff 

realize your time is valuable which 

is why when you rent a costume 
for a weekend party, you can pick 
it up on Thursday and you have 
until Monday to return it.

“We want to make it easy for 
people, especially if they are driv-
ing an hour to get here. We don’t 
want them to have to run into the 
store the day of their party espe-
cially if they are hosting, they 
have enough to do,” Manuel said.

When to make an appoint-
ment

There is something for every-
one at the costume shoppe, but 
if you are looking for something 
specifi c it might be a good idea to 
call early and get it reserved.

“We have people who rent their 
costumes in August for Halloween 
because the year before when they 
came in it was already rented,” 

Manuel said.

The Costume Shoppe asks for 
payment up front, but once that’s 
done it won’t be rented to anybody 
else the day of your event.  

Appointments are a good idea 
if you are looking for a very 
specifi c costume, Manuel said. 
Making an appointment will give 
staff the opportunity to take your 
measurements and help you fi nd 
exactly what you are looking for. 
Appointments are required for 
makeup applications.

Swanson is a talented makeup 
artist and can bring your vision 
to life. She too was a Ringling 
Brothers Barnum and Bailey Cir-
cus clown and has taught classes 
on face painting. She’s effi cient at 
special effects make-up and face 
paint. If you know exactly what 
you are looking for, it’s best to 
bring in a picture and she can rep-
licate it.

From 50 to 1,000 costumes
Manuel had no idea how big 

her costume shoppe would grow 
when she opened it 31 years ago 
in a back room of her parent’s 
department store in downtown 
Maple Lake. What started with 50 
costumes soon grew to more than 
one room could handle. When 
her dad retired, she took over the 
entire store and then that became 
too small. Her current location on 
Division Street provides just the 
right amount of space and she says 
she has no plans to outgrow it.

Today her inventory numbers 
in the thousands.

For more information on The 
Costume Shoppe, visit thecos-
tumeshop.us or call 320-963-
6277.
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The Costume Shoppe has thousands of costumes in stock for people to browse through.

Julie Swanson is the Costume Shoppe’s 
talented makeup artist, and she can bring 
your vision to life. Schedule an appoint-
ment before your next costume party. 

The Costume Shoppe in Maple Lake pro-
vides costumes for area theatre groups and 
school drama programs. Above is the Queen 
of Hearts costume from Alice in Wonderland. 

The Costume Shoppe specializes in couples’ 
costumes. Looking for something specifi c? Be 
sure to ask the knowledgeable staff . 

COSTUME SHOPPE
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Contributed report
Driving a car or truck is part 

of daily life for most people. 
Commutes to work or school, 
leisure trips or time spent behind 
the wheel as part of a profession 
compel people to drive each and 
every day. Although most trips to 
the offi ce or the store are unevent-
ful, the risk that something may go 
awry is present any time a person 
gets behind the wheel, and drivers 
need to plan accordingly.

The National Center for Statis-
tics and Analysis says there were 
approximately 16,200 automotive 
accidents per day in the United 
States in 2022, the most recent 
year for data. This number has 
steadily risen over the last decade 
and may be attributable to a num-
ber of factors, including increased 
vehicle usage. Diamond and Dia-
mond Lawyers in Canada says 
approximately four Canadians 
die and 175 are injured in impair-
ment-related crashes every day. 
Though accidents occur every day, 
drivers can take steps to reduce 
their risk of being involved in one.

Stick to the speed limit
Speed limits are posted on 

roadways for a reason. Exceeding 
speed limits signifi cantly increases 
the risk of getting into an accident, 
and many accidents are directly 
related to speeding. Slowing down 
can make roadways safer.

Eliminate distractions
Smartphones, GPS devices, 

passengers, pets in the car, or any-
thing that causes a person to take 
his or her eyes off of the road, even 
for mere seconds, can increase the 
risk of being in an auto accident. 
Accident Care and Treatment 
Center, Inc. says distracted driving 
is the primary cause of car acci-
dents each year. Smartphones are 
a modern distraction, and keeping 
phones turned off and out of reach 
can keep drivers safer.

Change your perception
It is important to think of a car 

or truck as what it truly is: 3,000 
pounds or more of fast-mov-
ing metal that can cause a lot of 
damage. Those who do not drive 
responsibly, or feel they are invin-
cible behind the wheel, could 
be on a crash course for an auto 
accident. Treating a vehicle with 
respect is a must.

Leave a space cushion
Tailgating and aggressive driv-

ing maneuvers that do not leave an 

adequate distance between vehi-
cles can compound the problem 
of accidents. Travelers insurance 
company urges drivers to stay 
at least three seconds behind the 
vehicle ahead of them, and longer 
for those driving heavier vehicles. 
The timing also should be extend-
ed when weather conditions are 
bad. A signifi cant cushion enables 
drivers to stop safely or maneuver 
around to avoid an accident.

Improve visibility
A cracked or dirty windshield 

or dim headlights can diminish 
visibility. Being able to see and be 
seen when on the road is a major 
contributor to accident risk reduc-
tion.

Brush up on skills
Newly minted licensed driv-

ers and older drivers may need 
a driving skills refresher course. 
Oftentimes learning how to avoid 
accidents comes down to experi-
ence and defensive driving tech-
niques. Those who feel they may 
need a little extra practice can 
enroll in a course. An additional 
upside is that such a course also 
can help reduce insurance premi-
ums.

Know your limitations
Geico notes the risk of a fatal 

crash is three times higher at night 
than in the day for every mile driv-
en. Although it may not be possi-
ble to avoid nighttime driving 
entirely, limiting it, particularly 
for those who have challenges see-
ing at night or in dim conditions, 
can help reduce accident risk. The 
same can be said for staying off of 
roads in inclement weather.

Don’t drive impaired
Driving while under the infl u-

ence of drugs (both illegal and 
prescription), alcohol and/or other 
substances greatly increases acci-
dent risk.

How to reduce your risk of being in an 

Auto Accident

Though accidents occur every day, drivers can take steps to reduce their risk of being involved in one.
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Teacher of the Month

320.274.8283
mcpcollisioncenter.com 

980 Hwy 55 Annandale MN
Visit us on Facebook!

Services
Light and Heavy Collision Repair:
Equipped to handle any size collision 
repair.

Glass Coverage: MCP can fi x or replace 
your vehicle’s auto glass.

Painting Specialists:  Highly skilled 
paint services, MCP offers expert com-
puterized paint matching and keeps an 
inventory of its own color samples from 
previous repairs. MCP uses a water-borne 
base coat system, which provides better 
color matching and a perfect blend. 

Dent Repair:  For smaller jobs like minor 
dents and hail damage, MCP offers paint-
less dent repair.

Insurance Claims: MCP works with all 
insurance companies to handle your 
claim in an timely effi cient manner.

Warranty: MCP offers on-time delivery 
and a lifetime warranty.

Car Detailing: A car detail comes with 
any repair from MCP Paint specialists.

Repaired to Pre-Accident Condition or better!
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LUBE & CAR CARE CENTER

320.963.3715
www.mlwine-spirits.com

Ask about our
Wine Club!

Next to Cenex
901 State Hwy. 55 East • Maple Lake

Schedule your appointments 24/7/365

Annandale • 440 Elm St. E
320-274-3744

Cokato • 110 Olsen Blvd.
320-286-2123allinamedicalclinic.com

• Family Medicine
• OB/GYN
• Occupational 

Medicine
• Mental Health 

Services

PROVIDING INSURANCE FOR:
Home • Auto • Health • Life • Farm • Business • Long Term Care

Annandale • Maple Lake • Clearwater
Paul Manuel, Agency Manager • 320.963.3163
www.lakecentralbank.com • agency@lakecentralbank.com

at Lake Central 

PROVIDING INSURANCE FOR:
Home • Auto • Health • Life • Farm • Business • Long Term Care

Annandale • Maple Lake • Clearwater
Paul Manuel, Agency Manager • 320.963.3163
www.lakecentralbank.com • agency@lakecentralbank.com

at Lake Central 

www.lakecentral.bank • agency@lakecentral.bank

500 County Road 37 East • Maple Lake
320.963.2400 • www.mpnexlevel.com

For employment opportunities, visit us at
mpnexlevel.com, or stop in at 500 County

Road 37 East, Maple Lake.

Visit your
Maple 

Lake Library
Monday, Wednesday, Friday: Noon to 6 p.m.

Saturday: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Downtown Maple Lake

320.963.2009

Monday & Friday: 12-6 • Wednesday: 12-8
Saturday: 10-1

Downtown Maple Lake
320.963.2009

3-6

Lifelong learning

Community Ed 
320.963.5991

Early Childhood Ed
320.963.7453

Kidville 
320.963.6415

Early Ed - 0-5 AGE DATA CENSUS

Kidville - SCHOOL AGE CARE

Wee Irish Preschool
Community Use of Facility 
Community Education
Early Childhood Family Ed - ECFE

Maple Lake Public Schools
Independent School District 0881

Give some  Buzz 
to your Business!

320-963-3813
Nick @MapleLakeMessenger.com

Community Calendar

Join the

Chamber of Commerce
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LOCAL
“You” Helping

Yourself

Call Us Today for a Free Estimate! 320-274-8913
HowardsPlumbingInc.com • 715 Norway Drive E. Annandale, MN

Expert Plumbing, Heating and Air  Conditioning Team  since 1961

usinessuzzB

Hedlund Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

All your plumbing needs!
We also do septic tank pumping.

Darrell Hedlund
320-286-2368

MPCA
L818

Master Lic#
058290PM
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• Annandale Conservation Club- 7:30 pm
• So. Haven Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
• Silver Creek Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Corinna Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• First Day of Class- Annandale Schools
• Potluck Dinner Pioneer Park, 6:00 p.m
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• First Day of Class- Maple Lake Schools
• Maple Lake Chamber Meeting, 12 p.m. 

• Labor Day
• MN Renaissance Festival 9-7

• MN Renaissance Festival 9-7
• Classics By the Lake Car Show, 10-2 p.m.
• Annandale Farmer’s Market, City Hall 

Square, 8 a.m.-12 p.m.
• Buffalo Farmer’s Market, 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

•Legion Riders  at The Legion Club, 7 p.m.
• Monticello Farmer’s Market, 3:30-6:30 

• Chatham Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• American Legion Meeting, 7:30 p.m. at 

the Legion Club

 • Hasty-Silver Creek Sportsmen’s Club 
Meeting, 7 p.m

• Annandale Chamber Meeting, TBD, 
11:30 a.m.

• Maple Lake Homecoming Week
• Annandale City Council Meeting, City 

Hall, 7 p.m.
• Maple Lake School Board Meeting 7p.m
• MN Vikings @ Chicago Bears, 7:15 p.m.

• Grandparent’s Day
• MN Renaissance Festival 9-7 p.m--
• Full Corn Moon Sunrise- 6:45 a.m.
Sunset- 7:42 p.m

• MN Renaissance Festival 9-7
Grouse Season Opens
Deer (Archery) Season Begins
Annandale Farmer’s Market, City Hall 

Square, 8 a.m.-12 p.m.
Buffalo Farmer’s Market, across from 

Buffalo Cinema- 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

• Heart of the Lakes Cruise-In, Annandale
• Maple Lake Football vs. Long Prai-

rie-Grey Eagle (Homecoming), 7 p.m. 

• Patriot Day
• Sons of the American Legion, 8 p.m. at 

the Legion Club
• Maple Lake Lions, 7 p.m. at The V by HH
• Buffalo Strong Street Party of Hope, 

Downtown Buffalo, 4-9 p.m.
• Monticello Farmer’s Market, Library 

Parking Lot, 3:30-6:30 p.m.

 • Maple Lake City Council Meeting, 
7:00 p.m

• Corinna Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Maple Lake Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Albion Township Meeting, 7 p.m.
• Silver Creek Township Meeting, 7 p.m.

•  Annandale Homecoming Week
•  Annandale School Board Meeting, AES 

Media Center, 7 p.m.

• MN Renaissance Festival 9-7 p.m
• Makers & Growers Market, Downtown 

Maple Lake, 10:30 a.m.- 3:30 p.m.
•  Vikings vs. Atalanta Falcons, 7:20 p.m.
Sunrise- 6:54 a.m.
Sunset- 7:28 p.m

• MN Renaissance Festival 9-7
• Minnesota Pioneer Park, Fall Festival/

Pork Chop Feed, 10-2 p.m.
• Annandale Farmer’s Market, City Hall 

Square, 8 a.m.-12 p.m.
• Buffalo Farmer’s Market, across from 

Buffalo Cinema- 8 a.m.-12 p.m.
• St. Timothy’s Fall Festival 

•  Annandale Football vs. Watertown-May-
er, (Homecoming) 7 p.m.

• Maple Lake Football vs. Benson, 7 p.m. 

• Monticello Farmer’s Market,  3:30-6:30 
• Wright Saddle Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m.
• M.L. Legion Auxiliary Meeting, 7 p.m. 

•  Wright County Snowmobile Association 
Meeting - American Legion, 7:30 p.m• First Day of Fall 

• MN Renaissance Festival 9-7 p.m
• MN Vikings vs.  Bengals, 12 p.m. 
Sunrise- 7:02 a.m.
Sunset- 7:15 p.m

• MN Renaissance Festival 9-7
• Fall Wild Turkey Season Begins
• Annandale Farmer’s Market, City Hall 

Square, 8 a.m.-12 p.m.
• Buffalo Farmer’s Market, across from
• Buffalo Cinema- 8 a.m.-12 p.m. 

• Festival Friday, Mn Renaissance Festival 
9 a.m.- 7 p.m., Shakopee

• Annandale Cardinals Football @ Glen-
coe-Silver Lake 

• Monticello Farmer’s Market, Library 
Parking Lot, 3:30-7 p.m.

• Knights of Columbus Meeting, St. Timo-
thy Church, 7 p.m.  

• St. Timothy’s Fall Festival
• MN Renaissance Festival 9 a.m.- 7 p.m., 

Shakopee
• Vikings vs Steelers, Dublin, 12:30 p.m.
Sunrise- 7:11 a.m.
Sunset- 7:01 p.m

★ Calendar Sponsors – Submit next months events before the deadline noted above - Email to ads@maplelakemessenger.com
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