
By Paige Turner

After years of dealing with unpredictable 
Minnesota weather, attempted sabotage and 
lawsuits over frozen fi ngers the Maple Lake 
Ice Fishing Derby Committee is considering 
going virtual. 

The committee’s new president Freda Fish 
petitioned for the change at last month’s 
meeting and the idea will be put to a vote 
tonight. If approved, it would mean radical 
changes for the beloved Maple Lake event. 

“Three out of the last four years we’ve 
had to cancel or make last minute changes 
that affected participation and enjoyment 
because the ice wasn’t thick enough. And 
when it was held as intended, it attracted 
nuts like those nudists who tried to sue us 
over their frostbitten bits,” Fish said. “Just 
imagine the headaches we could save our-
selves if everybody just stayed home and 
fi shed from their living room couch.” 

Local gaming developers from Better 
Than the Real Deal LLC were in attendance 
to give a presentation on the proposed soft-
ware. If a virtual event were approved, the 
company would be hired to design the game 
to make it as real to the actual Maple Lake 
event as possible. 

“We will develop a game so realistic, so 
immersive that when you put on that head-
set, you’ll be transported onto frozen Maple 
Lake,” Better Than the Real Deal President 
Ben Makinitup said. 

Makinitup described how he and his crew 
are in the process of developing a new AI 
driven touch sensitive technology in their 
underground lab south of town near Howard 
Lake they call “Feelin Fine”. It is slated to 
be “mostly” fi nished by next winter and if 

the fi shing derby were to volunteer as a test 
subject, the committee could be looking at a 
40% discount on the software. 

Makinitup explained how their virtual 
system creates its immersive world with 
high-defi nition graphics and miniature 
motors that simulate pressure and move-

ment.

“If you want it really real, we can simulate 
say, getting a hook stuck in your fi nger, if 
you’re into that kind of thing,” he said. 

They are also working on a technology 
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By Paige Turner 

C ontestants in this year’s Ice Fishing 
Derby should be aware of some 
changes taking effect this year, 

specifi cally as it applies to safety. 

The DNR is requiring anglers to obtain 
certifi cation before handling fi sh of cer-
tain sizes and species due to the danger 
of being bitten or pierced by a fi n. The 
DNR (Department of Nonsense and 
Redundancies) is offering online classes 
now through the end of the ice fi shing 
season and proof of certifi cation must be 
presented at check in on derby day.  DNR 
offi cials said the action is necessary after 
last year’s tragedy involving State Repre-
sentative Howie Fellapart who lost the tip 
of his pinky fi nger to an overly aggressive 
pike at the popular Maple Lake event.

The new rule inspired the Derby board 
to take a closer look at its own safety poli-
cy and that’s when members realized they 
didn’t have one. Considering they’ve been 
sued like fi ve times for negligence they 
decided it was pretty stupid planning on 
their part and immediately set out to recti-
fy the matter by establishing a number of 
safety guidelines. 

The board assigned a committee the task 
of coming up with a list of regulations that 
will make the annual fi shing derby safer 
and subsequently more fun because “being 
safe is having fun,” which coincidentally 
is the derby’s new motto. 

The safety committee presented fi ve 
rules that the board adopted at its January 
meeting and will go into effect this Feb. 
7th. 

New Derby Rules are as follows: 

1 Everyone participating in the Derby, 
whether a contestant or observer, 

must wear a derby-approved life preserver 
when out on the ice. That includes inside 
fi sh houses and under the big white tent 
(yes, even at the after party though it’s 
going cramp this reporter’s style). The 
Rubber Ducky Ring © life preserver 
received unanimous committee approval 

because it’s quote, “perky expression and 
vibrant demeanor is like a ray of sunshine 
on a cold winter’s day.” For the sunniest 
effect, the Rubber Ducky Ring should be 
yellow, the offi cial rule states, but other 
colors are permissible as long as it is not 
green, black, brown, blue, purple, red or 
mauve. 

2 All those who plan to fi sh with a 
child or pet under the age of 10 

must baby proof their fi shing holes. The 
committee has contracted with the locally 
owned Grate Ideas Inc. who have come up 
with an ingenious product that is POKE 
(Protect our Kids Establishment) certifi ed 
and will be sold onsite at the derby. The 
product is called The Whole Protector and 
provides ample safety while allowing a 
line to be dropped through the bars of the 
grate into the water. To remove the grate 
to retrieve a fi sh simply pry the fi ve safety 
stakes out of the ice and slide the grate 
to the side. Sliding is the recommended 
method of removal as the grate is very, 
very heavy. 

3.After a 2024 lawsuit that last year 
prompted the board to post signs 

reminding folks that ice is indeed slip-
pery, the committee came up with a rule 
to require all who walk on the ice to wear 
cleats, that includes pets. The derby lost 
a lawsuit two years ago to Upton Ogood 
who claimed the board neglected its duties 
by not warning him just how slippery a 
frozen lake can be. Ogood won a $50,000 

settlement to cover the medical expenses 
associated with the broken tail his cat 
Mr. Fluffy McFluffbutt suffered when he 
slipped and did an impressive 360, mid-air 
fl ip outside Ogood’s fi sh house during the 
derby. The frantic cat retreated inside the 
fi sh shanty after the accident and prompt-
ly fell into the uncovered ice hole which 
prompted rule No. 2. 

4.In the last fi ve years the board has 
been sued three times for loss of 

appendages due to frostbite costing the 
committee thousands of dollars. Since 
90% of the derby’s income is donated they 
were understandably concerned, which 
inspired rule No. 4. The rule states that 
99.9% of Derby contestants’ skin must be 
covered by three to four layers of insu-
lated material if the temperature is below 
20 degrees Fahrenheit and if you plan on 
being outside your fi sh house for more 
than 15 minutes. This will be monitored 
closely, Committee Chair Dick Tator said, 
so please consider the distance you need 
to travel from your ice shanty to the judg-
es table in relation to the outside tempera-
ture and plan to wear adequate clothing. 
According to Dr. Noah Lott, the threshold 
for frostbite is statistically increased if 
your skin is exposed to air colder than 20 
degrees while traveling at or above 20 
mph so if you plan on driving a snowmo-

Everyone must wear these Derby-approved life preservers on the ice at this 
year’s derby.  Photos by Cam Raman
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Mr. Fluffy McFluffbutt models his new 
cleats. All pets and people will be 
required to wear cleats at the fi shing 
derby this year to avoid accidents. 
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bile or ATV that is unprotected from the 
elements you will need to double your pro-
tective layers by 100%, the rule states. 

5.An incident that required a police 
investigation last week inspired the 

fi nal rule. A combination of alcohol and 
CO2 poisoning caused hallucinations that 
made the local papers and refl ected poorly 
on the Derby’s image, Committee Vice 
Chair Sue Me said. Since they can’t do 
anything about anglers and their Coors, 
committee members decided to enact a rule 
to combat CO2 poisoning. The rule states 
that your icehouse must be properly ven-
tilated with a 6x6 foot air vent that opens 
directly to the outdoors. If your heat source 
cannot keep your house warmer than 10 
degrees, the frost-bite prevention measures 
stated above must be adhered to. 

The derby board said the new safety 
policy is a work in progress and new rules 
may be added as situations arise. The key 
objective is to keep contestants and all who 
enjoy the Derby safe, Chair Dick Tator 
said. 

“With the commonsense commodity 
being as scarce as it is we must ready 
ourselves to be in a position to tell people 
what to do, even at the smallest most insig-
nifi cant level to protect not only them, but 
ourselves,” Chair Dick Tator said. 

The new rules will be posted at the 55 
landing prior to Saturday’s festivities.  The Maple Lake Ice Fishing Derby committee has already posted its new rules at the HWY 55 landing. 
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Interspecies
 Translator

Boy Scout Miles A. Head created 
this illustration to demonstrate 
how his new phone app records 
and translates fi sh conversations 
underwater.

By Paige Turner 

The Maple Lake Ice Fishing Derby 
Committee is struggling with an 
ethical question prompted by a 

local boy scout’s invention that uses AI to 
communicate with fi sh. 

At the committee’s Tuesday, Jan. 3 
meeting, Miles A. Head of Troop 411 
presented a phone app he has developed 
that uses deep-learning models to deliver 
near-human translations in real time. 

In English that means we’ll be able to 
hear and understand what fi sh are say-
ing. 

Head claims the app is simple to use 
and requires minimal equipment, only a 
phone and a small microphone that drops 
down into the ice fi shing hole. 

“This new technology will help anglers 
to better understand their prey and ulti-
mately be more successful when it comes 
to reeling in those big fi sh,” he said.

Head developed the technology as his 
Eagle Scout service project with hopes 
the fi shing committee would agree to use 
it in the upcoming derby. 

“I’ve used it a number of times with 
positive results. Now it’s time to see how 
it holds up in a large, competitive setting 
like the derby,” he said. 

At fi rst committee members were 
skeptical and wanted proof that the 
technology worked. Always prepared, 
the boy scout pulled out his phone and 
played a recording he made on Maple 
Lake the night before. All were amazed 
when a masculine voice with a slight 
British accent came through the phone’s 
tiny speakers: “Suppertime gents, what 
are you in the mood for,” it said. Another 
voice, slightly softer and with a cockney 
lilt responded, “ow about something red, 
red and stinky, eh? That will fi ll me belly 
up right,” to which a chorus of agree-
ments followed in a variety of accents 
and languages. Head later explained all 
the different languages and accents was 
AI working to distinguish between multi-
ple speakers. 

“Based on this conversation I used a 
Scarlet CrankMaster 2,000 and caught 
my limit in just 10 minutes,” Head said 
pulling a bucket of frozen fi sh from 
underneath the podium where he stood. 
After several minutes of oohing and 

awing over the impressive catch, commit-
tee members were thoroughly convinced 
and the meeting turned serious. 

“This technology brings with it some 
serious ethical questions and I’m afraid I 
just can’t condone using it in our derby,” 
stated Committee Vice Chair Debbie 
Downer. 

Her comment received some mumbles of 
agreement from committee members who 
assumed she meant because it would give 
an unfair advantage to certain people, but it 
turns out that’s not what she meant at all. 

“I mean, we’re talking about interspecies 
eves dropping,” she clarifi ed. 

It was obvious her fellow board members 

thought she was joking, but as Downer’s 
expression fell so did their laughter. 

“You’re seriously talking invasion of 
fi sh privacy,” marveled Arti Kidme who 
everyone knows is a terrible fi sherman 
and was practically bouncing in his seat 
in anticipation of giving this new app a 
whirl. “That’s plain crazy,” he argued, 
“and worst of all, by denying this young 
man’s request we’ll be putting at risk his 
aspirations for Eagle Scout. If he doesn’t 
make Eagle how will he get into the 
college of his choice, and then the job of 
his dreams, marriage to an upstanding 
woman and the average ideal family size 
of 2.7 children! Why, we might as well 
take away his entire future!”

The air was thick with tension while 
Downer and the others grappled with the 
ethical dilemma they were in. 

Chairman Holden D’Gavel acknowl-
edged Head’s accomplishment was 
“brilliant” and far ahead of any known 
technology on the market.  When asked 
where he learned the skills do this, Head 
replied cooly, “high school physics.” 
Here the debate veered off track as the 
committee marveled over the prowess of 
our local public schools for several min-
utes. 

“Head has obviously shown a lot of 
initiative not to mention smarts, all the 
qualities of an Eagle Scout. He’s a real 
credit to our community and a shining 
example of our public school system,” 
D’Gavel said. 

Ophelia Pane suggested they use the 
technology, but with some rules. After 
several hours of bickering, I mean debate, 
during which the “ethical” question of 
“interspecies evesdropping” resurfaced 
(seriously, it did), the committee agreed 
to have their lawyer draw up a contract 
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Fish were leaping right out of the water to talk with Boy Scout Miles A. 
Head of Troop 411 the fi rst time he used his fi sh translator. His friend Ima 
Believer caught this amazing encounter on camera. 
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that every angler will be required to sign 
before downloading the app. 

Downer insisted anglers must agree to 
use the information gained from listening 
in on the conversations of a fi sh or school 
of fi sh for research purposes only and in 
no way use it to cause harm to the afore-
mentioned fi sh or school of fi sh. 

Kidme vehemently objected, stating 
that was the entire point of the app, to 
cause harm to fi sh! Namely to catch them 
and fry them up for dinner! 

The two squared off for several minutes 
and accusations fl ew regarding Downer 

being a “party pooper” and Kidme’s 
legendary inability to catch fi sh. Finally, 
they agreed on editing the stipulation to 
state if anglers must do harm, it had to be 
fast and painless; a quick smash against 
the ice for instance, none of this letting 
the fi sh suffocate or freeze to death in a 
snowbank. 

The suggestion to catch and release 
came up but was quickly rejected by all 
parties. 

After several more hours a rough draft 
was drawn up and approved unanimous-
ly. The board expected to have a fi nal 

draft of the rules reviewed by their attor-
ney and posted on their website by the end 
of the week. 

Once anglers have signed the agree-
ment they will be directed to the Boy 
Scout Troop 411 website where they can 
purchase the microphone. The app will 
be available to download for free and is 
compatible with both iPhone and Android. 
Proceeds from the microphone sale will 
go to product development and the Boy 
Scout Troop’s summer trip to Antarctica. 

Head thanked the committee and 
reminded them that this new technology 

really is something to celebrate. 

“Not to toot my own horn too much, but 
with this app I’ve proven that the dream 
of universal communication is closer than 
ever with AI acting as our global and now 
interspecies interpreter.”

No one seemed to consider the threat 
this AI program could present to human-
ity but be assured if the robots try to take 
over the world, this reporter will be there 
to cover it. 



By Paige Turner 

Carbon monoxide and 
alcohol is thought to have 
played a role in a bizarre 

incident on Maple Lake early this 
afternoon involving several myth-
ical creatures, cartoon characters 
and what can only be described as 
the Loch Ness Monster, or in this 
case, the Maple Lake Monster.

Around 12:30 p.m. Saturday, 
offi cials began receiving reports 
of strange creatures lurking 
beneath the ice.

According to the sheriff’s 
report, the fi rst complaint 
involved 29-year-old Al Coholic 
who stated he saw a giant shad-
ow pass beneath his ice fi shing 
hole when reeling in a fi sh then 
a “snake-like” creature emerged 
from the water into his fi sh house 
and ate his the fi sh right out of his 
hands! Coholic claims the “snake-
like” creature was actually just 
the creature’s head suspended on 
a long neck that was attached to 
the giant shadow he saw pass by 

earlier.

This is a transcript of the actual 
conversation between the 911 
operator and Coholic:

Operator: “911, please state 
your emergency”

Coholic: Yes, umm, this is 
gonna sound crazy, but a giant 
Lake monster just robbed my fi sh 
house.”

Operator: ( pause) “I’m sorry, 
could you repeat that?”

Coholic: “I said a Lake mon-
ster just broke into my fi sh house 
and ate my fi sh, and I’m afraid 
it’s going to come back and eat 
me!”

Operator: (pause)“Sir, did you 
say a Lake monster broke into 
your fi sh house?”

Coholic: “Yes.”

Operator: “Is the Lake mon-
ster still in your fi sh house?”

Coholic: “no, no, it’s gone 
now.”

Operator: “sir, have you 
ingested any illegal substances 
today? Are you on any medica-
tions?

Coholic: “no, no, I mean I had 
a couple beers, but that’s it. I 
swear!”

Operator: “sir, do you have a 
history of mental illness.... (opera-
tor is cut off)

Coholic: “I’m not crazy! I real-
ly saw it and it’s gonna come back 
for me. All it got was a couple 
shiners and that can’t possibly fi ll 
that huge thing up!”

Operator: “sir, I want you to 
relax and step out of your fi sh 
house.”

Coholic: “What! No! If I leave 
now that yahoo Bob LaBla is 
gonna catch my fi sh! I’m pre-fi sh-
ing for next Saturday’s Derby. He 
beats me every year! But not this 
year! No way! (hangs up)

Operator: “sir? Sir? I lost 
him.”
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Al Coholic’s description of the lake creature that stole his walleye 
while fi shing on Maple Lake last week was recreated by a police 
sketch artist last week. Images courtesy of Drew Itmaself
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Ten minutes after that disturbing 
phone call another came in from 
a woman claiming dozens of tiny 
blue men were squeezing through 
the cracks in her fi sh house and 
playing with her fi shing lines, 
swinging from them and such. In 
the offi cial police report she called 
them “annoyingly cheerful” and 
“humming a song that is going to 
be stuck in my head for weeks - fa, 
la, la la, la, la.”

Further complaints involved a 
green ogre with a Scottish accent, 
a merman holding a trident, two 
unicorns and a singing Charlie the 

Tuna.

“At fi rst we thought it was a joke, 
a very bad and very illegal joke,” 
offi cer Pat Downe said. “But then 
we started getting so many calls 
they were tying up our phone lines, 
and we were worried they would 
start interfering with real emergen-
cies, so we thought we better send 
somebody out there.”

Downe himself took on the 
assignment. At fi rst, he saw nothing 
out of the ordinary. Then he started 
knocking on fi sh house doors and 
visiting with the occupants. He 

soon discovered all of them were 
showing symptoms of paranoia and 
hallucinations.

“They were all acting nuts,” he 
later told the Flake. “One guy said 
he looked out his window and saw 
Elvis dancing with his ex-wife out 
on the ice. And they were all say-
ing crazy things like that. Truth be 
told, I didn’t know what to think. 
Either they were having one heck 
of a party out there, or something 
was really wrong with these people. 
I didn’t suspect carbon monoxide 
poisoning until that pink elephant 
in a tutu handed me a beer. I 
jumped up so fast and was out of 
that fi sh house before you could say 
crazy.”

Upon further inspection, Downe 
discovered that snow, which had 
been falling steadily all morning, 
had plugged the chimneys of all the 
fi sh houses whose occupants had 
reported seeing things. Most had 
also consumed their fair share of 
alcohol, Downe added. Combined, 
the two ingredients were enough 
to create some extraordinary fan-
tasies.

Once the anglers were in the 
fresh air for a while, and they began 
to sober up, their hallucinations 
disappeared.

“I have to say, it was one of the 
strangest cases I’ve ever seen,” 

Downe admitted. “Stranger even 
than that string of crimes commit-
ted by a cow last year. It always 
gets weird around Derby time. I 
can’t wait to see what happens 
next.”

Police officer Pat Downe 
and sketch artist Drew Itma-
self were busy answering 
strange calls last week on  
Maple Lake . It was later 
determined  anglers were 
having carbon monoxide 
induced hallucinations.
 Image courtesy of Drew Itmaself
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270 State Hwy 55 NE  Buffalo  763-684-0600
www.neilsfloorcovering.com  neilsfloorcovering@gmail.com

Good
luck

anglers!

Call or stop by our show room off Hwy 55 in Buffalo to check out the wide 
selection of flooring, including several DIY friendly products. We have 
experienced installers and offer free estimates and financing.

Find your next floor at Neil’s

Maple Lake’s cure for the winter blues is back! A  free fun fi lled 
family event for all spectators and participates. Get out and enjoy all the 
Vintage snow machines in downtown Maple Lake or bring your own!    

 Sunday,
February 22ND, 2026

9 a.m. to 3 p.m. l Maple Lake, MN
B  A  N  K

HOME   l   AUTO   l   LIFE   l  HEALTH   l  BUSINESS

320-963-3163 
agency@lakecentral.bank

220 State Hwy 55 N., Suite #3, Maple Lake, MN

www.lakecentral.bank
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By Paige Turner 

For 51 years, the local Ice Fishing 
Derby has given away a posh Icey 
Kastle fi sh house to the winning 

angler. But in a surprise move, Tuesday, 
the derby board announced they will not be 
working with Icey Kastle this year because 
of an “unexpected fi nancial hardship.” 
Instead, they have purchased a fi sh house 
from an out-of-state company called Ice 
Hovel Fishhouses, Inc.

“It’s a great house, a throwback to a sim-
pler time. The kind of shanty our grand-
fathers grew up using,” President Terry 
(Bull) Lyer said.  “Sure, it could use a few 
updates, but that’s why we got such a good 
deal and board members Dusty Saaz and 
Duane Pipe have volunteered to spruce it 
up. What’s most important here is it’s in 
our budget.”

Flake reporters reached out to board trea-
surer Fonda Numbers to clarify what Pres-
ident Lyer meant by “fi nancial hardship” 
since just last month the board approved a 
budget that showed a healthy fund balance. 
After some gentle prodding Numbers, all 
too easily confi ded that board member 
Owen Big had lost a large sum of the der-
by’s money betting on a popular, Texas bar 
game called Chicken Sh* Bingo. 

“Apparently its huge in Texas; that’s 
where they vacationed last week,” Num-
bers said. “I don’t like to gossip, but his 
wife Bette (Reel-Big) told me Owen spent 
all their cash and maxed out their credit 
cards before they were halfway through 
their stay. She didn’t know how they were 
going to eat or afford gas money for the 
trip home. She said she tried to convince 
Owen to call her family for help, but he 
insisted they don’t take charity. Then he 
remembered he knew the derby’s checking 
account number. Then I guess Owen got 
this crazy idea to try and win back what he 
lost,” Numbers said. 

For those who have never heard of 
Chicken Sh* Bingo, according to Bizarreb-
et.com it’s a long-running tradition in 

Texas in which chickens are released on 
top of a numbered grid. If the bird drops 
a “gift” on the same number that’s on the 
player’s ticket, that player wins. 

According to Numbers, Owen put all his 
“borrowed” money on a hen named Lola 
who the bartender told him was a sure 
thing. When she failed to defecate on his 
number he was devastated.

Owen and Bette have since returned and 
are recovering from the experience at their 
Maple Lake home. Grateful to be back on 
snowy soil, Bette was willing to answer 
some questions from Flake reporters. 

“At fi rst it was a lot of fun,” Bette said. 
“It was so primal and crude, not like any 
game we ever played in Minnesota. But 
when that bartender told Owen to bet it all 

on Lola, well that just didn’t smell right to 
me, in fact the whole thing started to really 
stink.”

Treasurer Numbers confi ded that Owen 
had lost more than half of the derby’s 
money and an Ice Hovel was literally all 
they could afford. 

President Lyer tried to put a positive spin 
on the whole fi asco with an enthusiastic 
description of what everyone knows is a 
subpar grand prize. 

“It’s really not so bad,” he said at a press 
conference later that day. “We’ll pull it out 
of the lake, get it dried off and patched up 
and, well, it has some really nice features. 

Let me read you the product description, 
that does it more justice than I ever could,” 
he said. 

President Lyer then read the following: 
“This single frame, single story fi sh house 
has everything an angler could want. It 
comes equipped with a fully functioning 
door and a cute little window that frames 
the stunning winter landscape outside. The 
missing glass in the window makes the 
view even clearer. The rough, unwashed 
wood-plank fl oors will provide great trac-
tion and keep you from slipping. The fl oor 
is also conveniently riddled with holes 
allowing for fi shing versatility. If the fi sh 
aren’t biting in one hole, move to another 
and another and another. Anglers won’t 
have to worry about deadly CO2 gather-
ing in their fi sh house from their heating 
source either, as there is plenty of ventila-
tion.”

President Lyer added the Derby will 
donate a waterproof tarp to throw over the 
hole in the roof in case of freezing rain.

Meanwhile the derby board has decided 
not to press charges against Big. Their 
attorney Al Roulette stated, “we’ve all 
gotten ourselves into binds like this and 
I advised them it’s better to forgive and 
forget.” 

While it means a slightly lesser quality 
grand prize at this year’s event, the board 
is already brainstorming ideas to recoup 
the money. Feeling indebted to the organi-
zation - and rightly so - Big is looking into 
getting a charitable gambling license and 
starting his own version of Chicken Sh* 
Bingo, although he proposes using ferrets 
instead of chickens.

“It’s a great money maker; you should 
have seen the crowds. It won’t take us 
long at all to be back in the black and be 
assured, next year’s grand prize is going to 
be bigger and better than ever,” Big said. 

Ice Derby
Grand Prize 

Owen Big and his wife Bette Reel-Big lost a large sum of derby money betting 
on a Texas bar game, Chicken Sh* Bingo. The couple took this selfi e during their 
recent vacation.

A Historic Ice hovel
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We have LIVE BAIT! Shiners, 
Suckers, Crappie, Fatheads, 

Wax Worms and More!
Engel Bait Coolers
Fishing Electronics

Rod & Reel Combos
Ice Augers

Lacrosse Boots
Red Wing Boots

Lake Region Co-op
Serving our community for over 85 years

                                  HWY. 55  • MAPLE LAKE • 320-963-6074 • LAKEREGION.COM

OFF 5 
PER GALLON

¢
Lake Region Co-op

Expires 3.1.2026
Hwy. 55 • Maple Lake • 320-963-6074 • lakeregion.com

ee
OO

Cold Snap 
Bibs

ON SALE

Ice fi shing
Rod & Reel

Combo’s
                       & Up

¢
Lake Region Co-op

Expires 3.1.2026
Hwy. 55 • Maple Lake • 320-963-6074 • lakeregion.com

.99 
One Scoop of Minnows

Crappie Minnows or Fatheads 
Limit Two Scoops

HATS

GLOVES

FISH ELECTRONICS

BOOTS

OUTERWEAR
BAIT &TACKLEICE FISHING GEAR

PORTABLEICE SHACKS

$99

Tip Up’s $1399
& Up

                       $1299

Mr. Heater
15,000 BTU Propane Tank Top Heater
(Propane tank not included)

$3999

763-682-1591
BUFFALO

thomesinsurance.com
PROVIDING PEACE OF MIND

 FOR 91 YEARS!

KRWC
AM 1360

 “Broadcasting Live all day from the 51st Annual Ice Fishing Derby 

Join US!

Saturday, Feb. 7th
Cat  h our Live Show! c

Radio for Wright County

Buffalo
320-963-5663

GOOD  LUCK AT THE DERBY!

763-682-2033763-682-2033

Light ★ Medium ★ Heavy Duty Towing

24 HOUR SERVICE

If you need help, If you need help, 
     just give us a call!”     just give us a call!”

866-871-1040  // libertytax.com  // libertytax

901 3rd St S
Next to Cub Foods
Buff alo, MN 55313

(763) 682-5999

600 Babcock Blvd E
Across from Subway
Delano, MN 55328

(763) 972-2877

866-871-1040  // libertytax.com  // libertytax



just for the derby that incorporates tiny 
AC units and fans in the headset that sim-
ulate air movement allowing the player to 
literally feel the bite of cold air on their 
face. The great part about it is the cold air 
can be turned off at any time, so no more 
frozen nose hairs, Makinitup said. 

Included in the package are scented 
candles to put the fi nishing touches on the 
entire illusion. Scents include woodburn-
ing stove, dead fi sh and “cold” although 
Makinitup said they’re still trying to fi gure 
out exactly what “cold” smells like. 

“We’re told it defi nitely has a smell,” he 
said. 

Using hundreds of pictures of past 

events, Better Than the Real Deal LLC 
will create a virtual terrain that replicates 
the fi shing derby down to the last detail, 
going so far as to include the famous ice 
bar under the big white tent. They can 
even incorporate live music.

“We’ll still be able to have the party, 
but we won’t have to worry about anyone 
drinking too much and getting unruly, you 
know, because you can’t actually drink the 
alcohol, because it’s virtual,” Fish stated 
enthusiastically but unnecessarily. 

In addition to state-of-the-art graphics 
and sensations the game will incorporate 
real to life casting and reeling motions 
that are quote “so simple a toddler could 
do it.” 

“To drop the line into the hole the virtual 
fi sher person will press the A and B button 
on the left controller while simultaneously 
pushing back the joystick on the right con-
troller. The controller will vibrate when 

a fi sh is on the line. You set the hook by 
pressing the X button on the right control-
ler then while holding the left controller 
you pump your fi st up and down until the 
fi sh emerges from the hole. Easy, peasy 
lemon squeasy,” Makinitup said, wisely 
ignoring the committee members’ vacant 
expressions. 

There’d be no more trekking across the 
ice to the judges table either. Just hold 
both triggers for 5 seconds and Voilà, your 
catch is submitted. 

To make up for lost income an in-person 
event draws through food and drink sales 
on the ice, the committee would consider 
in-game purchases and advertising for 
local businesses. Players will have the 
option of uploading their credit card infor-
mation prior to the start of the contest to 
buy items like “luck.” Luck can be used 
to increase your chances of catching that 
really big fi sh. The more “luck” you buy, 
the better the odds of reeling in a winner.  

If you are the frugal type, you can go 
the old-fashioned route of earning skill 
by catching a set number of fi sh in specif-
ic species. This option is free, but takes 
much, much longer, game designer Willie 
Doit said. 

Using their credit card on fi le players 
can choose to upgrade their fi shing equip-
ment which also increases their chances of 
catching a keeper, ie. poles, tackle, etc. 

Local bars and restaurants will have 
the option of purchasing ads that will 
appear every 15 minutes throughout the 
three-hour contest offering food and drink 
which players will be able to order right 
through their headset and have delivered 
to their home. 

“Imagine all the excitement of ice fi sh-
ing minus the work of having to lug all 
your equipment miles across a frozen lake 
looking for that perfect spot only to fi nd 
out an hour later it wasn’t so perfect after 
all, and now you have to pack everything 
up and do it all over again,” Makinitup 
said. “With our virtual Maple Lake Ice 

Fishing Tournament game, you won’t 
have to worry about frostbitten toes or 
fi ngers, you won’t have to worry about 
falling through a patch of thin ice or yuck, 
touching a slimy fi sh!” 

Committee members Fran Tick and 
Norma Lee Shy were obviously wowed 
by the technology and would have voted 
yes then and there without even seeing 
the price tag– which is HUGE by the way, 
even with the discount. 

Peg Legge showed some concern about 
being a guinea pig to untested technology 

which could result in more of the law-
suits President Fish was trying to avoid 
but lured by the opulence of Makinitup’s 
description she was quickly cowed into 
submission. 

With his calculator in hand, Committee 
Treasurer Ty Coon declared that after 
the initial cost, the game could be a huge 
money maker for the event. 

“Theoretically, we could even make the 
grand prize virtual,” he said. “That would 
save us a ton of money.” 

Jerry Atrick expressed his reservations 
by ceremoniously taking the podium to 
describe in an overly long oration his 
experiences fi shing on Maple Lake as 
a kid and how young people spend too 
much time indoors in front of screens as it 
is, but since he’s old and more of a fi gure-
head who doesn’t even get a vote, every-
one ignored him. 

If approved for next year’s event, the 
committee would have a lot of details to 
work out. Namely how much equipment 
they would have to buy to provide each 
participant with the proper gear, how they 
would get the gear to each participant con-
sidering contestants come from all over 
the state and how much they would have 
to charge to make up the cost. It seemed 
a daunting task and may just be the blow 
of reality in an otherwise beautiful, virtual 
dream. 

(From page 1)

A player’s avatar can enjoy a drink at the virtual after party with other con-
testants at the big white tent and virtual ice bar!
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If a virtual reality ice fi shing contest 
were approved for 2027, Fishing 
Derby contestants would download 
this app to get in on the action. 

Next year’s Ice Fishing contestants 
will fi sh from the comfort of their 
couches if committee members 
approve a new virtual reality contest. 

412 - 7TH ST. N.E. • BUFFALO, MN 55313

763.682.3828

Down on your luck? 
Wright County Collision 
can fix your truck!

� Complete Body 
     & Paint Service

� Collision Repair 
     to Restorations

520 Division Street West • Maple Lake
Monday-Friday: 7AM-5PM 

 320-963-2060  ASE CERTIFIED AUTO REPAIR 

We will get your 
 ride running..

..no matter what it looks like!

“Theoretically, we could 
even make the grand prize 
virtual, that would save us 

a ton of money.”

 – Ty Coon
Committee Treasurer

Digital Ice Derby



Sober ride. It’s the weekend! Don’t 
drink and drive. Message me and 
I’ll come get you in a 1989 Ford F 
150 with a case of Coors in a cooler 
in the back, blasting Skynyrd on the 
speakers, and I’ll holler “Hell yeah, 
brother!!!” at everything you say. 
Price is negotiable, type of beer is 
not. Text Mad Dog at 456-908-3866.
________________________________________
Auto Repair Service. Car Fixers R 
Us: Free pick-up and delivery. Try 
us once; you’ll never go anywhere 
again. 1-800-911-truck.
________________________________________
Used cars: Why go elsewhere to be 
cheated. Come here fi rst. Wheely 
Great Cars, 1-800-411-DEAL.
_________________________________________
Shamed by you English? You can 
speak soon and write like a graduate 
college if me let you help for a day 
of 15 minutes. Call 1-800-550-8932 
ask for Reid N. Rite
____________________________________________ 
Open house: Body Shapers toning 
salon. Free coffee and donuts.

Wedding dress for sale. I am selling 
my wedding dress. This is a beautiful 
size 10 gown. It was never altered 
because I was a perfect size 10 
when I wore this gown 20 years ago. 
Now, I am a perfect size . . . oh, wait, 
moving on . . . back to the dress. I 
saved this dress because I thought 
my daughter would one day wear it. 
It turns out she is a perfect (and very 
short) size 2. No amount of altering 
will fi x this dress for her. 

If you are getting married and want 
a beautiful vintage gown, this is it. If 
you are not getting married, here is a 
list of things you can do in a wedding 

dress besides get married: Go bowl-
ing, Halloween costume, scare your 
boyfriend, wear to Rocky Horror Pic-
ture Show midnight showing, Wear 
to sign your divorce papers, tell your 
new ex you are in a hurry, wear it to 
chaperone your son’s prom, wear it 
on Santa’s lap, tell him you want a 
husband, keep it hanging in the back 
of your car and every time you get 
pulled over for speeding, cry and tell 
the offi cer you are late for your wed-
ding.
____________________________________________ 
Reptiles for sale. I am going through 
a diffi cult breakup and impulsively 
adopted 16 different types of reptiles 
over Craiglist. I have made a huge 
mistake. My roommates are furious. 
I have 1 ball python, 7 various geck-
os, a bearded dragon, and 2 red 
slider turtles. They are all named 
Amanda. No rehoming fee. Call to 
adopt all or as many as you like. 
761-456-9876.
______________________________________
Mattress. Meet me at Pizza Hut 
tomorrow at 4 p.m. if you want a 
king-sized mattress. We’ll go to my 
mom’s house and get it. It’s brand 
new, except for some cat hair. Bring 
a couple bucks for some Gatorades 
or Snapples or some Fritos. – Owen
______________________________________ 
Georgia peaches: California grown 
89 cents lb.
_________________________________________
Used toilet paper – for sale. I have 
a wide selection of brands and 
designs, call for details and prices. 
430-756-7897.

Free – 20 tins of Holiday popcorn 
(minus the caramel corn). Message 
Howie Ateitup

Dirty white dog. Looks like a rat. . 
.been out for a while. . .better be a 
reward.

 You were the tall brunette with 
the near perfect body that farted in 
the bread section last night at Cub 
Foods. I was the guy next to you 
that looked over and asked, “Was 
that you?” You quickly replied “No. 
. . Wasn’t me!” You almost seemed 
insulted I would ask. As the stink 
grew you continued to deny your 
fl atulence, but it was evident. I tried 
to get rid of the stench by waving 
2 loafs of Ciabatta bread. You pro-
ceeded to storm off in an angry man-
ner. You are beautiful and even if you 
are a liar and fart like a Clydesdale 
horse, I’d love to meet up sometime. 
If interested, text Terry Bull at 245-
896-6754.

Man wanted to work in dynamite fac-
tory. Must be willing to fl y.
______________________________________ 
WANTED: One of those coaches 
that sees potential in me.
______________________________________ 
Wanted to buy: Playpen, cradle, and 
highchair. Also, two single beds.
______________________________________ 
Wanted: More wishes. Does that 
work here?
______________________________________ 
Wanted: someone who kind of looks 
like me to attend my high school 
reunion to see if anyone remembers 
me enough to notice it is not me. 
______________________________________ 

Wanted: someone who knows how 
patents work. I made a fl y swatter 
that doubles as a spatula, and I don’t 
know what to do next.

Deputy Marshall Law lost a handgun 
and badge from his patrol car while 
it was being washed by prisoners 
at the local training center. Please 
return to City Hall if found.
______________________________________ 
LOST MARBLES: Full set last seen 
the night before I had my fi rst kid. If 
you fi nd them, please text me at 555-
6466 because I haven’t been able to 
answer an incoming phone call to 
have a real conversation since 2019.

To all you hunters who kill animals 
for food, shame on you; you ought to 
go to the store and buy the meat that 
was made there, where no animals 
were harmed.

Need not apply if you oversleep, 
have no alarm clock, have no car, 
have court often, have no baby sitter 
every day, have to give friends rides 
to work later than we start work, 
experience fl at tiers every week, 
have to hold on to your cell phone all 
day, or become an expert at your job 
with no need to learn or take advice 
after the fi rst day. Must be able 
to talk and work at the same time, 
must be able to remember to come 
back to work after lunch. Should not 
expect Purple Ribbons or Gold Stars 
for showing up to work on time

For Interview Call 345-6240.

FOUND
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CLASSIFIEDS
– REEL IN A DEAL –

DANGLE YOUR BAIT IN OUR CLASSIFIEDS AND SEE IF YOU GET A BITE – HAVE YOUR BUDDY CALL A NUMBER BELOW AND ENJOY!

SERVICES

LOVE LINES

BUY • SELL • TRADE • CONSIGN

1201 1/2 HWY 25 N. 
Buffalo, MN 55313

(763) 682-9334

Play it again Sports -BUFFALO
STORE HOURS
Mon: 10 AM - 8 PM
Tues: 10 AM - 8 PM
Wed: 10 AM - 8 PM

Thu: 10 AM - 8 PM
Fri: 10 AM - 6 PM
Sat: 10 AM - 6 PM
Sun: 12 PM - 5 PM

DL’s RADIATOR REPAIR
& custom exhaust

W E  S E R V I C E
ALL MAKES
AND MODELS P.O. Box 152 • 109 W. Hwy 55 • Buffalo, MN 55313

(763) 682-4520

FOR SALE

FREE

WANTED

MISC.

HELP WANTED

LOST



grumpysoutdoors.com

Check out our selection of 
Ice Castle Fish Houses! 

We also have all of your 
Ice Castle Gear and Parts!

• Fish House Supplies
• Ice Fishing Poles and Gear
• Fishing Tackle
• Reels & Rods

• Portable Fish Houses
• Outdoor Supplies
• Dog Toys & Gear

your one stop shop for all of your essentials!
65 MAPLE AVE N. MAPLE LAKE MINNESOTA • 320-401-1037

Mayfl y Point

Pribyl’s

Maple Crest

Sandy

Maple Grove 
Beach

North Shore
Beach

Sunset 
View

Salerno
Maple
Shores

HWY 55

HWY 55

CO. RD. 37

CO. RD. 37

CO
. R

D.
 8

DONNELLY DRIVE NW

DONNELLY DRIVE NW

BUFFAL0

MONTICE
LL0

MAPLE
LAKE

MAPLE LAKE AIRPORT

DERBY BOUNDRY

Jude
Addition

HWY 55

MINNESOTAʼS LARGEST ICE FISHING DERBY

Feb. 7th, 2026

DIVISION STREET

4

WELCOME 

TO MAPLE LAKE
ICE FISHERMEN

ANNANDALE 1
2

3

Entrance

CHECK

STATION4
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BIG 

FISH 

HERE

M ONTICELLO

Schedule of Events
Offi cial Ice 

Fishing Derby
12:00-3:00

Awards 
Ceremony

3:30

Happy  
Hour

4:00-5:00

 After Party
Johnny Holmes Band

5:00-8:00

1. Softball Fields behind H&H & Vet Clinic
 2. Maple Lake High School Parking Lot of HWY 55
 3. Parking lots between Madigans and The V by HH
 4. Maple Lake Boat Landing off HWY 55

1

22
1

4
3

Shuttle Bus

STOPS
Shuttle stops start at 8am 
4 Stops every 10 minutes

PRE-FISHING 

PARTY & DANCE

8 pm - 12 am
PRIZE 

GIVE AWAYS
During the Dance!

Sponsored by Rassat Outdoor Group!

MONDAY - SATURDAY 11AM-12:30AM • SUNDAY 11:30AM.-7PM 

AMERICAN
LEGION CLUB

320-963-3911 • Post #131 • MAPLE LAKE

MAPLE LAKE 
                   ICE DERBY

Stop in for warm food & your favorite drinks!

Open to the Public!
SERVING LUNCH & DINNER 

MONDAY - SATURDAY  11AM-8:30PM  

Friday Night Specials! 5-8:30PM FULL MENU
   FRYER MENU & BURGERS*

Friday

February 6  

SS

PULL 
TABS
AVAILABLE
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Contact us today at

320-267-8591 
 Alex Evavold - Owner  l  Licensed General Contractor BC#637194    l   al.evavold@capcustomhomes.com

www.capcustomhomes.com
We work hard to make your dreams a reality 

Follow us online – our latest projects are on facebook

Design   l   Build   l   Renovate
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